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Strategic Rivalries in the Black Sea:
The Russial'urkey Nexus and Global Power Interests

David Partsvania

StudentofMast er 6s Program in State Recour se
LEPL-David Aghmashenebeli National Defence Academy of @gia

Abstract

The Black Sea regionyith its trading routes serving for centuries, represents a critical strategic nexus,
regarded as ébridgedconnecting Europe and Asidn the context of European sanctions on Russia, the export
of gas and oil from the southern BlacKea has increased significantly, transforming the region into a key
transportation hub. Additionally, the Black Sea playskeyr ol e i n On€ Belt ®re Ksad" Tnitiative,
linking the trade routes to the MediterraneaniEurope and North Africa. These tade routes intersect with
Russiads gas and oil pipelines, further amplifying th
cooperation between the West and Russlas beenalmost limited across all European maritime spaces.
Although the West has imposed economic and political sanctions on Russia for violations of international law,
the situation in the Black Sea region istill distinct. Here, the ambitions and views of theGreat Powers"
regarding the positioning of the region are aligte Fr om Ankarads and Mosciewds st a
considered to bean informal "condominium.”Both countrieshave shareca c ommon vi si on for t
organization since the Cold War endedoth sides consider the Black Sea as an areprivfileged interests,
where external actorsd interference is wundesirable. C
where Russia and Turkey jointly control and dominate. This cooperatisarves the interests of both nations
preventing the influence of NATO from growing in this strategic space.

Keywords Black Sea Region, Ukraine, Turkey, Russia, NATO, US. China, Montreux Convention.



Introduction

The Black Sea region is a focal point of geopolitical tensions, serving as a stage for the
competing regional ambitions of both Russia and NATO, as well as Russia and Tuikey.
strategic importance of thigegion is underscored by ithistorically pivotal role in global
trade routes.

The role of Turkey, as a key actor in thBlack Seaprimarily stems from the Morireux
Convention (1936)! which grants it control over the Bosporus and Dardanelles Straits,
regulating the passage of miéty vessels and maintaining theower balance in ths region.

This convention enables Turkey to exert significant influence over the region, often limiting
the non-regional states', particularly NATO ally's involvementTurkey has increasingly
leveraged tle Montreux Convention for its strategic purposes, particularly since Russia's
invasionin Ukraine.

Russia's activities in the Black Sea, starting with the annexation of Crimea in 2014
demonstrate its intent to dominate the region. The militarization of @nea and the
strengthening of the Black Sea Fleet have bo
a critical component of its military strategy. Its "antaccess/area denial” (A2ABRktrategy
involves integrating advanced weaponry and surveillance systems, ensuring Russia
respondthreatsevenbeyond its borders.

Given the Black Seabés pivot al role in glo
importance continuestogrow,part ul arl'y as a key artery for RL
European sanctions. Additional | yBeltandhRoadBIl ac k
Initiative ¢ positioning it as a criticalinking power between Europe, Asia, and Africa.

In the context of the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, NATQO's presence in the Black Sea

has been significantly constrained by Turkey

T - SRV T W M I U R S A o I A B HPP S U [ N Ak R
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passage of military ships through the Bosporus and Dardanelles Straits. While NATO has
increased its military presence in Eastern Europe, the absence of allied naval forces in the
Black Sea represents a critical gap in the alliance's "deterrencedsidnce capabilities? As
a result, Turkeyods role within NATO has beco
Bl ack Sea are crucial to the allianceds broa
The relationship between Turkey and Russia is complex, marked by both cooperation
and rivalry. Despitecollaborating on various regional issues and sharing common interests,
Turkeyo6s military cooperation wi tstil rechaim ai ne
points of contention, reflecting broader geopolitical dynamics.
The Black Sea region is a battleground for global power struggles, with Turkey and
Russia playing pivotal roles. Their relationship in the region is shaped by both historical
legacies and contemporary strategic interests, forming the security architectuog only of
the Black Sea but of the surrounding areas as wAlhkara and Moscow view the Black Sea
as critically important and oppose the involvement of external powers. For them, the Black
Sea functions as an informal condominium, where both nations ledlorate to establish
regional order.The ongoing conflict in Ukraine and the evolving geopolitical landscape are
influencing the powerbalancein the Black Sea, making it a region of critical importance for

global stability.

Main Part
The Importance of he Black Sea Region
The Black Sea region, situated between Europe and Asia, plays a critical geopolitical
and strategic role. The countries in this region, includirgussia, Turkeylkraine, Romania,
Bulgaria,and Georgia, significantly influence both reginal and global politics. Due to its
geographical location, the region serves as a bridge between the West and the East, making

it a strategically important transit zone.

4 North Atlantic Treaty Organization, NATO 2022 Strategic Concepi§ladrid, 2022.
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The Black Sea also represents a point of intersection between NATO and Russian
interests, making it a particularly sensitive area in international relations. The presence of
NATO member states antheir allied countries, along with the protection of their interests,
enhances t he r egibothriilgaryiamd gecurity @enspectives r o m

Moreover, the Black Sea region functions as an energy corridor, linking the energy
resources othe Middle East and theCaspian Sea to Europe. Control over this corridor is of
particular significance, asitlimtsRussio s i nf | uence oatthagsdmetimener gy
it providesEurope with alternative sources of energy.

One of the regiondbs key assets 1is its tre
crucial transit hub bet weetsareEuaabfgimernatiortal As i a .
trade, with the Black Sea serving asay route for the shipment of grain, oil, gas, and other
strategic resources, thereby enhancing the region's economic potential.

The economic interests of both the European Union and @hifurther underscore the
regionds significanaoresentingpar t* Ne fwi BSehlithk adRsoda dR d' «
I ni t i°passes through the Black Sea, fostering the development of infrastructure
projects in the region and strengthening economic tief\s a result, the economic
relationships in the region are becoming even more robust.

The Black Sea region plays a decisive role in both global politics and the economy. Its
geopolitical location, strategic importance, and economic potential attract sigrant
attention from both regional and global powers. However, fully harnessing its economic
potential requiresto ensure both security and stability in the region. The ongoing war in
Ukraine and Russian aggression have severely disruptadsportation links and economic

development, posing threats not only to regional but also to global economic interests.

5|-A1J" (\L'Im,-II:A'F:'1”: |_-|_A,,"_.]’
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Energy Security and Supply Chain Disruptions

The war in Ukraine has dramatically altered global energy markets and supply chains,
presenting significant energy challenges for Europe. Prior to the conflict, Europe was
heavily dependent on Russian gas and oil, but the war prompted Russia to use its energy
resources as a tool for political pressure. The restrictions on gas and oil spfiom Russia
triggered an energy crisis in Europe, leading to sharp price increases and significant
economic losses.

European countries were forced to quicklyransition to alternative energy sources,
such as liquefied natural gas (LNG) from the Uniteda®s and Norway, as well as oil from
the Middle Eastt This shift significantly increased energy supply costs, causing substantial
economic harm not only to Europe but to other parts of the world as well. Additionally,

Ukraineds cr it uctra,lincleingepipgliges and power plants, has been

severely damaged by the war, furt hewstabeompl i c
energy supply.
The changes in supply chains are driven b

andachieve energy independence through the development of new infrastructure projects,

such as LNG terminals and renewable energy facilities. The war has also fostered the
creation of energy partnerships and alliances, particularly between tbeited States ad

the European Union in the field of energy security. These shifts have -faaching

i mplications for gl obal e n er defjencesaategiestase, as

closely tied to energy stability.

Russiads StrategiSealnterests in th
Due to its geographical location and strategic importance, the Black Sea serves as both

a key defensive | ine and Russiads shortest rc

ST T A WY, T e AT AT L A T T e T
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to the Bosporus and Dardanelles Straits, linking it to the Mediterieem Sea, and through

the Suez Canal and the Strait @ibraltar, to global waters. Historically, Russia has sought

to control these routes as they provide the shortest connection betwélee Middle East and
Europe. For Russia, the Black Sea has long sewexl a " wi ndow" to the
facilitating the easy transport of its trade goods via the Mediterranean to Western European
markets, which is crucial for Russia's economy.

The strategic interests of Russia regarding the Black Sea have developed over
centuries During the RusseTurkish Wars of the 18th century, Russia aimed to secure a
foothold in the region and enhance its influence. The Black Sea became a major
battleground between Russia, the Ottoman Empire, and Western European powers during
the Crimean War (1853 1856)7 During the Soviet era, the Black Sea Fleet became an
essential part of the Soviet Navyplaying a defensive and offensive rotburing World War
Il and the Cold War, a legacy that continues today.

Russia remains one of thdominant powers in the region, with its influence extending

across military, economi c, and diplomatic s
primary objectives are to limit NATO and EU influence and to consolidate its hegemony.

The annexation of Crnea in 2014 and the war in Ukraine, which began in 2022, have
dramatically worsened the security situation, demonstrating that Russia is not hesitant to

use military force to protect its interests.

Economically, Russia exerts significant influence over thiegion. Major pipelines

running through the Black Sea deliver gas from Russia to Europe, forming an important

|l ever of economic and political pressur e. Ru
its energy resources, which grants it leverage over EOpi ci e s . However, Ru

have also spurred greater resistance from NATO and the EU, leading to increased

involvement by these organizations in the region. This has resulted in regional military

7 Andrew Lambert, "Crimean War, 185B1856", Oxford Bibliographies,2023y..
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buildups and the imposition of sanctions, which have o me wh a 't constraine
economic capabilities.

The Bl ack Sea i s al so aefencestratagye lisiconmectiomp onen't
to the worl doés oceans offers a key military
naval forces to the Mditerranean and, if necessary, link up with other military bases
gl obally. Russiads military strategy in the
the strengthening of air and lanebaseddefencesystems. The region has historically been
viewed as a "front" of maritime defece |, protecting Russiabds south
forces. The Bl ack Sea Fleet, still based in
southern borders and ensuring national security. Russian military bases in anuuiad
Crimea form a robustdefence system that enables Moscow to rapidly respond to any
potential threats®

With the annexation of Crimea, Russia solidified its control over the Black Sea and
secured dominance over key maritime routes to global marketsn€equently, the security
situation in the region has significantly de
has heightened tensions and hindered NATO and Western powers from operating freely in
the Black Sea. Russia has invested heavily in depeig Anti-Access/Area Denial (A2AD)
capabilities, strategically deploying these systems in critical locations. The range of these
systems extends from the Arctic in the north to Syria in the south, particularly around
Kaliningrad and Crimea. Their presase effectively covers the entire Black Sea region,
including the Dardanellesand BosporusStraits!® giving Russia a considerable military
advantage.

Russiabds strategic goals in the BluaskaBsa

strongdesire for access to global waters and the ability to reach global markets through the

~ e~ ~ > o ~ ~
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9lan Williams, The Russid NATO A2AD Environment, 2017%..
10 Kathleen Weinberger, "Russian AntAccess and Area Denial (A2AD) Rangéristitute for the Study of Way 2016y ..
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Bl ack Sea is a core el ement of Russiabdbs broa

mechani sm for Russiabs economic tomexertingi | i tar
political influence. Russiabdés military and e
gl obal i mplications, as they |l imit Western i

position on the global stage.

Turkeyods St rimthedlgak 8eaRegion t i on

The Black Sea, where Western and Russian interests converge, holds significant
strategic importance for Turkey. Despitthe fact that Turkey is a member dfIATO, it seeks
to act as an independent playey, dymadmues ci
strategy involves cooperation with Russia while maintaining relations with the We&40n
the one hand, Ankara strives tdind a balance between Russia and the Westd on the
other hand, it aims to strengthen itsnfluence in the region.

The Montreux Conventiori?2grants Turkey a special role ithe Black Sea security
system This convention gives Turkey the authority to regulate the movement of military
ships through the Bosporus and Dardanelles Straits, making icrucial strategic player.

After the start of the war in Ukraine Turkey invoked the Montreux Convention to limit
the military activities of non-littoral statesin the Black Sealt should be underlined the
above mentionedaction was significantfor both the Kremlin and the West.

Turkeyds evolving position during the Ukr
bal ancing between the West and Russia. Turke
evidenced by its military aid, including the supply offBayraktar TB? drones!?
Simultaneously, Turkey maintainsa dialogue with Russia and has not joined Western

sanctions against Moscow. Ankarads key r1o0l e

11 Daria Isachenko, "Tukey in the Black Sea RegioSWP Research Paper023y..
e L I - SR S A B D A R ST 1 I A B APPSOy I A A |
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13 Reuters,.Ukraine Using Turkish Drones in Donbass Confiict in Selfefence, Zeleskiy Says2021y ..
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demonstrates its capacity to mediate in the confligtparticularly in ensuring grain exports
cruci al f or my.kKHoweven thefact tlmcraisesoconcerns in the West is the
following, Turkey assist Russia to avoid sanctions, and at the same time it obtains economic
benefits

In the Black Sea regionTur key 6 s | eadership through t
Cooperation (B&C)*organization has been curtaileds a result of the geopolitical rivalry
between the West and Russidn response, Turkey has sought to leverage its geographical
position ito establish itself as an indispensable partner to both Russia and the Wette
energy secton.'

Turkeyds energy pol i cysséaavalshiitet sincegtee®@00sl i t i ¢
whenFor eign Minister Ahmet Davutojlu introduc
countryo i '%T hgee ofpooul nidtaitcisoon of favourablegeagramghie pt i s
location. Turkey is simultaneously a country of the Middle EasEentral Asia, the Persian
Gulf, the Balkans, the Mediterranean, the Black Sea, the Caucasus, and the Caspian region.
Intheener gy s e ct objectivefhas bderety téassition froma transit country to a
gas o¥®hMbhbs policy underscores Turkeyds strate
where the countryds economi Despger theocorihinges pl a
confrontation between Russia and the WesTurkey believes cooperatiois feasiblewith
both.t®

Tur key 6s edemongiratesphod ti cTigwkéyicdnmot escape the influence
of other actors, it can uséts geographicabposition toseti t s o w # This usle@dent 0

from the number of natural gas pipelines passing through Turkey, makiibgth Russia and

14 Routers. Turkey in talks with Russia, Ukraine over grawexport corridor, 2022y.

15 BSEC.Organization of The BLACK SEA ECONOMIC COOPERAT/Btanbul, 1992y.
16 Daria Isachenko, Tukey in the Black Sea RegionSWP Research Pape2023y..
YEmr e Er ken, ,Saerkeks Pivot ik Ewgasid ondon, 2019y.

18 |sachenko, Daria. "Tukey in the Black Sea RegioSWP Research Pap2b?23y..

19 |bid.

20 |pid.
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the European Union dependent on it as a transit countt. Since 2003, Ankara has been
importing Russian natural gas through the "Blue Stream" pipeline, with the "TurkStream"
pipeline added in 2020. TurkStream also functions as a transit route, delivering gas to
Southern and Southeastern Europe. In addition, Turkey plays a critical role in the EU's
enengy diversification through the "Southern Gas Corridor," which links the Caspian region
to Southern Europe. This corridor includes the "Trax&driatic Pipeline” (TAP), the "Trans
Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline" (TANAP) and the "South Caucasus Pipeliriiother
major initiative, the "Nabucco" project, initiated by the European Union, was ultimately
cancelled due toi ¢ o0 mp e tfrant Russia'$i"South Stream” project, which also was not
implemented??

In the BlackSea region strategy of Turkei defined by regional security concerress
well asby its economic interests. Ankara aims to maintain and enharnit®impact on the
Black Seawhile continuing dialogue with Russia. This complex policy, based on various
factors, often runs counter to the strategies of its Western allies. The ongoing war in Ukraine
presents both challenges and opportunities for Turkey, as it seeks to bolster its influence
and role in the region. While Ankaraendeavourdo balance betweerthe Wedg and Russia,
its strategy does not fully align with the interests of its Western allies. Nevertheless, Turkey
remains a NATO member and plays a crucial role mmaintaining stability and security in

the region.

NATO and the United States in the Black S&egion
The Black Sea region holds significant strategic importaraieofor NATO. Countries
in the region, such asTurkey, Romania, and Bulgaria pl ay key r ol es

security strategy. NATO's primary objectives in the region include ensurinfggtsecurity of

21 |bid.
22 |bid.
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its member states, fostering cooperation wi
military power.

Before the conflict in Ukraine, Western policy toward the Black Seaagion often
appeared ineffective. This was partlyecause othallenges in reaching consensus within
NATO and due to its member states' energy and economic dependencies on Russia,
complicaingt he f or mati on of a wunified strategy. i
' i mi ted NATOOGs aastow withsadditiopal @mam tamamoguvrdMRussia
found it easier to implement its AntiAccess/Area Denial (A2ADj strategy, which allows
it to control maritime and airspace zones.

In the Black Sea, lte role of the US focuses primarily on ensuring securitgnd
supporting NATO. The U.S. actively assists Ukraine with military, financial, and
humanitarian aid, aimed at countering Russian aggression and preserving Ukrainian
sovereignty. The strengthening of U.S.s milit
strategic plans, and the development of military infrastructure in Eastern Europe are all part
of the U.S. strategy to | imit Russiabs infl
the U.S. is engaged in enhancing European energy security. lipogse to the reduction of
energy supplies from Russia, the U.S. has increased its exportNG (Liquefied Natural
Gag to Europe, promoting energy independence and reducitige influence of Russian the
region. These actions aim at diversifying re
grip.

Since 2014, the intensity of NATO military exercises in the region has increased,
alongside the rotational deployment of NATO and U.S. naval forces ahd installation of
air and maritime defencesystems in Black Sea coastal states. However, these actions face
certain limitations. The limitations imposed by the Montreux Convention directlyhave
been affecing NATO's ability to operate in the region.As the primary enforcer of the

Montreux Convention and the largest littoral state in the Black Sea, Turkey plays a central

23 Kathleen Weinberger, "Russian AntAccess and Area Denial (A2AD) Range/istitute for the Study of War,2016y..
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role in these processes. At the same time, tensions between Turkey and the West;iaipe
in recent years, further have been complicagpgNATO6s freedom of acti ol
Nonetheless, NATO and U.S. efforts remain focused on maintaining stability, although this

approach is often criticized for lacking a comprehensive and letgrm strategy.

Chinai One MoreActor

China is onemore actor n thisregion which hasprimarily economicinterests China
Is actively advancing its "New Silk Road" initiativemainly focusedon developingboth
transport and infrastructure projectsThe Black Sea, its strategic location, makes the region
attractive as well to China, as a gateway to Euroff@ hrough itsfBelt and Road Initiative)?

China has emerged as a more influential actor in tBéack Sea region, and its involvement

Is expected to continue growing. China collaborates with all BlackeSepuntries at various

levels and invests in ports and infrastructure projects. As economic investments increase,
Chinadés influence over the regionds countrie
region have caused some concern in the West, weer i t i s believed that
could intensify globalfi ¢ 0 mp e tand expamaits political influence.

Both the U.S. and China are actively operating in the Black Sea region to secure their
strategic as well aeconomic interestsRus si aés aggressive policie:
its influence have led to increased Western engagement in strengthening security in the
region. Ching at the same timeseeks to boost its economic influence through investments
and infrastructure projets. The above mentioned ftompetitiond and the diverse interests

at play will influence the future of the Black Sea region and its significance in global politics.

2 Deborah Sanders, "Can China promote stability in the Black Segalitheast European and Black Sea Studilly..
N N P I 7 W AP o W e (R LA N B T IRV s I T P S
Cedt oM Ads T T 0T 4T dE T, 2017,

o~
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Conclusion

Russia has lost significant trust due to the war initiated in Ukraine. Cooperation
between the West and Russia in European maritime zones Heen almost entirely
restricted In reaction to Russia's international law violations, political and economic
sandions from the West were implemented® This is particularly evident in areas such as
climate change, territorial disputes, and arms contraResolving these issues with the
Eurasian region's largest state is not expected in the foreseeable future in tisécdand the
Baltic Sead” Though, there is a different situation in the Black Se&lere, the ambitions of
"Great Powers" intersect regarding regional ordeWestern analysts often view the Black
Sea as Black Hole."?® For both Ankara and Moscow, theegionis critically important, and
they do not welcome interference from external power3.hey considerthat the Black Sea
represents an informal condominium where both countries cooperate to establish regional
order. Since the Cold War endedRussia and Turkey have established a shared perspective
on the regional order Both nationsview the Black Sea as special interestzone where
external powers are not welcomeTogether, albeit unofficially, they haveestablished a
regional agreement that effectively turns the Black Sea into a "Mare Clausum"” (closedsea).
Through mutual understanding and the consistent alignment of their interests, the Black
Sea has evolved into an isolated zone under the control ofsBia and Turkey, where both
nations dominate and manage the region's affairs.

Currently, relations between Ankara and Moscow are largely based on personal
relations, particularly between Erdojan and Putir
decisive role n resolving regional issues. For example, the March 2022 phone call
concerning the movement of Turkish ships through the Azov Sea intended to prevent a

shortage of sunflower oil inTurkey. For Putin, theserelations are very important under

26 Daria Isachenko and Swistek GoratiThe Black Sea as Mare ClausunSWP Research Papel23y..
27 | bid.

28 Ben Hodges, "The Black Sea ... or a Black HoOlEFPA Strategy Pape?2021ly..

2 Daria Isachenko and Swistek Goran, "The Black Sea as Mare Claus8WP Research Papel23y..
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conditions of his isolaton from the West, further strengthening his desire for closer
cooperation with Erdojan.

However, in the region long-term factors are more significant thanindividual
relations alone. Control over the Bosporus and Dardanelles straits has historically been a
source of constant conflict in Russiamurkish relations. Nevertheless, since the 20th
century, this socalledfi ¢ o mp e thas tho longefi been a struggle for dominance. Both
countries prioritize maintaining a power balance in the region, safeguarded by the
Montreux Convention. They also aim taestrict the Western military involvement in the
region. The aspirationof Ukraine to reshapethe Black Sea into &NATO-controlled zone
appears unrealistic in the neastfuture, as Turkey is likely to maintain its vision of regional
order andintendsto reduce Western military influence in the Black Sea.

In the future, icompetitiono between Turkey and Russiain the Black Sea is likely to
continue. The outcomes of theongoing war will definitely have an impact on the
distribution of power in the region. If Russia manages to solidify its influence over Ukraine,
it will further strengthen its position in the Black Sea. Heever , Tur keyds r ol €
strategy, along with its military and economic capabilities, allows it to bolster its hegemonic
position here.

The relationship between Russia and Turkey regarding hegemony in the Black Sea
represents one of the most compleand significant geopolitical issues, heavilpeing
influenced by the Ukraine war. Despite historical conflicts and ongoirfigompetitiong both
countries strive to maintain a balance while simultaneously increasing their influence. This
rivalry is likely to intensify, positioning the Black Sea region as a focal point of global

geopolitical tension.
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Abstract

The objective of this paper is to explore and evaluate the repercussions of the RUksaine war on
the European Union's Space Strategy. The other accompanying tendencies during and after the war are also
mainly covered and critically analyzed. The breakib of the confrontation significantly influenced the global
security landscape and attitudes towards defensive/offensive methods from contemporary and evolving-multi
domain threats.

The paper discusses both the EU's normative perspectives and policy dycseon space deliverables,
including ways, means, and ends, prior to and after the invasion. In the light of comparative analyses of the
European Union's space concepts, legal frameworks, and strategies, it is obvious, to what extent the war in
Ukraine hasbeen impacting European regional security. The paper identifies the capabilities, potential, and
vulnerabilities of the European Union facing space threats. Also, it considers the advantages and shortfalls of
satellites, and the benefits of integrating ape enabled data into the management process at a variety of levels.

Also, the paper considers Union's outlook on preventive/defensive and deterrence methods in space, as
well as the organization's perception of the operational environment, priorities, sting gaps in space, and
roadmap for enhancing the organization as a global space power. The study addresses the issues of the EU's
approach toward space management and services in the context of esestoral security on different levels.

Keywords EU's Space Strategy before and after the RukBaaine War; Space Domain Awareness (SDA);
Global space power, EU's Space priorities, capabilities, and deliverables;-Cauihmercial use of satellites.
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Introduction
The Implications oftheWari n Ukr ai ne on EUO6s Space S
AnsSpace s for everybody. [ tés not jJjust for
group of astronaut soutThtaltedrse ,o uarn an e/w Ofsr oenvteir
know about spa
ChristaMcAuliffe, NASA Teacher in Space Project, 1985

The multidimensional consequences of the war in Ukraine on various aspects and
sectors, especially, in security and deferssated fields, are still in the process of analysis.
But, one of the immediate outomes after the conflict started, was in the series of reviewing
procedures to find viable defense approaches, means, and ends of the contemporary war, as
well as, reconsidering traditional understandings of cooperation in mutually beneficial
areas, etc.

As every war is a unique occurrence with its subjective and objective characteristics,
the same applies to the case of Ukraine. In this sense, the space system with its composing
elements shifted the entire European states' previous perception of the cosfrms an
emerging domain to a battlefield between several peer competitors. The space aspect of the
RusseUkraine war is an aHencompassing package, including space infrastructure,
constellations, diversity of consumers, multifactorial engagement, pubfidvate sector
partnership, and unparalleled intensity of space tech's application throughout the crisis for
different purposes.

The emergence of the conflict on the European continent in the 2&entury, where
the majority of the community though the issue of war was at some point, had been
overcome by decadel®ng discussions, multilateral agreements, and certain types of
guarantees. Despite close interdependericthe armed conflict still happened. In response
to that, the European Union, as main leading actor, which is responsible for maintaining

the homeland's stability came to an awaking stage. EU embarked on a retrospective of
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available options for response, and how to cope with and recover from the armed crisis with
numerous repercussions the foreseeable future.

The timeline, efforts, and undertaken policies have proved that European countries
began to more critically evaluate the strategic environment. After being cut off
organization's space logistics, lack of alternatives to provigelfsufficient security and
shortages of tangible defense mechanisms encouraged the localization of solutions and
distribution of resources. Based on the EU's efforts in advancing its space capabilities
strengthen the statement that the outbreak of the ¥ in Ukraine revitalized the European
Union's positioning in its space domain.

The presented paper attempts to explore the consequences of the Rugsaine war
on the European Union's Space approaches, and suggests comparative analyses on space
security, dynamics, and management issues before and after the conflict.

Noteworthy, the relevance and actuality of the research theme as it broadly deals
with space affairs and narrowly EU's posture in space progressingire essential but less
studied area®f concern. Additionally, both are inseparable components of contemporary
security system's complex architecture and comprehensive analysis. Familiarity with the
pros and cons of space capabilities underpins advanced operational design. Also, it is a
necesary factor for relevant stakeholders to consider in devising a muéiyered and
feasible course of action. From the scientific and academic innovation perspective, findings
in the writing facilitate and bridge the gap between space, chnilitary, and national
security practitioners. Consequently, it helps the existing scarcity of accessible materials,

especially for the EU.

Main Part
First and foremost, due to the war, space security regained vital recognition as an
integral part of the Europearnion’s strategic environment, and a range of risk assessments

activated previously overlooked dimensions. At the outset of Russia's-fidale invasion of
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Ukraine accompanied by the digitalization of battlefield and consistent connectivity. There
should be an underlined, straightened command and control system in cimillitary -
governmental affairs, reatime exchange of data, and dynamic monitoring in the areas of
operation to multiply the synergy and probability of success in defensive/offensive efforts
Consequently, this tendency further stimulated the necessity of the employment and
securitization of space services within the EU and its individual member states.

The European Unionds | eadership identifie
definedas fAany el ement relevant for the functi o
spacebased services i n t heé Aédidingly the BUlstartedMeaotb e r St
more cautiously and strategize spaemabled services.

Complementing the acknowddgment the Union adopted the concept of Space
Domain Awareness (SDA) which combines detecting, tracking, identifying, and
characterizing space objects in retime, analyzing their behavioral trajectory and
operationalizing received data. For example, it might be included in military doctrines,
guidebooks, warfighting simiations/documents, etc. What sets the SDA apart from other
similar terms, such as space situational awareness, derives from its pragmatic value,
integrating both military and non-military threats through space surveillance capabilities
and directing inputs for military requirements. In practice, it implies that SDA
simultaneously uncovers space collisions, debris, fragmentation, newly originated risks,
forecasts, ballistic missiles, and so on. In other words, SDA constitutes a unified operational
context. This ability is fundamental in modern/nextgeneration force construction, defense
resource management and development of deterrence means.

Another distinguished feature of the SDA is its principal function as it generates multi
domain data, which enables access to the full spectrum of threats/risks, while other devices

(space/grounebased sensors, radars, satellites, and telescopes) morgidiapsegments of

1 European Union Space Strategy for Security and Defence, 2023, p.7.
2 Fiott, 2023.
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surroundings. Thus, this peculiarity lays the solid foundation for gaining information
advantage, winning in time, and making optimal choices.

Upon the RusseUkraine war and delicate analysis of tendencies in space, arrangement
revealed several sources of threats within/ffrom outer space, endangering the
global/European community's welbeing. Threat categories frequently attributed to
technical incidents, natural hazards, intentionally hostile activities aimed at degrading,
disrupting, o denying the availability of space infrastructure (orbital, ground) as well as
freedom of movement. Hence, as Europe asserts itself as a global space power, the safety of
its assets is at stake. For instance, the EU possesses and operates satellitéogielsror
positioning, navigation, and timing (PNT- Galileo), earth observation (EG Copernicus),
and several other constellations are in the working stage, such as the Union Security
Connectivity Program? Even more, the EU Satellite Centre (SatCepyovides important
geospatial intelligence analysis capacity to support decisimaking and execution of
policies by the EU. The Union's current material space arsenal surpluses 400 satellites, that
IS maintained at the expanse of 40 netwoitkased statiog’. Given model opened the floor
for discussions on the EU's protection tools for its space in turbulent situations, unlike from
previous cases where these subjects were absent from the EU's space agenda.

Noteworthy, the outcomes of the war not oyl raised the significance of the space
domain but also revealed security/defense capability gaps within the EU. Surely, this
heightened the aspirations for greater sovereignty, autonomy, and development of self
reliant space cells. For illustration, the derattack conducted against a commercial satellite
(ViaSat company) negatively influenced stakeholders involved in war and damaged civilian
terminals across Europe. The incidents of hard power projection in space before/during the
conflict undermined the mllaboration formats by the Western partners together with their

Russian counterparts over the years

3 EU Secure Connectivity Program (2022027), 2023y ..
4 Fiott, 2023 ..
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Prior to the intervention several projects of the EU were underway to be launched,
but conflict erupted and tense conditions brought to an end the processThe European
Union heavily relied on Russian support in space ventures and after the invasion, this
interdependency had a serious spillover effect on the EU's space sector. Particularly, the
Soyuz launches were canceled by the Guiana Space Center tscésmos and disapproved
of sending off some European commercial satellitesThe procedures continued by the
delay, until 2026 or even later, of the ExoMars rover mission, initially planned to launch in
2023. Those setbacks compelled the European Spagenl8y (ESA) to search for
alternative/portable instruments to conduct the mission. ESA terminated its cooperation
with Russia on forthcoming lunar expeditions. The European launchers namely, Vega and
VegaC, utilize Ukrainian-built engines, whereas the déwiction of factories and
constrained stockpiling of muckhneeded elements disrupted manufacturing and hindered
the progression of the rockets' program. All of these obstacles caused by reliance on external
suppliers outside the Union exposed vulnerabiliseand paved the way for strategic
autonomy to access and use space.

The Union defined a roadmap that consisted of the series of publishing new
strategic/conceptual documents, action plans, and legal frameworks. For instance, in March
2022 a few monhs later when the war broke out, the EU adopted a documerihe Strategic
Compass (S€)As a guiding model of the EU's comprehensive defense strategy. The SC
outlines the growing reliability of the Union on space systems and services, as well as,
identifies vulnerable areas in the face of strategic competitors and highlights the thresholds
in EU's space defense and security matters. Another important step forward was the creation
of the first ever EU's "Space Strategy for Security and Defense" in 2023¢chvbescribed
methods on how to counter purposefully hostile activities and broadens the spectrum of

space usage, unlike the previous strategy.

5The War in Ukraine and the European Space Sector 2022 y., p.1.
6 A Strategic Compass for Security and Defence, 2§22
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Additionally, the EU issued a regulation a
Connectivity Programmer brthe 20232 027060 peri od. The program ha
Firstly, to ensure global access to safe governmental satellite communication services for
different tasks (defend critical infrastructure, manage crisis, observe external actors'
behaviors andsurveil, match operational needs of military end states) and secondly, to
authorize the private sector to engage in providing commercial services (high speed and
smooth connectivity).

As the private/commercial segments' involvement in the Rusbkkraine war
demonstrated effectiveness and became a driving force in the war, this experience was
incorporated into the connectivity project in the long run, which includes strategically
crucial geographical areas. In the framework of secure connectivity, the EWemds to
deploy its satellites, specifically, IRIS2 (infrastructure for resilience, interconnectivity, and
security by satellite), which will allow it to obtain both ultra-fast and secure communication
products by 2027. This to a significant degree preseatgiant leap for the EU's space stability
and technological sovereignty.

The Commission initiated a regulatory mechanism in the form of EU Space Law{SL)
which intends to ensure safety (mitigate space debris, avoid collision), resilience
(standardizel risk management system tailored for space), and sustainability (evaluation of
space activities). The proposal is in the consideration stage, and not finalized yet. Even
though, it is a cornerstone for the EU's current and future operations. The SL suggas
template for common control panels.

Another transformative effect of the war on shaping the EU's space strategy was the
field's prioritization and geopolitical outlook on space, which resulted in widening the
spectrum of its utilization from cvil-commercial to politicatmilitary objectives. Before the
adoption of the EU's renewed Strategy for Security and Defense in 2023, the organization

used to address spacelated issues as matters of commercial and global community

7Soler, 2024 y..
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interests. For instancethe EU has 4 major space initiatives. First, Galilea civilian global
navigation satellite system (GNSS) that offers a variety of services. Second European
Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOStivilian regional. Third, Copernicus

i civilian Earth observation system. Fourth, GOVSATCOR communication satellite
under the subordination of the civilgovernmental branch. The abovenentioned aspects
substitute national, international, and intergovernmental stakeholder efforts. The EU
recognizes outer space as a mutually shared region of interests worldwide and is committed
to ensuring transparency in order to avoid misperceptions and prevent miscalculations.

Afterward, the EU started to think about space in political terms, and its added value
for military application, as well as, in the global context as a geopolitically contested area.
This tendency accelerated the risks for escalation and the necessityd@reloping sel
defense/responsive space capabilities. The EU clarified and even categorized threats into
two sets: unintentional (space debris) and intentional (adversarial deployment of @ptace
capabilities). In many instances, a purposeful attitudeward space simplified and
deconstructed the EU's worldview, and groundwork for advancement, and introduced a
joint perspective of the Union's positioning in the long run. In total, the given scenario
marks the paradigm shift, as it is usually cited, the EU's vision toward space and defense
calculusi Europe as a global space force therefore must protect its interests in space.

After the introduction of the above mentioned strategic frameworks, space became a
defining factor in terms of theEU's freedom of action, leading to the recognition of the
cosmos as the supreme political subject as an undeniable realm to overlook. Declaration of
space as a domain and realization of sp&t®bled facilities as significant technologies
derive from thestrategic awareness of spabased devices' unequivocal value, bringing into
contemporary battlefields and connectivity services. For example, the Earth observation
satellite allowed digitalization of Russia's prerar military build-ups and tracked the

advances, while commercial one$ ensured internet connectivity. Additionally, space

8 European Union Space Strategy for Security and Defence, 2023 y., p.4.
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based products proved to be a garnkanger for Ukrainians in response to Russia's invasion
and empowering resistance effort. Ukraine's ciwhilitary sector heavily relied on
Starlink.?, which enabled mobile network functioning, and by following the footsteps of
occupiers, Ukrainian commanders were able to rapidly locate, coordinate, and neutralize
the target.

The proposed EUO6s -2pactewibtuid gt heHillemmas2®2 1o f
another milestone demonstrating the Union's decisiveness in supporting strategic
statements on space, investing in the execution of initiatives, and enhancing regional/global

systems.

Conclusion

All the discussed arguments support the statent about the European Union's post
war multi-sectoral awakening. As a result of the conflict, the EU shifted its focus from a
relatively passive and dependent role to a more setfntained and sovereign attitude in
space affairs. Especially, in terms gppace security management, risk assessment, and threat
categorization, which previously lacked attention. This retrospective is embodied in space
oriented endeavors, existing programs, and the organization's kgagn goals.

Space gained vital recognitipas a strategic domain within the European Union and
the organization, reasserted itself as a global space power. This outlines the significance of
building up and establishing a solid foundation for the Union's positioning in the contested
space spectrumConsistent access to the space assets is critical for storing data in near real
time, maintaining connectivity, conducting dynamic monitoring of strategic environment,
etc.

The consequences of the ongoing Rusd&raine war still keep revealing inghts for

the EU in terms of space application beyond the chndbmmercial outlook and directed the

SStarlinkiii s the world's first and | argest satellite constellat
10The EU Budget for the Future, 2020 y., p.3.
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view to approach space geopolitically. Accordingly, when the issues deal with space
management, the EU takes into account all the war lessons and challemgemy pre-
defense planning process, as well as, in resource allocation. Overall, space became an

inseparable component of the EU's security and resilience.
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Abstract

Georgia, a country in the South Caucasus with close historical and geopolitical ties to Russia, has been
greatly impacted by the conflict between Russia and Ukraine, which broke out in February 20R@s study
explores the socioeconomic effects of the dbat on Georgia, paying particular attention to important issues
including public opinion, national security policy, trade disruptions, economic sanctions, tourism, foreign
investment, and energy security.Russia and Georgia have historically been at agifscially after the 2008
RusseGeorgian War, which has influenced Georgia's present geopolitical perspective. Georgia's strategic
significance as an energy transit corridor between Europe and Asia has rendered it especially susceptible to
the spillover mnsequences of the ongoing crisis in Ukraine. In order to set Georgia's more general geopolitical
challenges in context, the research starts by looking at these historical patterns.The effects of the conflict on
the economy in Georgia has many facets. Dgdain trade with Russia and Ukraine have resulted in lower
exports and more instability in the supply chain. Georgia's economy has been indirectly impacted by the
economic sanctions imposed on Russia, considering the country's strong commercial connectithshe
area. A major source of income for Georgia's economy, the tourism industry has suffered a severe fall in
Russian and Ukrainian tourists, which has had an effect on nearby companies. In addition, investors are
becoming more cautious when it come® foreign direct investment (FDI) in Georgia due to the increased
insecurity in the region. Due to pressure from fluctuating global energy prices on Georgia's energy supply and
pricing, energy security has become another key problem. Due to its reliannesaergy imports, the nation is
especially vulnerable to changes in the worldwide market, underscoring the necessity of increased energy
resiliency and diversity. On the sociopolitical front, Georgia's housing, healthcare, social services, and
infrastructure have all been severely strained by the flood of Ukrainian migrants into the country. This
humanitarian crisis has put Georgia's ability to assist displaced people while preserving societal harmony to
the test. A change in popular opinion has also begrasked by increased worries about national security, with
calls for tighter links with NATO and the EU to counter perceived Russian threats developing. The crisis has
brought Georgia's vulnerabilities in an extremely dangerous region to light, highlightitige careful balance
Georgia must maintain between security imperatives and economic resilience. Georgia's approach to the
current crisis will be as it negotiates the complicated terrain of regional politics and international alliances, it
will be vital in deciding its future place in international relations and regional stability. The article overviews
that in order for Georgia to reduce risks and emphasize its position on the international scene, it is imperative
that it pursue strategic alliances, impk@ energy security, and strengthen economic stability.

Key words:RussiaUkraine war, economy, crises, solving the problerGeorgia
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Introduction

The RussiaJkraine conflict, which escalated with a fullscale invasion in February
2022, hasfar-reaching consequences for neighboring countries. Georgia, located in the
South Caucasus, has felt the effects acutely. This essay looks into the socioeconomic impact
of the RussiaUkraine conflict on Georgia, with a focus on trade interruptions, econaen
sanctions, tourism, investment, energy, ternal displacement, public attitude, and national
security policy. We can gain a better undasnding of the intricate interplay between
regional conflicts and national stability by thoroughly examining tree variables. At firs
what needs to be underline is the historical context and gaabitical significance. As for
georgiabs historical r el a tsovietrmtersioms andtheRQO8 s i a |
RussianGeorgian war. Since winning independeare from the Soviet Union in 1991, Georgia
has worked to integrate with Western institutions such as NATO and the EU. Russia has
strongly opposed Georgia's alignment with the West, perceiving it as a danger to its power
in the South Caucasus. The 2008 RugSeorgian War was a direct result of tensions over
South Ossetia and Abkhazia. Russia's military participation led to the recognition of these
territories as irdependent republics, undermining Georgian sovereignty and exacerbating
regional instability.

The war revealed Georgia's vulnerability to Russian aggression aodetold the

issues it wouldconfront during the Ukraine conflict.

Main part
As for the sagnificant part lets talk about the strategic importance of Georgia
Georgia'ggeographical location makes it an important transit route for energy supplies from
the Caspian Sea into Europe. The BaKuilisit Ceyhan (BTC)The pipeline and the South
Caucasus Pipeline (SCP) are critical infrastructure projects that travel through Gexrgi

highlighting its significance in the regional energy environment. Georgia's stability is
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critical to regional security in the South Caucasus. The escalatiognfrontation between
Russia and Ukraine has raised concerns about the potential spillovexog$fon Georgia and
the wider region. This has ramifications for regional power relations and security plans.

As for economic Impacts. Disruptions to Regional Trade, The conflict has significantly
interrupted trade lines throughout EasternEurope. For Georgia, this means trade
disruptions with Russia and Ukraine, both major trading partners. The closure of land routes
and difficulties in sea shipping have led to increasing logisti€hallenges, with increased
transportation expensegseorgan exports to Russia an@Jkraine include both agricultural
and manufactured items. For example, the war has impacted demand for Georgian wine and
mineral water exports. The Georgian National Statistics Office announced that exports to
Russia fell by 20%ri the first half of 2022 compared to the previous year. Ther also been
economic sanctions against Russia which had indirect effects on georgia. Western sanctions
on Russia have caused economic volatility, affecting its currency and purchasing power. The
weakening of the Russian ruble has made georgian exports more expensive in the russian
market. Furthermore, the sanctions have caused financial disruptions between Georgian
and Russian enterprises. As for an impact on georgian businesses, it seems thatageorg
enterprises have payment issues and financial losses have been encountered in business
interactions in Russia. For instance, businesses in the construction industry have
experienced higheexpenses and delays as a result of supply chain interruptiditnere also
been some reduction in traveler arrivals, one of the problem includes the diminishment of
important markets, according to thé&seorgian national tourism administration. Due to the
conflict, Georgia has seen a dramatic drop in visitors from Rusam Ukraine, two of its
main travel destinations. The number of Russian tourists fell by 35% in 2022 compared to
2021, in this time period the number of Ukrainian tourists fell by 40%, &sr economic

repercussions for the hospitality sector, Businessesthe hospitality sector have been
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severely impacted by the drop in tourism. Tour companies, hotels, and eateries have all
noted a decline in income and employment losses. For instance, Thilisi's hotel occupancy
rates dropped from 75% in 2021 to 55% in 2BD2which resulted in a decline in jobs related

to tourism. there have been some investment difficulties ,due to the war's geopolitical
unrest, georgia is no longer a desirable location for foreign investors. Georgia saw a 15%
decline in foreign direct investment (FDI) in 2022 over the previous year, according to the
World Bank. The reduction in question is ascribed to the increased risks and uncertainties
arising from the conflict.If we look into the impact on important sectors, real estate,
infrastructure, and technology are among the industries that have been impacted by
investment slowdowns. For instance, a lack of investor confidence and financial uncertainty
has resulted in the postponement or cancellation of a number of planned infrastructure
projects.2.4 Impact on the Energy Sector.

Ther have been some unrest in the energy suppleorgia's dependence on energy
imports renders it susceptible to disturbances in local energy supply networks, rendering it
susceptible to supply outages. Global energyces have fluctuated as a result of the conflict,
and supply disruptions may occur. For instance, Georgia's access to natural gas supplies has
been impacted by the closure of energy transit routes via Ukraine.The fluctuation of energy
prices has resultechi higher expenses for businesses and individuals. The Georgian Ministry
of Energy reports that natural gas prices rose by 25% in 2022 over 2021, which had an effect
on industrial production costs as well as household budgets.

On the other hand there were some problems with effects on sociopolitics such as
refugee inflow which couse management challenges, A flood of Ukrainian refugees has
resulted from the violence in to Georgia. By mi@023, Georgia had taken in some 30,000
Ukrainian refugees, according to the UNHCR. The management of this influx has put

Georgia's infrastructure and social services under further stress. The Georgian government
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has put policies in place to help integrate and accommodate refugees, such as offrant

term lodging, medical attention, and educational opportunities. But the rising demand for
these services has put a strain on available funding and brought attention to holes in the
social safety net. We faced some competition for resources, The ifof refugees has
heightened competition for resources, including jobs and housing. This may lead to social
problems by escalating tensions between newcomers and locals. For example, there have
been instances of conflicts in Thilisi around housing availdty and employment
prospects.Policies for Social Integration: Successful Integration In order to maintain social
cohesion, policies are essential. To aid refugees in assimilating into Georgian society, the
Georgian government has concentrated on offerintanguage instruction, cultural
orientation, and employment support.

Genuenly all the ongoing facts increased fears about security, Public worries about
national security have increased due to the conflict's proximity and past encounters with
Russian aggsion. According to National Democratic Institute (NDI) surveys, more than
60% of Georgians are concerned about the conflict's possible aftereffects. There is a growing
need for defense capabilities and improved security measures. To protect against [@ssib
threats, the public and government are pushing for more collaboration with Western friends
and stronger defensive postures.

As for global security, Georgia has stepped up its ambitions to join NATO in reaction
to the conflict. This entails raisingparticipation in NATO exercises, bringing military
standards into compliance with the alliance's mandate, and requesting security assurances
from the group. Georgia has also made an effort to strengthen ties with the EU. This entails
taking part in coopeative security projects and pursuing diplomatic measures to deepen
relationships with EU member states.As security concerns have grown, defense funding has
gone up and military capabilities have been modernized. The Georgian government has set
aside more mney for defense infrastructure expansion, equipment upgrades, and increased

readiness.

39



Georgia has made an effort to increase defense coordination with partners in the
West, such as cooperative military drills and security support initiatives. Ggia's defense
capabilities are to be strengthened, and improved interoperability with NATO troops is the
goal of these efforts. Also as for attempts to enter NATO, Georgia has made a concerted
effort to further its goals of entering NATO. This include takig part in missions overseen
by NATO, adhering to NATO standards, and holding formal diplomatic conversations with
alliance partners. There have been initiatives for EU integration, Georgia has worked to
forge deeper connections with the European Union iaddition to NATO. This entails
complying with EU laws, taking part in EUfunded activities, and looking for funding for
projects aimed at promoting regional stability.Georgia has made an effort to strengthen
regional cooperation by implementing initiativedor collaborative security. This involves,
taking part in cooperative drills with surrounding nations, cultivating diplomatic ties with
significant regional actors, and participating in regional security forums.Georgia also
prioritizes regional infrastrudure and economic collaborations. Georgia endeavors to
enhance stability and lessen the effects of regional conflicts by fortifying economic relations
and undertaking infrastructure projects with adjacent nationgurther more we had seen
improvements in military and defense. In order to finance military modernization and
improvements, Georgia has boosted its defense budget. This entails upgrading defensive
infrastructure, obtaining new equipment, and increasing training initiatives.The Georgian
Ministry of Defense reports that in 2023, the defense budget climbed by 12% over the
previous year, demonstrating the government's commitment to bolstering national
security.our cantry has actively taken part in NAT@ed military drills as well as bilateral
training initiatives with its Western allies. The purpose of these drills is to improve
preparedness and interoperability.Georgia has benefited from financial help, equipment,
and training supplied by Western friends in the form of security aid programs. The
aforementioned programs aim to enhance Georgia's defense capabilities and bolster its

security goals.
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Conclusion

Georgia has seen significant and varied effects from the RusHteaine war, including
changes to its national security, economy, and society. Tingerruptions to investment,
trade, and tourism, in addition to difficulties pertaining to refugees and increased security
worries, highlight Georgia's vulnerability in a volatile region. As Georgia navigates these
problems, it must strike a balance betweesconomic requirements and national security
concerns, while also seeking stabilignd resilience in the face of continuous regional crises.
The war demonstrates the interwoven nature of global geopolitics and its impact on smaller
countries like as Gedajia. The lessons from this circumstance will be critical in developing
future policies and measures to improve national security, economic resilience, and regional
stability. Georgia's response to the conflict will have longrm consequences for its
involvement in regional and global politics, as well as its capacity to negotiate complicated
geopolitical terrain.

This essay examines the impact of the Ruskllraine war on Georgia, using particular
facts, case studies, and analyses to provide a full knogkeof the situation. Each part is
intended to explore Specific facets of the conflict's impact on Georgia, with a thorough and

nuanced analysis.
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Abstract

This paper considess Georgia's strategic potential in reshaping the European Union's economic
architecture by enhancing trade routes, diversifying energy supplies, and fostering deep regional integration.

The paper shows Georgia's position as a key transit hub within the Mligl Corridor offers significant
opportunities for the EU to diversifyboth. Its trade and energy sources, especially in light of shifting global
trade dynamics and geopolitical pressures.

The primary objective is to assess how Georgia's growing infrastamat investments, economic
reforms, and geopolitical relevance can contribute to the EU's letegm economic resilience. The article
attempts to evaluate thee x i sting risks and challenges associated
economic framework including political instability and regional conflicts.

Georgia's geographical position at the crossroads of Europe and Asia provides it with significant
strategic importance, particularly as a vital component of thdiddle Corridor, a trade route that onnects
Europe to China via the South Caucasus. This corridor bypasses traditional northern routes passing through
Russia, making Georgia a key player in EU efforts to diversify trade and transport routes amidst growing
geopolitical uncertainties, includirg sanctions and tensions with Russia. Additionally, Georgia has been
actively pursuingeconomic and political reformsaimed to fostering closer integration with the EU. These
reforms have improved Georgiabs i nvemtiomtonBEuropedni mat e,
businesses looking for new markets and manufacturing bases, especially in the context of rising labor costs in
East Asia.

Through these developments, Georgia has the potentialtto ansf orm t he EU®ds econom
by enhancing comectivity (between Europe and Asia, reducing logistical costs, and creating new trade
opportunities); Supporting energy diversification( cr i t i c al f oterm energy stEatégys antl o n g
providing a stable investment environment

The findingssuggest that while Georgia holds considerable promise as a strategic economic partner for
the EU, there are significant challenges, including the need for political stability and enhanced infrastructure.

The paper supports the idea that both Georgia an&tEU should undertake coordinated policy efforts to fully
realize Georgiabs transformative potential within the

Keywords: Economic Transformation, Trade Corridors, Middle Corridor, Diversification, Regional
Integration.
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Introduction

The European Union is at a critical juncture in its economic development, facing
growing challenges such as geopolitical tensions, energy dependence, and the need for more
stable trade routes. As the global economic landscape evolves, the EU must looktdeiso
traditional economic partners to ensure future stability and growth. One country that stands
out in this regard is Georgia, a strategically located nation in the South Caucasus, at the
intersection of Europe and Asia. Despite itslatively small sze', Georgia has the potential
to play a transformative role in the EUOGS
participation in the Middle Corridor - a vital trade route linking Europe and China.

Georgia's geographic location and its active engagemen economic and
infrastructure reforms make it a key transit hub in a region where Eaétest connectivity
is becoming increasingly important. ThMiddle Corridor? offers the EU an alternative to
traditional northern routes, bypassing Russia and prowigdi greater trade security and
di versification. Additionall vy, Georgi abs r
through pipelines like theBaku-Thilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) pipeling holds significant promise
in helping the EU diversify its energy suppli&away from Russia and toward the Caspian
region.

This paper attempts to assess the strategic importance of Georgia in shaping the future
of the EUOG6s e candnwhah positives eéffecuis eéxpected for both parties. It
discusses howGe or gi ad s geopolitical position, ec
developments can contribute to enhancing EU trade routes, energy security, and regional

economic integration.

1n.d. An official website of the European UnionAccessed 09 30, 2024. https://econoffigance.ec.europa.eu/economntc
and-monetary-union/what-economicand-monetary-union-emu_en.

2n.d. An official website of the European Union. Accessed 09 30, 2024. https://econdimgnce.ec.europa.eu/econontc
and-monetay-union/what-economicand-monetary-union-emu_en.

3n.d. An official website of the European Union. Accessed 09 24, 2024. https://singéeket-
economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/tourismidunding-and-businesses/fundingyuide/europearregionatdevelopmentfund-
erdf-and-cohesionrfund_en.
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The paper attempts to find a proper answer to the most important questiovhat
strategic steps are necessary for Georgia together with the EU to fully realize the potential
of transforming the economic architecture?

In order to fully realize its potential in transforming economic architecture, Georgia
together with the EU must eiance trade agreements, invest in infrastructure, strengthen
digital connectivity, and align regul atory f
the EUO6s diversification goal s.

The findings will have implications not only for EU policymakers but ab for global
trade networks seeking to navigate an increasingly complex geopolitical environment.

It is important to understand how Georgia's strategic position and economic reforms
can contribute to contribute to the EU's economic architecture, espegyalth terms of trade
union and energy diversification. Therefore, the role of Georgia in the Middle Corridor, the
diversification of EU energy supply by ways of reducing dependence on traditional energy
routes, the impact on EUAsia trade routes, and the nia challenges of converging interests
of Georgias strategic economic partnership with EU. By analyzing these topics, we will

answer the main question of the article and hypothesis.

The current economic architecture of the European Union (EU)

Thereis a @mplex system designed to promote economic integration, stability, and
growth among its 27 member states. It rests on several key pillars:

The Single MarketFree Movement of Goods, Services, Capital, and Peoplé:e E UG s
single market is its most defining feature, allowing for the seamless movement of goods,
services, capital, and people across member states without internal barriers. This integration
has significantly increased intr&EU trade and investmentCompetition and Harmonization
of StandardsThe single market relies on harmonized regulations and standards to ensure

fair competition across the EU, while also protecting consumers and the environment.
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The Economic and Monetary Union (EMU)The Eurozone:20 of the EU member
states use the euro as their currency, forming the Eurozone. The euro is managed by the
European Central Bank (ECB)which controls monetary policy for the euro area, aiming
for price stability. Fiscal Coordination:While monetary policy is centralized for the
Eurozone, fiscal policies (taxation and government spending) remain largely the
responsibility of individual member states. However, fiscal coordination mechanisms like
the Stability and Growth Pact set limits on budget deficits drpublic debt to ensure fiscal
discipline (An official website of the European Union n.d.)

Trade Policy- Common External Tariff and Trade AgreementShe EU operates a
customs union, meaning it applies a common external tariff to goods imported from outside
the EU (The Hong Kong Trade Development Council (HKTDC) n.d.Jhe EU negotiates
trade agreements as a single entitpaintaining a unified stance in global trade forums like
the World Trade Organization (WTO)(World Trade Organization (WTO) n.d.) The EU
has numerous trade agreements with countries worldwide, contributing to its position as
one of the largest global trading blocs.

Cohesion Policy and Regional DevelopmentThe EU actively redistributes funds to
promote economic convergence between wealthier and ledsveloped regions through
mechanisms likeCohesion Fundsind the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)
(An official website of the European Union n.d.)These initiatives are aimed at reducing
disparities across regions and fostering balanced economic growth across member states.

Energy and Environmental Policies The EU has &reen Dedl and a commorEnergy

Union framework’ to promote sustainability and energy independen¢Pefard 2023) It is

4 C.Crelo. 2024. Overview. Informational, Organization, 6a Circuit de la Foire Internationale: web page. Accessed 09 25,
2024.https://lwww.esm.europa.eu/aboutis#headlinewho_we_are.

5Churchelauri, la. 2016. "The Significance of Southern Gas Corridor ." Journal of Social Sciences 6.

6 Defard, Camille. 2023. Energy Union 2.0. to deliver the European Green Deal. 127, report prepms&nergy Union,

18 rue de Londres, 75009 Paris, France: Jacques Delors Institute. Accessed 09 24, 2024. https://institutdelors.eu/wp
content/uploads/2023/11/R12Energy_Union_2.0_European_Green_Deal_ENpdf.

7 Organisation for Economic Caperation andDevelopment." www.oecd.org. 06 24. Accessed 09 25, 2024.
https://one.oecd.org/document/SDD/DOC(2024)4/en/pdf.
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working to transition to a carbonneutral economy by2050, reducing reliance on fossil
fuels, especially from external sources like Russia, and promoting renewable energy.
External Economic Relations The EU is a major global economic player and aims to
diversify its external economic relations. It engagesith neighboring regions through
initiatives such as thdzastern Partnershigwhich includes Georgia) and is involved in global
economic governance through organizations like the WTO and the G7
The EU has developed mechanisms to deal with financial egssuch as thEuropean
Stability Mechanism (ESM)designed to provide financial assistance to Eurozone countries
in economic distres$C.Crelo 2024)In response to crises like the COVH29 pandemic, the
EU adopted theNextGererationEUW recovery fund to support economic recovery and
resilience. There areltallenges facing the Current Architecture:
1 Geopolitical PressuresThe EU6s reliance on energy i mpo
external dependencies poses significant risks, as seen in recent crises.
1 Economic Disparities:Differences in economic development between northern and
southern or eastern and western EU member®ate challenges for cohesion.
1 Global Competition: The rise of economic powers such as China and increasing

protectionism worldwide challenge the EUOS

Georgia's Strategic Role and Economic Potential
Georgia'sgeographical position makes it a vital transit hub between Europe and Asia,
connecting trade, energy, and transportation routes. Situated at the crossroads of Europe,
Central Asia, and the Middle East, Georgia plays a crucial role in global supply chamas a

energy security, especially as part of the Middle Corridor, which links China to Europe.

8 DIRECTORATE, STATISTICS AND DATA. 2024. "Offers research papers and articles on global trade and geopolitical
developments, including the Middé Corridor." Organization for Economic Gaperation and Development 35.

9 EURLex. 2024. "REGULATION (EU) 2021/1058 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL."
Official Journal of the European Union.
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Middle Corridor (Linking East and West) Georgia is central to thelrans Caspian
International Transport Route (TITRY, or the Middle Corridor, which connects Chia to
Europe via Kazakhstan, the Caspian Sea, and Georgia, continuing through Turkey. This
route serves as a strategic alternative to Russia and southern maritime routes like the Suez
Canal. A key part of this corridorBakuThilisi-Kars (BTK) railway*, has been operating
since 2017, reducing travel times for goods
point.

Geopolitical shifts, such as the Russli¢kraine conflict, have increased the Middle
Corridorés i mportance, ade robtesghiatrogpass Bussiasamede k  a |
volatile regions like Iran.

Black Sea Access and Maritime Tradé&se or gi a6 s B-Pat; BaturSieaad por t s
the Anaklia DeepSea Por® - serve as gateways for goods moving between Europe, the
Caucasus,and CentralAsia These ports enhance Georgiabs |
rail, road, and maritime routes, making it a key player in diversifying global supply chains.

Energy Transit Role in the Southern Gas CorriderGeorgia is also a vital energy
transit hub. The BakuThilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) oil pipeline and the Southern Gas Corridor
including TANAP and TAP pipeline¥, transport Caspian oil and gas to Europe, assisting to
reduce Europebs dependency on Russian energy

Infrastructure Development - Georgia ha made significant investments in its

transportation and logistics infrastructure. The BakUibilisi-Kars (BTK) railway, capable of

10 Foreign investors in Georgia. 2028akuThilisi-Ceyhan pipeline spanning three countries from the Caspian Sea to the
Mediterranean coast. Thilisi, 01 01. https://www.bp.com/en_ge/georgia/home/wive-are/btc.html#accordion_P.

11 Georgia, EU-. 2018. "Association Agreement between the Europeanion and the European Atomic Energy
Community and their Member States, of the one part, and Georgia, of the other part."ledreuropa.eu. 06 01. Accessed
09 25, 2024. http://data.europa.eu/eli/agree_internation/2014/494/2@B801.

12Group, The World Bank. 2023. Middle Trade and Transport Corridor. for noncommercial purposes, Washington, DC:
3 International Bank for Reconstruction and Development/The World Bank. Accessed 09 25, 2024.
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/6248f697aed4be0f770d319dcaa4ciBD062023/original/MiddleTrade-and-
Transport Corridor-World -Bank-FINAL.pdf.

B8Guliyev, Vusal. 2022. The Riseof TraatBa s pi an Routes amidst Russiabés | solation.
Geopoliticalmonitor Intelligence Corp.

14 Jr., Elliott Davis. 2024. "EXPLAINE: Why Did Russia Invade Ukraine?" www.usnews.com. 02 23. Accessed 09 25,
2024. https:/lwww.usnews.com/news/bestountries/articles/explainerwhy-did-russiainvade-ukraine.
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transporting 6.5 million tons of cargo annually, and the Ea#{est Highway'® Project,
linking Black Sea ports with neighborig countries, is central to its strategy of becoming a
key transit hub.
Strategic Importance Amid Geopolitical Shifts Ge or gi adés r ol e as a
grown with increasing geopolitical tensions, particularly due to Western sanctions on
Russia. The Midle Corridor has emerged as a critical link in El@sia connectivity, making
Georgia's role both economically and geopolitically significant. By offering stable trade
routes, Georgia is becoming a key player in global trade networks, especially-pastiemc
and postUkraine invasions.
Georgiadbs involvement in the MiadsChspianCor r i d
International Transport Route (TITR)is a pivotal aspect of its growing influence in EU
Asia trade relationgGuliyev 2022) Fiscal The Middle Corridor serves as an alternative to
northern routes passing through Russia, offering a vital land and sea connection for goods
traveling between China a-Adi(Bapavac2pl®)t maass A Cen't
Central Asia, the Caspian Sea, and the South Caucasus. Georgia's participation in this
initiative strengthens its position as a transit hub and contributes to the reconfiguration of
global trade networks mnid shifting geopolitical realities.
The Middle Corridor connectsChina to Europehrough a series of railways, highways,
and maritime routes, bypassing Russian territory. Georgia is a central node in this corridor,
linking Central Asiato the European market by offering a direct transit path through the
South CaucasusThe TransCaspian SegmentThe Middle Corridor starts in China and
crosses Central Asia viKazakhstanbefore reaching the Caspian Sea. Goods are then
transported by fery across the Caspian Sea to torgian port of Potion the Black Sea,
from where they continue by ship tdRomaniag Bulgaria or via the BakuThilisi-Kars (BTK)

railway to Turkey and further into Europe. This railway, which has been operating since

BKornely Kakachia, Agnieszka Leguc keawgloblistthtedy make d difference? dze. 20
Strengthening resilience in the Eastern Partnership countries." Democratization (Informa UK Limited, trading as Taylor
& Francis Group) 20. https://doi.org/10.1080/13510347.2021.1918110.
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2017, connects Azerbaijan Georgig and Turkey, significantly enhanci
efficiency by reducing travel time and creating a seamless land connection betw@entral
Asiaand European marketsBy serving as a key transit country, Georgia facilitatise flow
of goods betweerChina and Europeenhancing itsgeopolitical significanceand increasing
trade volumes passing through the region. As tensions with Russia have led to a demand for
alternatives to the northern routes, the Middle Corridor has becaa preferred choice for
many European and Asian businesses.

The Middle Corridor provides the European Union with aalternative routefor trade
with Asia avoiding both,Russiaand theSuez Canalwhich is often congested and vulnerable
to disruptions. Ths route is especially crucial given thgeopolitical risksassociated with
Russia following the invasion of Ukraine, which has disrupted trade routes and logistics
networks passing through Russian territorgKornely Kakachia 2021) With the Middle
Corridor, the EU can lessen its reliance on trade routes passing through Russia, a particularly
important consideration given the economic sanctions imposed on Russia by the EU. This
strategic shift also supports the EU's broader policgads ofdiversifying its trade routes
mitigating risks associated with geopolitical instability anctducing dependence on Russia.
By Energy and Trade Security The EU views the Middle Corridor as a key component of
its strategy to diversify energy supms and enhance trade securitDIRECTORATE,
Organisation for Economic Caperation and Development 2024) Geor gi ab6s str a
as a transit hub contributes toth& U6 s ener gy di ,vespecwllyfthronght i on
projeds like the Southern Gas Corridarbringing Caspian gaso European markets via
Georgi a. I n this context, Georgiabs active
bolsters its economy but also contributes to theconomic development of the EU by
providing more reliable and secure trade routes to Asia.

Georgia has made significamtfrastructure investmentsto improve its capacity as a
logistics hubfor the Middle Corridor. These projects are critical for ensuring that Georgia

remains competitive as a transit country and can handle increasing trade volumes.
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Investments to upgrade these ports, along with plans to build tAeaklia Deep Sea Port

will f urther enhance Georgiads role in global 1

logistics infrastructure, Georgia enhances its attractiveness &wasit hub, boosting trade

volumes and solidifying its role irEU-Asia trade relations

Geor gi aipaton m @ahe Middie Corridor has led to strongereconomic and

diplomatic tieswith the EuropeanUnion The EU has recognized Geo

a bridge between Europe and Asia, leading to increased investments and partnerships in the

region.S#¢ er al agreements and initiatives refl ect

1 EU-Georgia Association AgreemenfThrough this agreement, Georgia has established
closer economic ties with the EU. It includesBeep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area
(DCFTA)¢, which integrates Georgia intdeuropean marketsand enhances the flow of
goods, particularly from Europe to AsiéEU 2018)

1 EU Support for Infrastructure ProjectsThe EU has supported several infrastructure
projects in Georgia aimed at improving connectivity within the Middle Corridor. The
EU's investment inroad, rail, and port infrastructureis part of its broader strategy to
develop sustainable and diversifigdade routes that enhance its economic security.

1 Black Sea Connectivity The EU has also highlighted the importance dlack Sea
connectivity as part of itsTransEuropean Transport Network (TENTI) initiative *".
Georgiabs strategi a@a pmasKietsi ont oann tihnep oBltamk
efforts to link Europe with Central Asia and beyond.

Georgi aods geopolitical and economic aspi-
conflicts, investment risks, and regulatory barriers, also provide unique oppaities for

collaboration and growth in partnership with the EU, China, and other global powers.

Georgiabs Potential to Contribute to the Div

16 NDC Staff. 2023. pia2023.n@artnership.org. Accessed 09 25, 2024. https://pia2023.ndcpartnership.org/georgia/.
17 Papava, Vladimer. 2010. "Central Caucassia: from Imperial to Democratic Geopolitics." BULLETIN OF THE
GEORGIAN NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, 5.
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Georgia holds a strategic position in the global energy landscape, particularly in the
contextoftheEur opean Uni ondés ener. f§sythe@&W seeks te educec at i o
its dependence on traditional energy suppliersparticularly Russia which has been the
dominant provider of natural gas and oil to EuropeGeorgia's role as &ansit country for
energy becomes increasingly significant. Through existing pipelines and future projects,
Georgia has the potential to enhance th&outhern Gas Corridorand support the
diversification of energy routes and supplies for the EU.

The Southern Gas Corridor (SGG3 one of the most important initiatives in which
Georgia participates. It is a major pipeline system transporting natural gas fromGhaspian
Searegion (Shah Deniz field- is expected to transport aroundi6 billion cubic meters of gas
annually with the potential to increase in the future.) Europe, bypassing Russia
(DIRECTORATE, Offers research papers and articles on globabléraand geopolitical
developments, including the Middle Corridor. 2024)The SGC significantly contributes to
the EUbG6s efforts to diversify its gas suppl
Russian energy routes.

Geor gi ab6s c o nSoutherb Gas Carridosttengthént EU energy security
by offering an alternative route for natur al
reduce its energy dependence (THeU imports approximately 40% of its gdsom Russia
on Russia, particularly since its invasion dfkraine, this corridor provides a stable and
secure option for diversifying energy imports. This could involve tapping into oth€aspian
Sea gas fieldand expanding capacity through additional infrastructer. Geor gi adés r O
reliable transit country makes it critical to the success of this expansion. Georgia also plays
an important role in Energy Diversification for Europeand the transit of oil through the
BakuThilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) pipeline which carries crude oil from the Azeri-Chirag
Gunashli field in the Caspian Sea across Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Turkey to the
Mediterranean port of Ceyhann Turkey. The BTC pipeline has a capacity of ovémillion

barrelsperdayand i s a maj or cdivepsibed energy supply rautes. tThe e 6
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BTC pipeline bypasses botRussiaand Iran, providing the EU with access t&€aspian oil
through a safe and stable transit route. This pipeline has been operational since 2006, and
its significance has only grown asufope seeks to reduce its dependence on Russian energy
exports(foreign investors in Georgia 2024)

Georgiabs potential contribution to the EU
fossil fuels. As the EU transitions to l@aw-carbon economy£, Georgiaods abunda
resources offer opportunities for collaboration irrenewable energyprojects, such as
hydropower (hydropower resourcesaccount for nearly 80% of its domestic electricity
production) and there is potential for Georgia to export clean energy to the European
market, particularly through future energy infrastructure developments such as
interconnections via theBlack Sealn other words, the EU seeks to transition to@rbon
neutral economyby 2050, Georgiabs renewabl e energy
reducing carbon emissions and diversifying energy supplies. Collaborativer&sfin green
energy infrastructurec oul d furt her solidify Georgiabs r
(EUR-Lex 2024)

Ge or Black ®sa portsparticularly Poti and Batumi, offer strategic access for
energy transit, both for the import and export ohatural gas, oil, and potentially renewable
energy. The development of théAnaklia Deep Sea Porproject can become a major hub for
energy and trade routes, providing Europe whitdirect access to the Caucasus and Central
Asian energy suppliedt would facilitate increased shipments of liquefied natural gas (LNG)
and other energy resources, further bol ster:i

significant promiseine nhanci ng Georgiabs role in the EU®S

18Rompuy, Herman Van. R12. "Speech by Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European Council, at the Plenary
Meeting of the Committee of the Regions." EUROPEAN COUNCIL. Brussels: EUCO 80/12 , 05 03.
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Internal Reforms and Investment Policies in Georgia

Georgiabs pur sui tEuropkeantiooisuaderpibhnededyg sigmificanth t h e
domestic reforms and investment policies that have transformed the country into an
important partner for the EU. These reforms have not only fosteredonomic growthand
political stability but also enhancedransparency improved environment for businessand
investment climate (Rompuy 2012) By aligning its economic and regulatory framework
with European standards, Georgia positions itself as a reliable and strategic partner for the
EU, particularly in trade, energy, and regional connectivity.

Since the early 2000s, Georgia has undergone a seriexofiomic reformsaimed at
fostering a marketdriven economy, reducing corruption, and improving the overall
business environment. These refors have been essential in building Georgi@sonomic
resilienceand have increased its importanas an investment place for EU countries.

Georgia has implemented some of the most businé#sndly tax policies in the region.

It has simplified its ax system, reduced the number of taxes offered low tax rates to attract
foreign investors, and streamlined its customs procedures to comply with international
standards, simplifying the process for importers and exporters. Georgia has also
implemented eledronic systemsfor customs declarations, reducing bureaucratic hurdles
and improving efficiency. The Georgian government has pursued an aggressive policy of
privatizing state owned enterprisesnd reducing regulatory barriers for businesses. This has
led to increasedforeign direct investment (FDI}°, particularly from EU countries, as
investors find the environment more conducive to business growth. These economic
reforms have been critical in ensuring that Georgia remains competitive in the global

marketplace.

19n.d. The Hong Kong Trade Development Council (HKTDC). Accessed 092024.
https://research.hktdc.com/en/article/MzMONTYwOTQX.

54



Georgi abs ef f obuginessehvsonment paveobean witlety eecognized
by international organizations such as th@&/orld Bank?°, which has consistently ranked
Georgia among the top countries for ease of doing busifiess

Georgahamsne of the worl dbés fastest business 1
able to be incorporated in as little as one day. The Georgian government has strengthened
legal protections for property rights, which is crucial for foreign investors seeking toseire
that their investments are secure. In addition, Georgia has establishedependent
arbitration courts and created a legal environment that ensures contract enforcement,
boosting investor confidence. Georgia has createdflaxible labor market allowing
businesses to operate more efficiently, with labor regulations that strike a balance between
protecting workers and fostering business growth. This makes Georgia particularly
attractive for manufacturingand logisticscompanies operating along thkliddle Corridor.
By aligning its legal framework withEuropean standardsGeorgia offers a predictable and
transparent business environment, which is essential for attracting letegm investments
from EU countries(Parliament of Georgi€2021)

One of Georgia's most significant achievements has been its fight against corruption.
The country has transformed from one of the most corrupt peSbviet states to a leader in
transparency and governance reforms, earning international praise and furthehancing
its appeal to European investors. By reducing corruption, Georgia has created a stable and
reliable environment for businesses and investors, making it a safer destination for EU
investments and a key partner in broad&tU governance and rule o initiatives.

Geor gi a 6 diberalfoecign irvestinent policieshave been central to its ability

to attract investments from EU countries. The government has made concerted efforts to

20n.d. World Trade Organization (WTO). Accessed 09 24, 2024.
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/whatis_e.htm.
22 14 4. T ka4 1 1, 12021, "matsne.gov.ge." Vers., | _ . . 1T e d s "

C14, ) d 1~ wad 1. . . .1110802. Accessed 09 25, 2024.
https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/28408?publication=70
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align its investment framework with European and internatioal best practicesensuring
that foreign investors are granted equal treatment under the law. The government offers
investment incentivesin key sectors such as energy, manufacturing, and infrastructure,
making Georgia a potential hub fogreen energyinvestment.

Georgia has signed severddree Trade Agreementswith key trading partners,
including the EU. The EU-Georgia Association Agreementvhich includes aDeep and
Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA)provides Georgian products witlpreferential
access to the European market. This has boosted trade between Georgia and EU countries,
with significant growth in exports of agricultural products, textiles, and machinerfeU
2018) Additionally, Georgia's FTAs wih China and countries in theCommonwealth of
Independent States (CIS)make it an attractive location folEuropean companie®oking to
access markets beyond the EU, especiallyAsia

To enhance its role astaansit hub and bolster its attractiveness to European investors,
Georgia has invested heavily imfrastructure development These projects are particularly
significant for the EU, given Georgiads cent
like the Middl e Corridorand theSouthern Gas Corridar

Georgia has improved its transport infrastructure, including roads, railways, and
seaports, to facilitate trade and improve connectivity. Investments in tBaku Thilisi-Kars
(BTK) railway and EastWest Highway have made it easier for goods to move through
Georgia to both EU and Asian markets.

Geor gi abds p a rSouthern GasCorridonas solidified itseole as an energy
transit country. Investments inpipeline infrastructureand energy terminalshave enhanced

its capacity to transport energy resources from ti@aspian regiorio Europe.

22 geopolitical developments, including the Middle Corridor." Organization for Economic @gperationand

Development 35.

2The Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) is a regional intergovernmental organization in Eurasia. It was formed
following the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991 and is its legal successor. It covers an area of 20,368,759 km2
(7,864,422 sq mi) and has an estimated population of 239,796,010. The CIS encourages cooperation in economic,
political, and military affairs and has certain powers relating to the coordination of trade, finance, lawmaking, and
security, including crossborder crime prevention.
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Through the EU-Georgia Association AgreemenGeorgia has undertaken reforms in
areas such asgade, environment, competition, intellectual property andlabor stanards
all of which contribute to the creation of a level playing field for EU investors.

Ge o r gadlitmad stability and its longstandingaspiration for EU integrationare key
factors that make it an attractive partner for European investors. Since 20B8orgia has
consistently pursued a priWestern foreign policy, emphasizing closer ties with the EU and
NATO. This political alignment fosters confidence among EU investors, knowing that
Georgia is a stable partner with a clear European trajectory.

Georga faces several challenges and opportunities in its quest to enhance its role in
regional trade and energy networks. Despite regional instability, geopolitical competition,
and infrastructure gaps, these issues also present avenues for growth. By invastikey
infrastructure projects such as the Anaklia Deepea Port and thdaku-Thilisi-Kars (BTK)
railway, Georgia can strengthen its position as a transit hub and global supply chain player.

There are key Challenge®Regional Conflictss Geor gi adés proxi mity tc
like Nagorno-Karabakh and its tense relations with Russia pose risks to its stability. To
remain a reliable transit hub, maintaining political stability and security is crucial.
Infrastructure Limitations - While Georgia has made progress, further investment is needed
to enhance infrastructure. Projects | ike the
maritime potential in the Middle Corridor. Geopolitical Risks- Unresolved disputes in
Abkhazia and South Oss@, combined with Russia's regional influence, create
vulnerabilities. Russia's opposition to energy routes bypassing its territory could threaten
Geor gi dednsambitomsg

Opportunities: Infrastructure Development - Expanding pipeline capacity
modernizing transit infrastructure, and completing strategic projects like the Anaklia Port
can help Georgia fully realize its potential as a transit hubompetition with Other Routes
- Although the Middle Corridor competes with routes like the NorthernCorridor (via

Russi a), the growing geopolitical tensions
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relevance. Georgia can leverage this to grow its prominen&#] Support- Strengthening
ties with European institutions through increased investments in mafstructure and energy
security projects, especially renewabl es, c
diversification strategy.

Geor gi abs 1 rEUdragde eottesaomributen to dhe EU diversifying its
markets by offeringalternative trarsit corridors enhancingaccess to Asiand the Caspian
region, and reducing dependence on traditional and politically sensitive routes, particularly
those dominated byRussia

The EU's reliance on Russian transport corridors has proven risky, particylairing
political crises such as thdrussiaUkraine war. By integrating Georgia into its trade
networks, the EU gains access to a secure route that bypasses Russian territory, offering a
stable alternative Diversification of Trade Routesfor transporting goods toAsia, especially
through the BakuThbilisi-Kars (BTK) railway and the EastWest Highway. Geor gi aos
position within the Middl e CBeltandRoad Initistvek e s i t
(BRI), creating a landsea link between the EU and Chinese markets.

Georgia serves as a gateway to these markets througiTtiams Caspian International
Transport Route (TITR) connecting the EU to Central Asia vieailway and sea transport

Ge o r deepandComprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA)th the EU facilitates
greater integration of Georgian goods into the European market. This agreement not only
boosts bilateral trade between the EU and Georgia but also enhances Georgia's
Aattract i trangt eosirdary for&sropean companies looking to trade with the
broaderCaucasusnd Central Asianregions.

Ge o r chydeofower potential and future energy collaboration with the EU in
renewable energy project®ffer opportunities for green energy expts. By developing
cleaner energy trade routes, the EU can use easily energy imports from the Caspian and

beyond.

58



The development ofail and multimodal transport systemscross Georgia aligns with
the EUOGs efforts to r eductstradehnetwoeks Themusemime nt a |
efficient rail corridors, as seen in thdliddle Corridor, minimizes the environmental impact
compared to more traditional routes that rely heavily on road or maritime transport.
Georgiabs 1integrat i onjustabbubmakkdl actessabdtalsoralooutt e s i
geopolitical strategy By building closer trade ties with Georgia, the EU strengthens its
influence in the South Caucasusegion and helps foster greater political stability.

As Georgia seeks closer integration with the West, including aspirations for eventual
EU membership deeper economic ties withEutopean EU r e
orientation. This serves as a strategic counterbalance to Russian influence in th@me
Strengthening trade links with Georgia also contributes tegional stability by promoting
economic development and crogsorder cooperation in the South Caucasus. This is critical
for maintaining secure and stable trade rout@s a region that has historically been prone
to geopolitical tensions.

Georgia plays an important role irupgrading regional infrastructure, serving as a
bridge between Europe and Asia. Its improved transport networks, trade corridors, and
energy transit systems are key to the EU's strategy for diversifying trade routes and ensuring
more reliable connections.

Georgiabs Bl ack Sea ports, particularly Po
links with the East. As part of the TRACECA program, these ports connect the EU to
emerging markets in Central Asia. The planned Anaklia De§ga Port will further erhance
Georgiabs rol e, all owi ng |-Buragianrtrade lay flinfkimg tos hi p s
Georgiabs rail and road networ ks.

As part of the Southern Gas Corridor (SGC)Georgia is significanto EU energy

security, providing a critical route ér Caspian Sea gas, and reducing dependence on Russian

24 Transport Corridor Europe Caucasus AiBRACECA)- brought together trade and transport ministers from the
original eight TRACECA countriesArmenia, Azerbaijan Bulgaria,Georgig KazakhstanKyrgyz Republic Moldova,
Romania,Tajikistan, and Turkey.
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supplies. Additionally, Georgia has upgraded its domestic energy infrastructure to support
its transit role and align with EU energy efficiency and renewable energy initiatives

Georgia is also invemg in becoming a digital trade hub, enhancing
telecommunications and governance. As -&ommerce grows between the EU and Asia,
Georgiads digital infrastructure wil$mapl ay a
and mediumsized enterpries (SMES}).

The countryos mul ti modal transport Ssyst et
networks, boosting trade efficiency and enabling faster crdssrder movement of goods. Its
adoption of intelligent transport systems (ITS) further improves logisics and traffic
management.

Georgiads infrastructure devel opment has
particularly through public-private partnerships (PPPs)Support from the European
Investment Bank (EIB%, the European Bank forReconstruction and Development
(EBRDY®, and the E U @\sighborhood Investment Platform (NIP¥ has helped Georgia
improve regional connectivity and strengthen its ties to the European market.

This integration support s tidnandBust@imabiliyoal s o
strengthening ties wi t h Georgi a and regi or

competitiveness on the global stage.

®Energy efficiency helps reduce overall energy consumption
ambition, while enhancing present and future energsecurity and affordability.

26 Small and mediumsized enterprises (SMEs) represent 99% of all businesses in the EU. The definition of an SME is

important for access to finance and EU support programs targeted specifically at these enterprises.

27 An intelligent transportation system [TS) is an advanced application that aims to provide innovative services relating

to different modes of transport and traffic management and enable users to be better informed and make safer, more

coordinated, and 'smarter' use of transport networks.

26The European Investment Bank (EIB) works closely with other EU institutions to foster European integration, promote

the development of the EU, and support EU policies in over 160 countries around the world.

2The European Bank for Reconstruction and Developni§EBRD) was founded in 1991 to create a new p&3bld War

era in central and eastern Europe. They are now doing more than ever befageross three continents to further

progr ess t o-wariented scondnmes ankl 8¢ promotion of private andeetp r eneur i al initiativeo.
30The Neighborhood Investment Platform (NIP) is a mechanism aimed at mobilizing additional funding to finance

capitakintensive infrastructure projects in EU partner countries covered by the European Neighborhood Policy (ENP) in

sectors such as transport, energy, environment, and social development.

60



Conclusion

To enhance its role in regional and EU economic architecture, Georgia must focus on

deepening both economic and political reforms:

il

Strengthen Governance and Rule of Lawmplement more robust legal and regulatory
frameworks to ensure political stability, reduce corruption, and build investor
confidence. A transparent legal environment igssential for longterm investments,
especially in key sectors like energy and infrastructure.

Align with EU Standards Continue aligning domestic policies with EU regulations,
particularly in sectors like trade, transportation, and energy. This will faitdte deeper

i ntegration into EU markets and enhance
region.

Diversify the Economy Reduce reliance on a few industries by fostering innovation and
supporting sectors like renewable energy, logistics, and teology. Encouraging
entrepreneurship and foreign direct investment (FDI) will boost economic resilience.
Infrastructure Development Invest in modernizing transport and energy infrastructure
to support the Middle Corridor and solidify Georgia's position agegional hub between
Europe and Asia.

The EU can enhance integration with Georgia by focusing on strategic collaboration

in key areas:

f

Expand Trade OpportunitiesDeepen the scope of the Deep and Comprehensive Free

Trade Area (DCFTA) to cover additionaectors and address netariff barriers. This will

Ge

boost Georgiabs integration into EU markets

Invest in Infrastructure: Increase funding and support for transportation and energy
infrastructure that links Georgia with EUmember states. Jointly financed infrastructure
projects can enhance regional connectivity, making Georgia a significant transit route for

both goods and energy supplies.
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1 Energy Cooperation Support Georgia in becoming a key player in EU energy
diversification. This includes investing in Georgian renewable energy projects and
strengthening energy infrastructure, such as pipelines and interconnectors, that serve EU
energy needs.

1 Provide Technical AssistanceOffer greater technical assistance and capadityilding
support to help Georgia implement necessary reforms, meet EU standards, and improve
governance.

By focusing on these suggestions, the EU can enhance its integration with Georgia in
trade, infrastructure, and energy. Strengthening trade relations, @sting in critical
infrastructure, and supporting energy diversification will help Georgia play a more
significant role in the EUG6s economic strat
investment will be key to realizing these goals and achievingutual benefits for both the

EU and Georgia
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Abstract

The events of the last few yearsincluding the COVID-19 pandemic that began in January 2020; The
withdrawal of the United States from Afghanistan on August 30, 2021; The withdrawal of the Fredet
peacekeeping forces from the Central African Republi€Mali in August 2022; The Russiatkraine military
conflict that started in February, 2022; The attack on Israel by the terrorist groups of Hamas on October 7,
2023 and the IsraelHamas military confrontation that developed in this background; The sipadecrease in
the economic growth of the EU countries and many more other events of last decade, made the EU member
states, and not only these countries, to talk about the problem of the future security system of the EU.

The purpose of this study is toffid out that armed conflicts between nations, for this particular case,
Russiari Ukrainian armed conflict is a fertile ground and cover for radical terrorist groups to carry out terror
in the peaceful countries of the EU. Another issue of this researchitoig whether above mentioned countries
use statelevel terrorism in EU states to achieve their goals.

As the military conflict escalates between those abeweentioned countries and more people die, both
civilian and military, it will become more difficult to solve the military conflict between Russia and Ukraine
in the peaceful way. Sometimes state government use so called state terrorism method in another third country
to achieve their state goals in the fastest, cheapest and easiest way. Both sides afrtted military conflict
are able to conduct such terror and threat to another, the third country. Therefore, both of them want other
states to stop supporting this armed conflict. This could be achieved by different means and one of them is
conducting terorist acts to threaten peaceful people of those third states, indirectly involved in the military
conflict.

Key words:terrorism; Islamist terrorism; modern understanding of terrorism; jihadism; state level terrorism;
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Introduction

Terrorism itself has wide range of definition in the scholarly literature. The reasons
terrorism act is carried out is different and various. It could be conducted because of
achieving different political goals. Terrorism could be planned amckecuted by different
extremist and radical religion groups or by other groups or planned and conducted even by
some state government itself. It could be done against some people, against group of people
or against person. As we can see the goal of tersorj the executers of terror, the subjects
and the objects of terror is different. Because of that it is almost impossible to set up perfect
definition of the term fiterrorismo. Though,
different kind of violence against innocent people, who has nothing to do with the case, in
order to force government one or any specific country, to achieve selfish political goals in
the easiest and the cheapest possible waassume that most of the readers will agree to
that definition of the term terrorism.

There are a lot of different reasons of conducting terrorist violence against peaceful
people in EU. States in EU are multultural and densely populated, making European cities
attractive targets for terrorism atickers. The EU has an open border policy between its
member states promoting and facilitating the free movement of terrorist which allows both
of them to give a chance carry out attacks on EU territory wherever they need to.
Accordingly, they attempt to spead fear and portray the inability of local governments to
ensure both the safety and security environm
developed line of communications and transport infrastructure in EU will facilitate
development of good aganized networks for terrorist organizations. It is well known that
certain segments of population in EU live in social isolations. Their integration into the EU
population has not been possible for decades due to language barriers, differences in
lifestyle, diversity of religion belief and many other reasons including the fact that they do
not share European values. Citizens of these segments of the population, especially Muslim

and Islamic citizens, in terms of low level of education, can be easily ratiiea by extremist
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thoughts due to improper social life and wages. Armed conflicts in the neighboring
countries EU, for example RussiatUkrainian armed conflict most probably will foster
different terrorist groups to plan, prepare and conduct violence amefrorist act against
peaceful populace of the states in the EU. Based on experience of armed conflicts tend to

make arms and ammunition readily available to both gangs and terrorists.

Main Part

So far, we have seen almost every kind terrorism act irethistory of Europe starting
from Middle Ages until now. Modern understanding of terrorism is based on the process of
public killing and numerous executions during the first revolution in France by the end of
18th century when the first Republic country ofFrance was established. After the first
revolution in France, the democratic country of France with three governing branches
(Legislative, Executive and Judicial) was born. That was the greatest step for mankind and
for Europe changing state governing dg/from the Feudalism into the democratic. Though
during the period of the first French revolution, implementation of extreme and radical
ideology caused massive bloodshed because of terror and massive massacre of the pbpulace.

From 1919 until 192 during the Irish War of Independence from the Great Britain,
the terrorist organization known as Irish Republican Army il RA0 empl oyed gu
tactics i raids and ambushes, kidnaping and sabotage on the English soil and on the
Continental Europe. Theywanted British government to negotiate. In 1931 and again in
1936 IRA was declared as illegal and terrorist organization. IRA killed more than 1,800
people, including approximately 600 civilians. After the Birmingham pub bombing, in
November 21, 1974 explosion killed 21 peopldé the deadliest attack on English soil, IRA
began a series of terrorist attacks on Brita

from Adolf Hitler to help remove the British army from Ireland. In 2005 IRA announced

1 French History of the Five RepublicsFrench History of the Five Republics Simply France (simplyfrance.com)
G111, .7 . 130.10.24 1
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that it had ended its armed campaign, but in 2015 an investigation revealed that at least
some of the organizational structure of the Provisional IRA was still in plate.

Political assassinations with national revolutionary goals became a thing of the past
when social revolutionary organizations appeared on the scene. In the 1970s, small groups
appeared on the territory of Western Europe, whose goal was to eliminate general social
inequality. One good example of this is the Red Brigades in Italfhe Red Brigads were
formed in 1970 and have existed for almost 20 years. They considered terror as the best way
to fight. In 1970, German students announced about the foundation of the Red Army
faction, which was linked to the 1968 student protests in West Germany. Thenain
demand was to remove from the government all those government officials who belonged
to the former fasci®Est party or so called ASS

The National Liberal Front of Corsica FLNC - was formed in 1976, on the island of
Corsica, located in the Medérranean Sea south east of France. The FLNC was founded by
the amalgamation of two small paramilitary groups fighting for Corsican independence from
France. The main demands of this terrorist organization were: 1. the independence of the
island of Corsicdrom the French government; 2. respect for the national traditions of the
Corsicans and 3. Protection of the Corsican language. On September 28, 2023, during the
visit of French President Emmanuel Macron to the island of Corsica, he made a proposal to
the Parliament of Corsica, with a wide autonomy of the island as part of Franétowever,
his statement was followed by several explosions from the FLNC the next day, demanding
the independence of Corsica. Antrrench graffiti appeared in Corsica, by the FIQ\ in
2024.

There are far more numbers to count down of less know terrorist organizations within

the EU, besi de above mentionedi.n FGer neaxmymp | fet
2rish Republican Army, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Irish-RepublicanArmy, (4 1 1 1, .~ . 130.10.24 1
3Red Army Faction, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Red Army-Faction, (4 1 1 1 , .~ . 130.10.24 1

“France's Corsica rocked by blasts claimed by separatist grdufms://www.rfi.fr/en/france/20231008 france-s-corsica
rocked-by-blastsclaimed-by-separatistgroup, (4 1 1 1 , .~ . 130.10.24 1
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Angry B-riingadeo Uni ted Ki ngdiom, GeirSman ya,l nsRi rPeac
-in France, ASi tuati oni-SHTIs ; (Gseirtmaatyi, o-inmKsotmmumt
Ger many, AThe 2 1Jin Germariy cande maayn athiers. The terrorist
organizations described above represent the-aaled nonlIslamist groups that were at
motivated by Islamic, Muslim or other religious. However, they were united and combined
under political or social motivations.

Speaking of Islamic terrorist organizations, we should remember the most famous
terrorist attack on the Munich Olympics in Gemany. During the 1972 Munich Olympic
Games, the terrorist group "Black September" affiliated with the Palestinian terrorist group
"FATAH" broke into the dormitory of the Jewi
prisoner and demanded the release of thalPstinian fighters captured by Israel. As a result
of the counterterrorist operation, several German police officers and two German
helicopter pilots were injured and killed. Unfortunately, the Jewish athletes could not be
freed and all eleven sportsmenere killed. Some of the terrorists were destroyed, and some
were taken in hostage by the police. The only positive result of the terrorist act of Munich
was that the West German authorities, Ulrich Wegener, the security adviser of the Olympic
Games, weranstructed to form an anttterrorist unit (State Border Guard). Subsequently,
Border Guard Group N9 GSG 9 has emerged as an effective coustrorist force in the
world. ®

The names of the following terrorist organizations are related to Islaterrorism:
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and its divisioiid=atah,Hamas, Islamic Jihad and
a-AgsaMartyrs Brigade. A s -Qaedh. |AnoDes anm & Tdhiham L ade
which has the government power in Afghanistan. Islamic Statelcdq and ashSham- ISIS.

Numbering the terrorist acts carried out by them would carry us far away. According to FBI

5 Germany expands antierror squad GSG ittps://www.dw.com/en/germanyexpandsanti-terror-squadgsg9/a
4214834, 1 11, .~ , 130.10.2% 1
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data, 74% of terrorist attacks in Europe in 204218 were carried out by Islamic terrorist
organizations.

Islamic terrorist organizatims are not characterized by strict vertical governance.
They are usually scattered in small independent groups. The peculiarity of their actions is
manifested in the organization of terrorism in the name of Islamic religion.

According to the Global Terrorsm Index 2022 over 10 000 people were killed in
terrorism attacks in a single year in 2015. Increased counterterrorism coordination at both
the state and international level have played a role in reducing the impact of terrorism
around the world$

The government of the state of Israel have been affective against terrorism during last
decade. It has al most defeated the terrorist
i's facing another terrorist organi gdmatton fFa
AFor by wise guidance you can wage your war 0.
in Lebanon on September 19, 2024the massive and almost simultaneous explosion of
pagers and handheld radios. As a result of this terrorist act, moraan 20 people were killed
and almost 3000 were injured and maimed. It was an act of terrorism that Israel orchestrated
in response to Hezbollah's support for Hamas. The terrorist acts allegedly punished the
command ring of the terrorist organization based Lebanon, whereby the Israeli special
services tried to destroy the commandnd-control process in the command rings of
Hezbol |l ah. On the other hand, the effects o
explosion of handheld radios and cell phonesdmext day, caused massive panic and fear
among the civilian population. Several members of the terrorist organizatiohlezbollah -
were Killed, but civilians were also killed, including children?

After 2019 till now Western Allies, NATO and itsAllies has withdrawn all the forces

from Iraq and Syria, in 2021 from Afghanistan and Pakistan, in 2023 from Africa and all

6l nstitute for Economics and Peace. AGI|I obaR02ZePg29 ri sm | ndex
7 http s://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/18/world/middeeast/israelexploding-pagershezbollah.html
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other places all over the world where ARaida is operating and growing. Now AQaida
and IS have much bigger area to operate themey did before 2019. This makes more
difficult to make pressure on these terrorist organizations to prevent them doing and
conducting terrifying terrorism acts. While Ukrainians are confronting Russia in the
Eastern Europe with the different military and lmmanitarian aid of Western countries, the
terrorism threat from Muslim African Region Sahel is growing day by day. As it appears,
Russian-Ukrainian armed conflict is a good opportunity for radical Islamist terrorist groups
for distractions in order to stengthen their positions in another part of the world.

According to the Economist (the British weekly newspaper), the Sahel region in
Africa has become the epicenter of terrorism actions. An-laida affiliated terrorist group
named as AJamal @mt MNsilsiams Afii s recognized as
terrorist organization which has contributing 35 % of all global deaths from terrorism by
2021. As the Economist wrote: AA new crop o
Western troops andJN peacd&eepers and brought in Russian mercenaries instead, have full
the violence. Mauritania and Chad have been forced to disband ®&& Sahel, a fivecountry
anti-terrorist operation, after the military regimes in Burkina Faso, Niger and Mali
withdrew. 8

The Catholic charity Aid to the Church in Need has highlighted the fact that the
Sahel has become one of the most dangerous regions in the world for Christiam&4arch
2020, US sent a special operations force to the Sahel region to combat the rising emlen
from terrorist groups. In 2011, terrorist organizations operating in the Sahel, including
ABOKO HARAM #, | s |-Qaeda in th8 tslanice Maghreld (AGIM) have
magnified the violence, extremism and instability of the region.

Terrorists have forced the Christian population of Debbe Burkina Fasao leave

their village. Earlier they shot dead two scouts in the village church who resisted their

8 "Mauritania is a beacon of stability in the couprone Sahel"' 7The EconomistISSN0013 0613 Retrieved10
August2024y.
9 ACN, "Sahel: ACN comes to the aid of Christians displaced by terrédfCN International. Retrieved26 April 2024.
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orders. This incident was reported by Bishop Prosper B. Ky during a visit to theemtational
headquarters of the pontifical foundation Aid to the Church in Need (ACNYWe can find
many other similar facts committed by Islamist radical terrorists in the Sahel region. These
are clear and vivid examples of how dangerous Islamic terrorig@an be in vulnerable
countries

As DW news reports: on September 7th
killed at least 80 people in northeastern Nigeria. Roughly 150 insurgents stormed into
village of Mafa on motorcycles, shooting residents dead andtisg building on fire. It

appears to be a revenge attack for the killing of two militants by vigilantes from the village.

202

ABoko Haram fAhave killed more than 40 000

last 15 years. The group has also been ¢eizing framers in northeastern Nigeria. The
militants steal corps and kidnap agricultural workers for ransom. The government recently
deployed a new security force to protect the farmers. But it has not been enough to stop the
attacks and to prevent thiserrorist group conducting fire arm attack. Nigerian government
cannot protect people. That was the aim of the terrorist group and they have achieved their
goals in this poor African country of Sahel region. The question is what will be next. From
the Middle East example, we know that many Lebanese people view Hezbollah (terrorist
organization supported by Iran) as a powerful political force and view as more effective than
state forces, particularly in terms of security and political representation. Thefgrence for
Hezbollah over state forces is influenced by perceptions of its military capabilities and the
failure of the Lebanese Army to provide security in certain contexts.

We have to know that HABoko Har amoshiss
Aforbidden westernizationo. This terrbri
militant Islamic movement. According to the Jihadism armed confrontation against political

rivals is a theologically legitimate and efficient method of soemlitical change.

©wWABurkina Faso: N e for Christeamst reurder offtwo scoutsfare rexpulsgn of suffering Christians in

( f

Ar ab
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the North-We s t of Burkina Faso f. Ai d t o Chfromarticle of Novéirber 81, ACN i

2023.Burkina Faso: New chapter of suffering for Christians | ACN International
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It is not questionable that all of the people of EU are suffering from that Russian
Ukrainian conflict. Leading economic country of the EXGermany is facing lots of problem,
including major problem, which is energy problem. Athey had abandoned nuclear power
plants, they mostly rely on electricity and gas import. Russia has reduced gas supply to EU
through Ukraine. The EU supports Ukraine with finance and with supply of military needs.
Ukraine itself is not capable of causing snuch damage to the Russian army that Russia will
not be able to man its own army. This situation on the RussiarUkrainian front line is
lasting process and is still ongoing process more than two and half year since 24 February
2022 with unexpected redis. People of the EU are tired and worried about their future
security and they do not support the politics of their current government. This was obvious
in the parliamentary elections 2024 where the party of the current president Emanuel
Macron took only4th place® In Germany in the local government elections ruling coalition
party of Ol af Shol t-dghtpolitical gatty Altelrnativetfar Gammamyg ai n st
(AFD). On the other hand, there is uprising threat in the middle of Africa, in the Bel
region as it was once in Syria and the coalition forces could hardly solve that existing
terrorism problem. Almost 60 % of populace in Germany are worried about their future
security. As fAEur & imtheweginn®Gg a August2@24 hoesandsrot s
people took to the streets of UK cities with antislamic and antimigration slogans. The
reason for these protests was the stabbing of eleven teenagers in a dance studio, where three
of them were killed. The participants of the protest set fir® one of the police buildings
and tried to burn mosques in several cities. They set fire to a hotel building where Muslim
migrants are sheltering. The situation was so unmanageable that the head of the government

decided to hold an extraordinary sessiaf the emergency committee on August 5.

L“Whereb6s Macron? French pr esi,tten/tvwvdpolisica.pupeiceremmaausti d el ect i on
macronfrance-presidentelections 2024 marine-le-pen-brusselsnational-rally/, (4 11 , ,~ . v 130.1024

I T AU R I Hk T B NP N VIO VISR s 1= IR B B B e IR N
https://euronewsgeorgia.com/2024/08/12/britanetsibtsialurkselebshidatskebulidapirispirebarealur-samkaroshi

gadaizardg/(d 1 1 1, .~ . 130.10.24) 1

-
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Conclusion

In my opinion while, there are no direct, significant terrorist attacks specifically
because of the RussidrnJkrainian conflict within the EU, there are several potential threats
and dynamics leading toncreased risks. First and most important is radicalization. The war
has been a focal point for various extremist groups, leading to radicalization among certain
individuals or communities who may view the conflict as a religious or ideological struggle.
This might inspire some to conduct attacks in Europe. Next threat is foreign fighters. The
conflict has attracted foreign fighters from various countries, including those with extremist
ties. Their return to Europe may pose a risk if they bring back combatperience or
radicalized ideology. Beside that existing threat as the war continues, there is a risk of
cyberattacks. Though, they areot traditional terrorism, can have significant impacts on
critical infrastructure and public safety. Some rightving extremist groups in Europe may
exploit the conflict, rallying around nationalist sentiments or antimmigrant rhetoric,
which could lead to violence or crimes, based on religious misunderstanding. The spread of
disinformation and propaganda related to the ctict can exacerbate social tensions and
lead to increased hostility, which can become a breeding ground for extremist behavior.

NATO and its allies have to make decision about peacekeeping and peace support
operations and to return their peace keeper amkace support forces to those abeve
mentioned regions, where the Islamist terrorist groups are operating freely. It is most likely
that their influence will grow and the terrorist groups will keep to expand operational
environment, portraying local democatic governments unable to deal with the terrorism
threats. It will attract more and more young people joining and becoming part of terrorist
organizations. Besides that, the EU has to set up control measures i.e. Country border

control within EU states ad to make immigration control measures stricter.
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Abstract

This article examines the challenges posed by Foreign Informatianipulation and Interference (FIMI) from
Russia in the context of Georgia's effort towards European Union (EU) membership. As aPogiet state, Georgia has
been a key target of Russian hybrid warfare, particularly through disinformation campaigns desigto destabilize its
democratic institutions, sow political division, and prevent its integration into Western structures. This study employs a
multi -disciplinary methodology, including content analysis of Russian and Georgian media and public opinioneys,
to assess the impact of FI Ml on Georgiabs political | an
existing social and political divisions, particularly around national identity, EU integration, and traditional values. Pabli
opinion data highlights the vulnerability of rural populations to such campaigns. Drawing on the experience of other
postSoviet states, particularly the Baltic nations, the article attempts to propose recommendations to strengthen
Georgia's resilience to FIMI,including enhancing media literacy, bolstering cybersecurity, and fostering regional
cooperation. Ultimately, the EU must play a proactive ro
as its security is inextricably linked to thestability of its neighbors and aspiring candidates for membership.

KeywordS:Georgia, European Union (EU), NATO, Russia, Foreign Information Manipulation and Interference (FIMI).
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Introduction

Sincegaining independence from the Soviet Union in 1991, Georgia has made clear strides
toward Western integration, particularly through its efforts to align itself with the norms and values
of the European Union (EU). However, the path to EU membership hasmé&aught with numerous
challenges, not least of which is the persistent interference from Russia. Main pillar of this
interference is Russia's use of Foreign Information Manipulation and Interference (FIMI), a potent
weapon iin the Kr e mnstratagytbat seekdto dedtabiliza cotindriesein what it
consi der s i tisa ficnoenacre patb rionadRussi an political Il an
countries that were once part of the USSR are now supposed to remain within the sphere of
influence of the Russian Federatidnand prevent their integration into Western structures.

The relevance of FIMI has grown significantly in recent years as the digital revolution has
transformed the way information is disseminated, consumed, and mangiatl? FIMI encompasses
a broad spectrum of activities, from both disinformation and misinformation campaigns to the
manipulation of social media algorithms, cyberattacks, and the fostering of political polarization.
Russiads wuse of itFhhsMhined greater adphisticatian, in tlheurvake of the 2008
RusseGeorgian War, the annexation of Crimea in 2014, and the ongoing war in UkrafriEhese
events have underscored the Kremlin's commitment to using nomilitary means, including FIMI,
to acheve its geopolitical objectives. For example, the RAND Corporation's anahfsighlights that
since 2014, Russia has pursued a strategy of hybrid warfare, blending military force with-non
military tactics such as disinformation and cyber operations. Bhiapproach aims to weaken
adversaries, including Ukraine and NATO members, by destabilizing them politically and
economically without engaging in open warfare. Similarly, the Institute for the Study of War (ISW)
providesinsight&i nt o Ru s s i canwept oEhybpidawarfaie, wvkich integrates a range of nen

military tools, including economic pressure and information campaigns, into its broader strategic

! Valdai Discussion Club. "Russia and Its Near Abroad: Challenges and Prospects." Valdai Club, May 37, 202

2 EuropeanExternal Action Service. 2nd Report on Foreign Information Manipulation and Interference Threats, January 2024.

3 Peter Pomerantsev and Michael WeisEhe Menace of Unreality: How the Kremlin Weaponizes Information, Culture, and Money.
New York: Institute of Modern Russia, 2014.

4 Keir Giles Handbook of Russian Information Warfare. Rome: NATO Defense College, 2016.

5 Charap, Samuel, and Khrystyna Holgka,https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA2063.html.

SRussian Hybrid Warfare." Institute for the Study of Wahttps://www.understandingwar.org/report/russiarhybrid -warfare.
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objectives. All of the above mentioned tactics allow the Kremlin to coordinate military and civitia

efforts to shape conflicts to its advantage, with information operations playing a central role in
Ssubverting opposing nations. These examijayes ur
tactics like FIMI to pursue its geopolitical goals across \ars regions and countries, including
Ukraine, Georgia, and so on.

Georgia, as a candidate for EU membership, is a particularly important object for Russian FIMI.

The country has long been a target of Russian disinformation aimed at weakening its democratic
institutions, di screditing 1ts government, and
geographical proximity to Russia and its strategic location in the South Caucasus, along critical
energy corridor s, ma k e i tto naaintkireigfluehce theres FooRussi®|o s ¢ o
preventing Georgia from integrating into Western institutions such as the EU and NATO is of
paramount importance,as it woul d signal a further erosio
abroado.

The importance of studying FIMI in the context of Georgia's EU accession lies in the need to
understand how disinformation campaigns shape public opinion, influence political decisions, and
ultimately affect the traj ectThisarticledeeks3e pavideiam 6 s i
analysis of the ways in which Russian FI MI ope
political landscape, and the measures that can be taken to counter these malign influences. Through
a review of existing lterature and public opinion data, this study aims to highlight the growing
importance of information security in the context of EU enlargement and to offer recommendations
for strengthening Georgiads resilience to forei

Thecentralhyp ot hesi s of this research is that RussiI
strategy to prevent further NATO and EU enlargement and to maintain its sphere of influence in the
South Caucasus. By weakeni ng Geng gpliticalfpslarizhtomo cr a't
Russia seeks to undermine the countryos aspiral

play a proactive role in assisting Georgia in building resilience to FIMI, both through technical

7 Svante E. CorneJlISmall Nations and Great Powers: A Study of Ethnopolitical Conflict in th€aucasus. London: Routledge, 2001.
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assistance and by supportingivil society initiatives that promote media literacy and critical
thinking.
Main Part
Research Methodology

To investigate the scope and impact of Russian FIMI on Georgia's EU accession process, this
research adopts a mukilisciplinary methodology that integrates both qualitative and quantitative
results. By combining content analysis and public opinion surveys, this study seeks to capture the
complexity of FIMI as it relates to Georgiaods

The paper draw®n content analysis conducted by EUvsDisiriffand DFRLaPof Russian state
sponsored media outlets, such as RT (Russia Today) and Sputnik, which have been instrumental in
disseminating disinformation in Georgia and other countries. These outlets, alwittp various social
media platforms, are examined to identify recurring themes and narratives designed to undermine
Georgiabs integration with the EU. This anal ysi
on Russian hybrid warfare and disinformaon tactics in the digital age, providing a broader context
for understanding the strategic goals behind FIMI.

In addition, analyses of Georgian media outlets and social media channels are reviewed to track
how disinformation narratives infiltrate local dscourset® Special attention is paid to online platforms
such as Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube, where disinformation campaigns are often amplified
through fake accounts, bot networks, and troll farms. By examining the digital footprint of
disinformation campaigns, this study seeks to understand how foreign actors manipulate information
environments and influence public opinion in Georgia.

This research also incorporates quantitative data from public opinion surveys conducted by
organizations such athe National Democratic Institute (NDI}* and the Caucasus Research Resource
Centers (CRRC}. These surveys provide valuable insights into the attitudes of Georgian citizens

toward the EU, NATO, and Russia, as well as their susceptibility to disinforroati By analyzing

8 "Understanding Russian Disinformation: EU vs Disinfo." Euregn Union External Action. https://euvsdisinfo.eu/.

9 Digital Forensic Research Lab. https://dfrlab.org/

0 "Transparency Security Threat Reporting." Methttps://transparency.meta.com/emgb/metasecurity/threatreporting/.
1 public Attitudes in Georgia: Results of the October 2023 Survey. Washington, D.C.: NDI, 2023.

12Caucasus Barometer 2024: Public Opinion Survey Results Presentation. Thilisi: CRRC Ge20gi,
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changes in public opinion over time, this study seeks to assess the effectiveness of Russian FIMI in

shaping perceptions of Georgiabs foreign poli c)
A comparative historical analysis was conducted to draw parallels between rGgoi a 6 s

experience with FIMI and those of other posBoviet countries, particularly the Baltic states (Estonia,

Latvia, and Lithuania);® Ukraine, and Moldovat* These countries have also been targets of Russian

disinformation and have developed various stegies to counter these threats. By examining the

successes and challenges faced by these countries in resisting FIMI, this study identifies lessons that

can be applied to Georgiabds context.

Results
The results of this research reveal that RussigtMI in Georgia operates on multiple levels,
targeting not only the general public but also political elites, civil society, and the media. By
leveraging a combination of traditional media, social media, and cyberattacks, Russia has sought to
undermine Geos gi abs democratic processes, foster poli

for EU and NATO integration.

Russian Disinformation Tactics

The content analysis of Russian media outlets and social media platforms reveals several key
narratives thathave been consistently promoted in Georgia. These narratives are designed to exploit
existing social and political divisions, particularly around issues of national identity, sovereignty, and
traditional values.

One of the most pervasive themes Russian disinformation campaigns is the portrayal of the
West, and the EU in particular, as morally degenerate, corrupt, and intent on undermining
traditional Georgian value$?® Disinformation narratives frequently claim that EU integration will

lead to the erosion of national identity, the imposition of "foreign” values such as LGBTQ+ rights,

13"The Secret Battlefield: How the EU Can Help Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine Profagainst Russian Subversion."
European Council on Foreign Relations.

14 "Russia's Adaptation Game: Deciphering the Kremlin's Humanitarian Policy." CSIS.

15 Yablokov, llya. Fortress Russia: Conspiracy Theories in the RP8stviet World. Cambridge: Polity Press, 2018.
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and the loss of sovereignty. These narratives resonate with conservative and nationalist segments of
Georgian society, particularly in rural areas, where traditionahlues are strongly uphelét
Another common theme in Russian disinformation is the framing of NATO as an aggressive,
expansionist force that seeks to provoke conflict with Russia. Disinformation campaigns often claim
t hat Georgi ads asmpheshgptwil radgo whrovith RNs&Id, @voking the 2008
RusseGeorgian War as a cautionary tale. This narrative is designed to instill fear and uncertainty
among the Georgian population, particularly among those who have already experienced the
devastatirg consequences of military conflict with Russia.
Russian disinformation also seeks to erode p
promoting narratives that depict them as corrupt, incompetent, and controlled by foreign interests.
By amplifying political scandals and fostering divisions within the political elite, Russian actors aim
to create a sense of instability and chaos. Th
ability to navigate the path to EU membership. A prominent ewgle is the spread of disinformation
during the 2019 protests in Georgia, which were initially sparked by the visit of a Russian MP to the
Georgian parliament’ Russian media outlets, like Sputnik, manipulated the situation by portraying
the protests asraorchestrated Western attempt to destabilize Georgia, pushing the narrative that
NATO integration would |l ead to the I%ss of Geor
In addition to traditional media, Russian influence is highly visible on social media fhéams,
where disinformation is disseminated through fake accounts, bot networks, and troll farms. These
accounts often pose as Georgian citizens or activists, spreading false information and amplifying
divisive narratives. The use of social media allowsig8ian actors to reach a wider audience and to
tailor their messages to specific demographic groups, making their campaigns more targeted and

effective.

16"Gayrope: This Is How Russia Uses Disinformation Against the LGBTQ+ Community to Attack Democracies." El Pais, December.

7w """ Gavrilovés Ni ght : Mul tiple Facebook Pages Target Pr
https://dfrlab.org/2019/07/23/gavrilovshight-multiple -facebookpagestarget protestsin-georgia/

18"4 Narrativesby Kremlin and Georgian Actors About Thilisi Protests." Myth Detectonttps://mythdetector.ge/en/4narratives by-
kremlin-and-georgianactorsabouttbilisi - protests/
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Impact on Domestic Politics

Russian FI Ml has had a gdomesficpalitical laridsoape. ®dliticad N G
polarization has increased in recent years, with pMestern and preRussian factions becoming
more entrenched in their positions. Disinformation campaigns have played a significant role in
exacerbating these divisits, particularly during periods of volatility in domestic politics.

The role of disinformation in shaping public
EU and NATO membership aspirations, or the passing of new legislative initiatives showid ake
highlighted. Russiarbacked narratives have been particularly effective in polarizing debates around
foreign policy, with some political parties adopting openly pr&ussian positions in line with

disinformation campaigns.

Public Perception andvulnerabilities

Drawing on the public opinion data analyzed in the studies reviewed for this paper, it can be
deduced that although a majority of Georgians continue to support EU and NATO integration, there
is a growing divide between urban and rural popations in terms of their susceptibility to
disinformation. Surveys conducted by the NDI and CRRC reveal that younger, urban residents are
more likely to support Western integration and are generally more resistant to disinformation, while
older, rural resdents are more likely to be influenced by Russian narratives.

This division is particularly pronounced when it comes to issues of national identity and
sovereignty. Rural populations, which tend to be more conservative, are more likely to view EU
integration as a threat to traditional values, a narrative that has been heavily promoted by Russian
disinformation campaigns. In contrast, urban populations are more likely to view EU integration as
an opportunity for economic development and modernization.

The polarization of public opinion presents a significant challenge for Georgia, as it complicates
efforts to build a broad consensus around the
susceptibility of certain segments of the population to disorination increases the risk of political

instability, particularly during periods of electoral competition or major policy debates.
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Baltic Countriesdéd Approach to Prevent

The comparative analysis with other Eastern European and p8stviet countries provides
valuable insights into the strategies that can be employed to counter FIMI. The Baltic states, in
particular, offer important lessons for Georgia, as they have successfully navigated similar challenges
and have developed robust mechanisnm fesisting Russian disinformatio#f.

One of the key factors contributing to the success of the Baltic states in countering FIMI has
been their investment in media literacy programs. Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania have implemented
comprehensive media ed@tion initiatives that teach citizens, particularly young people, how to
critically assess information and recognize disinformation. These programs have helped to create a
more resilient society that is less susceptible to manipulation.

Another important factor is the strong emphasis on cybersecurity in the Baltic states. Estonia,
in particular, has become a global leader in cybersecurity, having developed advanced capabilities to
defend against cyberattacks and to protect critical infrastructure. Georgvajch has been the target
of numerous cyberattacks, including during the 2008 war, could benefit from adopting similar
cybersecurity strategies.

The Baltic states have also benefited from close regional cooperation and coordination with
NATO and the EU inaddressing the threat of FIMI. Through initiatives such as the NATO Strategic
Communications Centre of Excellence, the Baltic states have been able to share information, pool
resources, and develop joint strategies for countering disinformation. Georgihiclv has a strategic
partnership with NATO and the EU, could enhance its own resilience by strengthening regional

cooperation in this area.

Conclusion
The findings presented in this paper attempt to highlight the significant threat posed by
Russian FI MI to Georgiads political stability &
through the use of disinformation, cyberattacks, and the maniption of political discourse, Russia

seeks to undermine Georgiabs democratic instit

19 Nina Jankowicz How to Lose the Information War:Russia, Fake News, and the Future of Conflict. New York: I. B. Tauris, 2020.
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country from fully integrating into Western structures. The results suggest that Russian
disinformation campaignsaré@i ghly adaptive and tailored to e
political vulnerabilities.

In order to combat the influence of Russian disinformation, | believe Georgia must prioritize
the development of media literacy programs that teach citized®w to critically assess the
information they consume. These programs should be integrated into the national education system
and supported by public awareness campaigns aimed at debunking disinformation. The EU should
i ncrease i ts s ufiopsoto tounferoRIMI Iy epoviding Bnénsial and technical
assistance for strategic communications initiatives. Including funding for independent media outlets,
civil society organizations, and public diplomacy campaigns that will promote accurate infotio
and counter Russian narratives. | think Georgia must also invest in strengthening its cybersecurity
capabilities to defend against cyberattacks that accompany FIMI. Collaborative initiatives with
NATO, the EU, and other regional partners should expasd as to provide Georgia with the technical
expertise and infrastructure needed for protection of its critical information systems. Building
societal resilience to disinformation requires a mulfaceted approach that embraces not only media
literacy andcybersecurity but also efforts to foster greater political cohesion and trust in democratic
institutions. This can be achieved through initiatives that promote dialogue and understanding
between different segments of society, as well as efforts to enharge transparency and
accountability of government institutions. Georgia should explore opportunities for greater regional
cooperation in combating FIMI, particularly with other Eastern European and South Caucasus
countries that face similar challenges. Bsharing information, pooling resources, and coordinating
strategies, Georgia and its neighbors can strengthen their collective resilience to foreign interference.

In my opinion, the fight against FIMI in Georgia is likely to intensify as the countrgontinues
its efforts to integrate into the EU. While Georgia has made significant progress in building
democratic institutions and aligning itself with European values, it remains vulnerable to Russian
interference. The EU, for its part, must recognize dhthe security of its eastern borders depends not
only on the defense of its own member states but also on the protection of candidate countries like

Georgia from foreign interference. Future research should focus on the kgagm impact of FIMI on
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demociatic governance and political stability in Georgia, as well as the effectiveness of EU policies
in mitigating these threats. As the digital landscape continues to evolve, so too will the tactics
employed by foreign actors to manipulate information environamts. It is therefore essential that
both Georgia and the EU remain vigilant and proactive in addressing the challenges posed by FIMI.
In conclusion, it is my belief that while the path to EU membership for Georgia is fraught with
challenges, including the persistent threat of Russian FIMI, it is not insurmountable. By
strengthening its institutions, building societal resilience, and fostering greater cooperation with its
regional and international partners, Georgia can overcome these obstacles and seésiace within

the European Union.
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Abstract
The European Union's (EU) Green Deal has long stood as a symbol of its leadership in global efforts
toward climate neutrality, targeting netzero carbon emissions by 2050. This ambitious agenda was framed
not only as an environmental necessity but as a nerstone of Europe's energy security and economic
transition. However, the geopolitical landscape shifted dramatically with Russia's invasion of Ukraine in 2022.

The conflict exposed critical vul ner abi |fuetsiareldasi n Eur
prompted a recalibration of the continentdés prioritie
for military preparedness and energy independence. This pagtempts to analyzéhe significant impact that

the Ukraine warhashadme Eur ope' s Green Deal objectives, particul

shift toward militarization.

At the core of this analysis is the question of whether Europe can reconcile its kiegm environmental
sustainability ambitions with the immedate security imperatives of energy independence and defense
strengthening. Using the theoretical frameworks of defensive realism and constructivism, the paper explores

how geopolitical shifts have influencedsizestherol€Edadds dua
states in ensuring their survival within an anarchic i
militarization and energy security is a rational response to the increasing threat posed by Russia.

Constructivism, onthe ¢ h e r hand, posits that Europeds identity a

climate change mitigation, continue to shape its policy choices even in the face of external pressures.
This paperodés findings sugge s tomplexbatanciBgiact.olpeau@encyp at h f
of securing energy independence, demonstrated by initiatives such as the REPowerEU plan, has led te short
term compromises on environmental goals, such as the temporary resurgence of coal and increased natural gas
imports. Simultaneously, Europe has accelerated investments in green technologies, with an emphasis en dual
use technologies that serve both civilian and military needs. Innovations in renewable energy, battery storage,
and hydrogen power, for example, could enhae energy security while supporting military operations.
The article attempted to show thgt whi | e t he war in Ukraine has und
immediate priorities, it does not necessarily signal an abandonment of the Green Deal. Instead, itgpmiward
a more nuanced strategy where energy security and military preparedness can coexist with-terg
environmental sustainabilityy though achieving this balance requires significant policy coordination and
financial investment.

Keywords:European Union, Green Dealyar in Ukraine, militarization, defensive realism, constructivism,
energy security
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Introduction

In December 2019, the European Union launched the European Green Deal, an
ambitious project to decarbonize the European economy and achieve climate neutrality by
2050. Central to this project were initiatives aimed at reducing carbon emissions, increasing
renewable energy sources, and establishing sustainability as a key priority across the
continent. The EUOG6s <climate ambitions, howe
Russi ads watartedinfFebtulary 2022 .nTkee,war has brought immediate concern
about energy security to the forefront, while also raising the need for stronger military
capabilities across Europe.

Before the war, Europe relied heavily on Russian natural gas to power its homes,
industries, and transportation. As the conflict unfoldg Russian gas supplies were curtailed,
creating an energy crisidorcing European governments to rethink their Green Deal
commitments, at least in the short term. At the same time, the war has triggered a
rearmament drive, with several European countrieqjotably Germany, significantly
increasing their defense spending. This shif
to pursue longterm environmental sustainability while addressingecurity needs.

Methodologically, the article is considered irthe category of qualitative research.

Primary sources were analyzed in the research process for data collection and analysis; Also,
materials found in foreign media.

TheAimof this paper is to explore how the w
priorities and to consider whether the Green
exi st. By analyzing Europeds policy adjust me
paper seeks t o evaluate whether Europeds p L
compatible with its need for enhanced security and military strength.

The purpose of the article is to answer the followingesearchQuestiors:

How did the war in Ukraine affect the Green Deal plans of Europe?
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Howdi d Russi abs aggressive actions against
safety, and military strategies?

Based on the research question, the followilltypothesiswas generated

The warin Ukraineaf f ect ed Europeds future green pl &
militarization and security.

Independent VariableRu s si ads war in Ukraine and subs

Dependent VariableEur opeds shi ft in priorities betw

(Green Deal) and military industrialization

Main Part
Theoretical Framework

The first theoretical lens through which we will examine the topic idDefensive
Realism This theory, rooted inthe broader realist tradition in international relations,
contends that the international system is anarchic, meaning there is no central authority to
regulate state behavior. In such a system, the primary goal of states is survival. According to
defensiwe realism, states engage in military buddp and alliances primarily for defensive
purposes and in response to perceived external threats. The ultimate aim is to maintain
security, balance power, and avoid conflict, rather than expand territory or aggresly
seek dominance.

The war in Ukraine presents a case where E
has shifted focus from longerm projects such as environmental sustainability to immediate
security concerns. Defensive realismwoullr gue t hat Europeds rear ma
about abandoning the Green Deal but are a necessary response to the security threat posed
by Russia. In the realist framework, states act rationally, prioritizing survival over other
concerns, whichexplainswy Eur opeds military spending ha:

policies have been delayed or modified.
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Key Theoristslike Kenneth Waltz, argued that, in an anarchic international system,
prioritize survival through balancing strategies and defensive measurdad Stephen Walt
built on the idea with his "balance of threat" theory, arguing that states respond more
aggressively to threats that seem imminent or directly affect their security.

I n Europedbds case, t he perceinmieedcastted maat fr
rapid response, including heightened defense budgets, military collaboration, and
rethinking of security frameworks across the continent.

While defensive realism emphasizes material threats and state survival,
Constructivism offers a diferent perspective by focusing on the role of ideas, norms,
identities, and discourses in shaping state behavior. Constructivism suggests that the way
states perceive threats and act upon them is not just a response to material factors (such as
military capabilities), alsoit considersto social constructd beliefs, norms, and collective
understandings shapg the way states interact with the world.

I n the context o f Europeds response to tI
explain how identity and normsare shaping European policies. Since the end of World War
I, many European countries, particularly Germany, have adopted pacifist norms and
reduced their defense spending, aligning themselves with identities as peacebuilders.
However, the Ukraine war haded to a significant shift in these identities. Germany, for
example, reversed decades of defense policy I
its military. Constructivist theory helpse x pl ai n how Europeds ident.
response to e war, with the continent increasingly adopting the view that military
strength and energy security are integral to its stability and values.

Key Theorists like Alexander Wendt - a leading figure in constructivist thought,
argued that "anarchy is what states make of it,” meaning that international structures are

shaped by the social interactior’s And shared beliefs of stateand Nicholas Onuf

1Waltz, Kenneth N. Theory of International Politics Reading, MA: AddisorWesley, 1979 ..
2 Stephen MWalt, AThe Origins of Alliances. Ithaca, NY: Cornell UniversitPressi1987y..
3 AlexanderWendt, ASocial Theory of International Politics @ambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999 y
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emphasized the role of language andsdourse in the construction of social reality, which
in turn influences state actions.
In the case of Europe, the Ukraine conflict is reshaping not only its strategic objectives
but also the way in which it views itself. Constructivism suggests that trshift toward
militarization i s not j ust about responding

changing European beliefs and values regarding security, energy, and international order.

Green Deal Rearmament andVar in Ukraine

REPowerEUimpact on the Green Deal Since the Ukraine WiaFhe European Green
Deal , l aunched in 2019, set the tone for Eul
goal of climate neutrality by 2050. This strategy was built on reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, pomoting renewable energy, and fostering sustainable industrial practices.
Before the war in Ukraine, the European Union (EU) had begun to make notable strides
toward these objectives, with significant investments in green energy infrastructure, such
as star, wind, and hydrogen projects, and the establishment of regulations to reduce carbon
emi ssi ons. However, the war in Ukraine, and
Russian energy, triggered an immediate shift in prioritieSonflict and uncertairty provide
an inauspicious backdrop to the new World Energy Outlodk.

The EU had long relied on Russia for approximately 40% of its natural gas and a
significant portion of its oil. With the onset of the conflict in February 2022, energy imports
from Russia became untenable due to both geopolitical concerns and the threat of Russia
leveraging its energy exports as a tool of coercion. In response, European nations took
immediate measures to reduce their dependence on Russian energy, which led toypolic

shifts in both energy and environmental strategies.

4 Nicholas Onuf,ANorld of Our Making: Rules and Rule in Social Theory and International Relatign€olumbia, SC:
University of South Carolina Press, 1989.y

5 International Energy Agency (IEA). "The World Energy Outlook 2023." International Energy Agency, 2023 y
https://www.iea.org/reports/world-energy-outlook-2023

93


https://www.iea.org/reports/world-energy-outlook-2023

In May 2022, the European Commission launched tiREPowerEUPlan, aimed at
rapid reducing Europebds dependence on Russi

energy sources, increasing energyfiefency, and accelerating investments in renewable

a

energy. While this appears to align with the

it also exposed the shotterm compromises Europe had to make in its pursuit of energy
security. For example, sue European countries increased their use of coal, a fossil fuel with
high carbon emissions, to compensate for the loss of Russian gas suppsiesreplication

of the ambition of the common vaccine purchasing program, the EU also considered the
development of a &éj oi nt purchasing mechani sm'

purchases on behalf of participating Member States.

EU Natural Gas Imports (2021-2023)

—e— Russian Gas Imports (%)
—e— Non-Russian Gas Imports (%)

80

60|

401

Percentage of Total Imports

20

2021 2021 2021 2021 2022 2022 2022 2022 2023

ki @ Q3 o4 afear @ @ o4

Graph 1:EU Natural Gas Imports (2022023): The chart illustrates the dramatic reduction in natural gas imports from Russia{post
2022, replaced by imports from other regions, such as the United States, Qatar, and North Africa. Additionally,
the chart shows themcreased role of liquefied natural gas (LNG) in Europe's energy mix.

6 European Commission. REPowerEU Plan. Brussels: European Commission, 2022.
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_ 3131
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Renewable Energy Investments
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2022 110
2023 130
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states' budget allocations toward green energyrastructure and defense spending. The table reveals a notable decline in green
investments in 2022, with some states reallocating funds toward defense.

The REPowerEU strategy rludes massive investments in renewables to replace

Russian fossil fuels. However, the urgency to address energy security challenges in the

immediate aftermath of the war has meant that shetérm fixes, such as reopening coal

plants and increasing natural gasnports from nonRussian sources, have complicated

Europeds

energy security. One set of risks relate to supply chains for clean energy technologies and

commi t me n tAlsda, Bnerglyetransitiobsobning newt risks to.

for critical minerals. Supplychains for both are highly geographically concentrated.

Also, while the European Commission has reiterated its commitment to the Green

Deal, critics argue that the energy crisis induced by the Ukraine war may delay the

cont i nransitiord ® renewable energy. Countries like Germany, which initially

planned to phase out coal power by 2030, have delayed those plans to meet their energy

demands during the crisis. This shoterm reliance on coal could have lonrgerm

environmental cansequences, increasing carbon emissions in the immediate future and

ri ski

ng

E ur o p eAlss, the dituatiorais aggravaded lyehe fact that almost one

quarter of German small and mediusrsized industrial companies say the high energy prices

endanger their survival. The situation is forcing companies to save on climate neutrality

plans?

7 International Energy Agency (IEA). " The World Energy Outlook 2023." International Energy Agency, 2023 y
https://www.iea.org/reports/world-energy-outlook-2023

8 Clean EnergyWire. "War in Ukraine: Tracking the Impacts on German Energy and Climate Policy." Clean Energy
Wire, February 2023 y. https://www.cleanenergwire.org/news/ukraine war-tracking-impacts germanenergy-and

climate-policy.
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I n contrast, there are arguments that Euro
will ultimately accelerate the green transition. The diversification ofreergy sources and the
emphasis on energy efficiency in the REPowerEU plan may lay the groundwork for a more
resilient and sustainable energy system. However, the immediate focus on energy security
has | ed to a recali brat i dies, ablidastiBthe shqtéeins envi r

Changing Security, Safety, and Military Strategies in Euroddéne war in Ukraine has
not only exposed Europeds energy vulnerabil
security weaknesses. For decades, European cousdrigarticularly those in Western
Europed operated under the assumption that larggcale conflict on the continent was
unlikely. Comfortable in its reliance on the United States as its security guarantor after the
Cold War, it allowed its military forces anddefense industries to atrophy to devote greater
resources to raising standards of livinés a result,military spending and investments in
defense infrastructure remained relatively low compared to other global poweshich led
to the fact that Europeanmilitary forces cannot effectively operate without direction and
material support from the United StatesHo we v er , the scale and br
invasion of Ukraine have forced Europe to rethink its military posture.

Perhaps the most strikingexanipe of Eur oped6s changing mil it
Germany. For decades, Germany had been criticized for its relatively low military spending,
which fell short of NATOO6s target of 2% of G
German Chancellor Gaf Scholz announced & Z e i t e n(Wwmingdpeid) in German
defense policy. Scholz pledged a 0100 billi
increase Germanyo6s annual defefise budget to

This shift mar ks a dr amat iWorlddWaplbadefengser e f r o

policy, which prioritized diplomacy, economic cooperation, and restraint over military

°Gr aham, Thomas. AiFrom the Ukraine Conflict to a Secure Eur
https://www.cfr.org/report/ukraine-conflict-secureeurope

10 North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). "Defence Expenditure of NATO Countries (20:2023)." NATO Public

Diplomacy Division, 2023y.. https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohg/news_216897.htm
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build-up. Ger manydés Zeitenwende has reverberated
as France, Poland, and the United Kingdom, also increasing their defense budgets and

emphasizing military preparedness.

Military Spending as % of GDP (2018-2023)
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2.75
2.50
2.25F
2.00

175

Military Spending (% of GDP)

1.50

1.25

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Year

Graph 2:European Military Spending by Country (201i8023): A visual representation of the sharp increase in defense
budgets across European countries since 2022, with Germany, France, and Poland leading the way

Military Industrialization in the EU: A New Era of Arms Production Beyond
increased defense budget s, the Ukraine war
military -industrial sector. Governments have realised their ammunition stocks have fallen
too low and the ability to restock needs fixing. Withthe rising demand for advanced
weaponry and equipmerd such as tanks, drones, and missile defense syséefsropean
defense contractors have seen a surge in orders. Collaboration between EU member states
and NATO allies has also increased, with joint defera®jects receiving more support and
funding.t?

One notable example is the European Sky Shield Initiative (ESSI), a joint air defense

project ai med at strengthening Europeods de

11 Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI). "Military Expenditure Database: Europe.” SIPRI,\2023
https://www. sipri.org/databases/milex

12 |International Institute for Strategic Studies (11SS). "The Military Balance 2023: Europe's Defence Capabilities and
Industrial Base." IISS Report, 2038. https://www.iiss.org/publications/themilitary -balance
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Launched by Germany, the initative includes several other EU and NATO member states
and is expected to involve significant investments in defense infrastructure over the coming
years.

Balancing the Green Deal and Military Strength: Is it PossibléRe war in Ukraine
has brought Europé s ener gy and military vul nte abi | it
immediate need to ensure security and energy independence has led to shifts in budgetary
priorities, the question remains whether Europe can pursue its Green Deal objectives
alongside its newfound focus on militarization. Couldhis two seemingly competing
priorities be reconciled?

There is a growing argument that investments in green technologies cocdahtribute
in Eur opeds s e c u-use teghnolggied those thaDhae Iboth civilian and
military applicationsd offer a potential bridge between environmental sustainability and
defense. For example, advancements in renewable energy, battery storage, and hydrogen
technology could enhance Ereduonydscaborfoompnngy s e c |
Similarly, innovations in artificial intelligence (Al) and robotics have the potential to
benefit both the civilian economy and military application$?

Dual-Use Technologies for Green and Defense

= Green Use
= Defense Use

40

35

Percentage
— - ~ N
oS & S o

v

Renewable Energy Electric Vehicles Cybersecurity Advanced Materials Space Technology
Technology Sectors

Graph 3:Dual-Use Technologies: Green Energy and Military Applications:
A diagram highlighting the intersection of technologies like advanced battery systems, green hydrogen,
and Al that have applications in both environmental sustainability ardkfense.

BWat son, Ni chol as, Cl audia Ciobanu, Jules Eisenchteter, and
a Bang." Balkan Insight, May 23, 2024ttps://balkaninsight.com/2024/05/23/centraéuropesdefenceindustry-back

with -a-bang/
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Investing in dualuse technologies allows Europe to address its immediate defense
needs without entirely abandoning its environmental goals. However, this approach
requires significant coordination between civilian and military sectors, as well as

rethinking of how defense and environmental policies are integrated.

Conclusion

The war in Ukraine has forced Europe to reevaluate its prioritigscluding security
and energy independence emerging as immediate concerns. As a result, the continent has
shifted focus f r onrernm dndaron@ent@lebjectiDes o ladiiressihgdhe g
chall enges posed bEyen Boughthe Grées Deal gsstil eestralitco n .
Europeds policy framewor k, it has been recal
military readiness and energy security.

However, as this papérs at t e mghaw, theaespriotities do not have to be
mutually exclusive. Through theuse of dualuse technologies and innovative approaches to
energy and defense, Europe can pursue both its environmental sustainability and military
strength. The challenge for policymakers will be to strike a balance between these goals,
ensuringthe factthat Europecanremains both a global leader in combating climate change

and a secure actor in an increasingly volatile geopolitical landscape.
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The impact of russiarlUkraine's war on the European economy

Nugzari Kvariani
StudentofMast er s Program in State Recour se
LEPL-David Aghmashenebeli National Defence Academy of Georgia,

Abstract

The RussiaJkraine conflict has created many challenges for the world, in such significant areas as
security, economy and others. Consequently, there was a need to find ways to solve problems, which would
allow businesses and states to avoid the challengiésing from the said conflict as much as possible. Attitudes
towards issues have changed and new approaches have been sought, starting from the level of the state to the
level of the individual citizen. Based on the geography of the conflict, it is logl¢hat the abovementioned
issueshad the greatest impact omoth the European states and the areas within these states. The paper
discusses the economic challenges, the changes made to solve them, and the genksifrom the conflict
between Ukraine and Russia in general.

The mentioned problems have found a sigrafint reflection on a large part of the society, as you have
already mentioned, as a result of the hostilities started by Russia in February 2022, all spheres experienced
clear crises and changes. Economic crises and the use of the economy as a politeraldethe Russian hybrid
war machine are not new, these levers have been refining over time. During the RuHigaine conflict, we
clearly saw manipulations of a number of economic topics, for example, such as the supply of oil to the EU
states or thgoroblem of withdrawing wheat stocks from Ukraine. However, in addition to deliberately created
economic crises, largacale war by its very nature caused certain crises throughout Europe and the world.
The material and monetary resources required by the mare quite large.In order to meet the mentioned
requirements, countries have to divert the necessary funds for other states in this direction. Therefore,
economic, infrastructural and other projects are stoppetiese factdead to serious crises. In adition to the
direct parties involved in the conflict, the European states are spending the necessary resources for the war,
in order to provide Ukrainethe necessaryvith supplies.All the above mentioned factorscaused theincrease
in world polarization and tension in generalgreating certain shortages as well as made it more expensive to
transport products from one country to another. Logically, this chain of events led to an economic crisis.

The aim of the paper is to show theain aspects ofimpact of RussiaUkraine war on the European
economy. While discussing the mentioned topic, examples of crises in various fields are presented, specific
factors that influence the European economy in the conditions of the Ruskikraine war are presented and
analyzed. At the end of the paper, the ways of solving economic problems suggestecand one of the
probable scenarios of the development of the situation is discussed.

Key words:RussiaUkraine war, economy, crises, solving the problem, Europe
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Introduction

After the start of the RussidJkraine war, as we have already mentioned, significant
changes have been made around the world. Approaches and attitudes have changed in
almost all areas. The course of the war made the international comntyiigionsiderchanges
in many systems, from the economic direction to defense doctrines. It is interesting to
consider the specific reasons and actions that had a direct impact on the changes and the
established results under the conditions of the Rus&i&raine war. In general, the entire
conflict should be studied systematically in order to make a stbp-step analysis.

Of the ongoing wars on the European continent, the conflict between Russia and
Ukraine is the largestone since the World War Il. It should not be surprising that its
influence on the European economy is very large. Wars are one of the main sources of
economic crises, especially in the context and scale of the abmantioned conflict. Also,
the following fact should be noted. In the 21st cgury, the global economic systermakes
special bonds betweenrstates. Eventhe failure of one state from this chain leads taital
consequences in the efficiency of the entire chain. The consequences can be especially
severe when we are talking about shémportant countries in the global supply chain as the
Russian Federation and Ukraine.

It is necessary to consider such important economic issues as oil pipelines of strategic
significance, export of wheat, change of trade routes, switching of financiakources for
military needs, etc. A detailed discussion and analysis of the mentioned issues will lead us
to the problems faced by today's European economy. A consistent review process will show
us the stages of development and management of the crisig, iarthe end, this approach
will allow us to make a correct analysis of the current economic effeets well ascertain
predictions regarding the possible situation.

The majority of modern European leaders agree on the significance of logistical and
political support for Ukraine, but on the other hand, they agree that any war in the

European region affects the economic situation of the countries, reflected in other areas,
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primarily in the most sensitive direction for politicians, social issues. Thuke European
Union acts wisely in order to be able to help Ukraine on the one hand, thereby indirectly
protecting the EU states from aggression and supporting the sovereignty of the democratic
state, and on the other hand to maintain social stability armbntinue development in
economic, technological, or other directions. It is interesting to observe the changes that
the member states of the European Union have implemented to mitigate and prevent crises
caused by warThey will make even clearer the futue aspirations of the European Union

to reduce the negative effects of the Russtélkrainian war and will show the impact of

logistical support to Ukraine on the European economy.

Main part

To start the discussion on this topic, it is important twonsider examples of companies
that left the Russian market and explored new opportunities elsewhere. In response to
Russia's invasion of Ukraine, shortly after the beginning of the war, as already noted, many
leading countries imposed significant sanchie on Russia and provided military support to
Ukraine. Public opinion, sanctions and other business interests have pushed companies to
leave the Russian market and rethink their supply chain.

Soon after the conflict erupted, major companies across varimaiistriesd including
consumer goods, fashion, manufacturing, hospitality, accounting, and legal serdices
announced temporary suspensions of their sales and production in Russia. The businesses
founded in the UK, US, and EU then operating in Russia, hadcttange their business
strategies, often resulting in a disconnection or even "decoupling” from Russian operations.
The transition caused financial setbacks for these company, but it saved their reputation.

Conversely, many businesses from Bratiidia, South Africa, China, and Turkey kept
their trade relations with the Russian market. Some of them even expanded their trade
operations, particularly in the energy sector. Local enterprises have also stepped in to

replace the multinational compares that already exited. For example, after the departure
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of the well-known fastfood chain McDonald's, the local company Vkusnaia Tochka has

captured a significant portion of its market share by offering similar food and dining

experiences.

Exiting a subsantial market or halting logistical operations in the Russian Federation
poses significant challenges. Over 2,100 American companies and 1,200 European firms rely
on direct suppliers in Russia, while more than 190,000 US companies and over 109,000
Europeanfirms have third-tier suppliers in Russia or Ukraine. This scenario has forced
businesses to seek alternative supply chains, excluding Russia from their operations as well
as devise strategies to handle potential disruptions. It underscores the neceksityell -
planned divestment strategies and supply chain adjustments.

Lets discuses few examples of businesses that encountered difficulties in leaving the
Russian market:

1 Nike's Sales Suspensiddike decided to suspend its sales and operations in Russia due to
the conflict. The company faced logistical challenges in ceasing its activities in a market
that had grown increasingly significant. Nike had to navigate issues related to inventory
managenent, employee transitions, and the broader implications for its global supply
chain.

1 BP's Divestment from Rosnefbone of the first major corporations leaving the market was
BP , which announced its decision to divest its stake in Rosneft, a major Ruseihn
company. BP was the first large international firm to exit the Russian market in response
to the RussiaUkraine war. This move was part of a wider divestment strategy influenced
by geopolitical tensions. BP had to address numerous financial, legal, aperational
challenges in its exit plan, including managing the sale of shares and restructuring its
investment portfolio.

In some cases, companies have experienced supply chain disruptadrtained in
conditions of war. For example, disruptionsn the German chemical company BASF's

supply chain affected the company's ability to source raw materials from the region,
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ultimately disrupting production and necessitating changes in shipping routes and suppliers.
military operations reduced the impactof negative factors on this company.

Based on the abovéactors the structural problems and necessary changes that the
organizations faced became clear. It is interesting to consider the specific financial results
of companies that produced, transportechd sold their products in the territory of the
Russian Federation and Ukraine.

Based on a Reuters article dated March 28, 2084y exami nati on of t h
records and statements reveals that the departure of foreign companies from Russia
following it s 2022 invasion of Ukraine has resulted in over $107 billion in wrtlbwns and
lost revenue. This figure has risen by a third since the last reported amount in August of the
previous year, highlighting the significant financial impact on the corporate gec due to
Moscow's aggressioh

Another significant concern is the "retaliation” threatened by Russia in response to
the Western countries' actions regarding the freezing of Russian assets. Following Russia's
invasion, Western nations froze approximatel$300 billion of Russian gold and foreign
exchange reserves. In retaliation, Russia has issued warnings about severe repercussions,
denouncing any attempts to seize its capital or assets as "banditry.” Western banks are also
apprehensive about the potentidegal complexities that could arise from any confiscation
efforts.

In response to these sanctions, Moscow has already exercised temporary control over
assets held by several US and EU companies,
analysts sggest that if Moscow takes further retaliatory steps, the West could face a loss of
at least $288 billion in assets and investments. While these actions will undoubtedly have
long-term negative effects on the Russian economy, the impact of such substdintiancial

losses will likely be felt by European economies as well.

1 Reuters..Foreign firms' losses exiting Russia top $107 billioP024, March 28
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The logistics supply chain constitute® vital pillaroof the European economy. Recent
developments in the Russi&Jkraine conflict have had a pronounced impact on several key
trendswithi n Eur opeb6s supply <chain. Examining sp
analysts can elucidate the extent of market changes and provide a comprehensive
assessment of the conflictds overall i mpact.

The midst of ongoing uncertainty,professionals in the supply chain sector are
preparing for a range of possible scenarios and devising alternative strategies to ensure global
goods continue to circulate. Conversations with thirgharty logistics providers, shippers and
freight forwardersreveal that they are currently in crisis mode, with their top priority being
the safety of personnel, followed closely by identifying potential bottlenecks.

After enduring two years of persistent disruptions, supply chains are now in a fragile
state. Any firther decrease in capacity whether related to containers, ships, or transit
lanes®d could significantly impact the global economy, including EU consumers.

We should closely monitor several key indicators to make clear analysis. According to
this report 0f 2023, rail transport from China to Europe has become increasingly crucial.
For instance, in the first half of 2021, the average load per train surged by nearly 60%
compared to the same period in 2017, rising from 86 TEUs to 115. The number of trains
dispached also saw an increase, with 2,755 trains operating on Eurasian routes in the first
six monthd 44% more than in 2020 and 99% more than in 2019. The daily average of
dispatched trains rose from 10.6 in 2020 to 15.3 in 2G21.

If transit through Russia kws significantly or becomes unfeasible, more shipments
will be redirected to ocean carriers. This shift will put additional strain on shipping
containers and vessels, worsening existing global delays.

Ocean freight rates have already increased ddyout 5 times. Two years ago, container

rates for shipments from Shanghai to Rotterdam were under $2000. Recently, spot container

2 FourKites. Ukraine-Russia crisis analysis. What the data reved®23, February 28
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rates for this route have surged to $13000. Prices are expected to remain volatile, leading
shippers to transfer some cargo & transport, where costs and volatility will also rise.

Sanctions and border controls will lead to more paperwork, approvals, and significant
delays for suppliers. Additionally, as borders shift and sanctions are imposed, new routes
will need to be esthlished. These delays are likely to ripple through the broader region,
increasing distances traveled and fuel costs. A conservative estimate suggests delays could
increase by 4 to 6 times.

also, Russia exported over $200 billion worth of petroleum produetsnually. It is
spoused, disruptions could drive up prices significantly. "Oil and natural gas prices have
become the barometer of this crisis,” noted Norbert Ricker of wealth management firm
Julius Baer. "Any interruption in the flow of these resourcésom Russia to Europe, due to
damage or sanctions, would greatly exacerbate the existing supply shortage."

Russia is a major producer of metals such as aluminum and copper. Analysts from
Gartner foresee that the invasion will result in "severe shortagewith prices for these
metals expected to surge due to supply disruptions, panic buying, and protective trade
measures. This situation will impact both upstream and downstream manufacturing
operations, as well as raw material extraction.

The examplesand daa provi ded clearly demonstrate
supply chains, highlighting the economic interdependence of countries. Increased supply
chain costs have driven up product prices for both producers and consumers. In some cases,
this could leadto product shortages or a significant drop in demand, which ultimately harms
the economy of any affected nation. Organizations involved in global logistics hope for a
quick resolution to the conflict and a stabilization of conditions, but they are also birag
for potential worst-case scenarios, which present challenges for both European and global
economies.

It is crucial to analyze how the European Union has tackled the challenges arising

from the research issue at hand. In response to the adversenomic consequences of the
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conflict, EU officials have been vigilant and responsive to the situation following Russia's
invasion of Ukraine. In addition to implementing coordinated sanctions with European
Union members, they directed the European Commiss to develop important plans.
During the summit which held in Versailles, members of the commission highlighted the
importance of reinforcing the European unions economic infrastructure and consumer
market. They also advocated for increased strategiatonomy to bolster the EU's
independence in geopolitical affairs. The ongoing repercussions of Russia's aggressive
behavior towards Ukraine continue to be a prominent subject in European Council
discussions.

Energy security and inflation are pressing isssithat directly impact the public. Before
the conflict, Russia was responsible for sup
making Europe highly dependent on Russian resources. This reliance gave Russia significant
leverage, particularly as energyevenues were used to fund its military operations.
Recognizing this vulnerability, EU leaders have made energy concerns a top priority since
the invasion, understanding that Russia can no longer be deemed a dependable partner.

In reaction to sanctions andhe push for diversification of energy sources, EU imports
from Russia, especially natural gas, has decreased. Leaders have called on the European
Commission to ensure the availability of affordable energy for the winter of 262223 and
have supported nitiatives for renewable energy and greater efficiency. Nonetheless, the
confluence of rising energy prices driven by the conflict, heightened demand p&dVID-

19, and unusually hot, dry summers led to an energy crisis in 2022. This resulted in a sharp
increase in annual energy inflation, affecting households and businesses alike, escalating
food prices, and contributing to record inflation by October 2022.

Europeangovernors immediately focused on reducing demand, ensuring security of
supply and potecting the single market. Despite government support, high prices have
fueled a household spending crisis, with almost half of household spending going to rising

costs in January 2023. Although inflation has eased to 2.8% by January 2024, the economic
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outlook remains in doubt due to a looming recession and sluggish growth, particularly in
the Eurozone.

Inflation started to rise in 2021 and pioéd up in 2022 due to energy issues affecting
Europeans and businesses. The European Central Bank (ECB) respondt#d ten
consecutive interest rate hikes, which pushed rates to record levels and helped reduce
inflation to 2.8% by January 2024. A further decrease started from April. In the month of
September 2024, talks have started again regarding a rate cut, wisichost likely expected
and was implemented in the same month. EU leaders are now focused on restoring
economic growth and stability after the impact of the war in Ukraine, in order to strengthen
their economies to continue helping Ukraine and promotingatility in their countries.

To mitigate the adverse economic effects of the Russikraine conflict, the European
Commission released a European Union Economic Security Strategy prior at European
Council meeting (June 2023). EU Commissioner T.Breton chéeazed economic security
as the essential actions required to navigate the crisis effectively

The strategy focuses on strengthening the EU's economic base, reducing risks, and
maintaining economic openness. Key measures include identifyargical technologies and
assessing risks related to supply chains, infrastructure, technology security, and economic
dependencies.

In June 2023, EU leaders emphasized boosting economic resilience and security while
keeping the economy open. They called rfprecise, riskbased responses to security
challenges. Experts suggest that economic security will increasingly influence global politics
and recommend a European economic security mechanism to set norms rather than follow
others.

In October 2023, the Commission proposed risk assessments for key technologies like
semiconductors, quantum technologies, Al, and biotechnology. On January 24, 2024, it

released an economic security package including white papers on export controls,
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investment, and dualuse technology, along with proposals for screening foreign
investments and enhancing research security.

We have already discussed, one of the main challenges for Europe's economic security
which is the diversification of the supply chainWe must definitely focus on the Middle
Corridor, in which the EU countries are increasingly interested ithe development of the
Middle Corridor most likely will make a positiveeffect the economies of the Caucasus,
Turkey and Central Asia. So far low demand from the European Unioncauses slow
development of project However, the signs of change are clear, Rusga in Ukraine has
had aimportant impact onthe European unions supply chainand energypolicy. There is
an opportunity to further intensify the abovementioned direction*

Of course, the Russian influence in the region is still high, which prevents the interest
of the European Union and the South Caucasus states, although the ongoing negotiations
between the European Union and thetates of the region give positive expectations. It is
likely that with the reduction of Russian influence, the importance and momentum of the
abovementioned road will increase, which will make "healthy” the economies of the

European Union and the South &icasus states.

Conclusion
The RussiaUkraine war remains an active challenge to this day, which is reflected in
the transience of the parties in the conflict. There are different opinions about when and
how the conflict will end, but the fact is that the economy of the world and the EU will
never be the same. We already see changes, diversification of markets and means, changed
approachessearching for new logistic ways. Despite the problems revealed as a result of the
war, new concepts beconomic orientation continue to be rethought. Based on the facts

presented in the paper, it is clear that it is really painful for the European Union to

8 European Parliament.7he impact of the Russid/kraine war on the EU's economy and securifZPRS Briefing No.
757783) 2024..
4 Stiftung Wissenschafund Politik. 7itle of the documen{SWP Research Paper No. 2022C620)22y..
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implement similar economic changes. As we have already mentioned, most of the changes
directly affected the well-being of the population, beyond the economic factor, the process

of changes (economic changes) is complicated by other facts, for example, the waves of
migrants, the increase in the threat of terrorism, the increase in world tension, however,
the European Union needs to implement economic changes today and now in order to
achieve a stable development, guaranteeing economic or national security for the European
Union. Based on this situation, we can conclude that the Rusbiraine war has foun an
important and direct reflection on the economics of Europe, which in the future will find

an even sharper reflection in the documents of European security and economic direction

in the short term.
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Abstract

The conflict in Ukraine has highlighted Russia's deployment of hybrid warfare, combining military
action with non-military tactics such as cyber attacks, disinformation campaigns, economic coercion and
political manipulation. European countrés, especially NATO and EU countries, have developed multifaceted
strategies to counter this threat, realizing the complex and unconventional nature of hybrid warfare. These
strategies focus on strengthening collective defense mechanisms, increasing asglience, combating
disinformation, and promoting political and economic solidarity. NATO has played a central role in Europe's
response to Russian hybrid warfare. The alliance has expanded its understanding of security threats to include
non-traditional elements, integrating cyber defense, intelligence sharing and rapid response mechanisms. The
NATO Cyber Defense Center of Excellence (CCDCOE) has become a hub for member nations to share
experiences and best practices in cyber security. Exercises such as Defender Europe simulate hybrid attack
scenarios, helping European militaries prepare for a mix of contienal and cyber threats. Moreover, NATO's
Article 5, which treats an attack on one ally as an attack on all, has been updatedpver largescale cyber
attacks or hybrid operations. Meanwhile, the EU has focused on political and economic strategiesuater
Russia's hybrid tactics. The EU East StratCom working group, established in 2015, seeks to counter pro
Kremlin disinformation and promote accurate information about EU policy in Eastern Europe. The EU's
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) sal strengthens the resilience of member states' digital
infrastructure. Economic sanctions against Russia, especially after its annexation of Crimea, have been another
powerful tool that weakens Russia's economy and limits its ability to effectively contlbgbrid warfare. Some
European countries, especially those bordering Russia, have also taken tough measures. Poland, the Baltic
states (Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania) and Finland have significantly strengthened their defense capabilities
and implemented mtional strategies against disinformation and cyber threats. These countries, aware of their
proximity to Russia, have led the advocacy for an increased NATO presence and have been vocal supporters
of Ukraine, providing military and economic aid. Finland'sccession to NATO in 2023 marked a significant
change in European security dynamics, underscoring the growing importance of collective defense. Overall,
European countries have developed comprehensive strategies to counter Russian hybrid warfare. These
strategies include strengthening cyber and military defenses, strengthening economic sanctions, countering
disinformation, and promoting greater solidarity within NATO and the EU. Although these measures have
not completely neutralized the Russian threat, #8y represent a significant evolution in European defense
policy in response to the conflict in Ukraine.

Keywords:deployment hybrid warfare, collective defense mechanismgglitical and economic solidarity,
defense capabilities
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Introduction

Hybrid warfare is a modern form of conflict that blurs the lines between traditional
warfare and modern technological and psychological tactics. It is a nydtonged strategy
that combines conventional military operations with unconventionaltactics such as
guerrilla warfare, cyber attacks, economic pressure, and information and media
manipulation. This combination allows aggressors to exploit a range of vulnerabilities in
their targets, often without provoking a fultscale military responseThe term "hybrid
warfare" reflects the complexity and interconnectedness of these tactics, which are used
simultaneously by state and nostate actors to achieve strategic goals.

The multifaceted nature of hybrid warfare makes it a particularly insidiotisreat. This
is why traditional military defenses are often ineffective against such a multidimensional
approach. For example, a country may consider its military bases secure, but its financial
systems may be under cyber attack, its political landscapstdbilized by disinformation,
and its social fabric strained by organized civil unrest. Therefore, the complexity of hybrid
warfare requires a comprehensive and multidimensional strategy to effectively confront its
complex environment. in which each elemenplays a critical role in protecting and
mitigating the diverse threats posed by hybrid warfafeTherefore, we can say thain
today's environment, it is important for the security of Europe to establish a highly flexible
strategy adapted to the changinthreats coming from the elements of Russian hybrid war.

As already mentioned, hybrid warfare represents a paradigm shift in conflict strategy,
in which the traditional understanding of peace and war is blurred by the simultaneous use
of various mlitary and non-military tactics. This tactic is designed to exploit a wide range
of vulnerabilities in different areas and create a cumulative effect that can destabilize the
adversary. This is why understanding the components and tactics of hybrid warfaege

critical to developing effective countermeasures.

1ChristopherSChi vvi s, "Understandi nBOl/gussi an AHybrid Warfareo.
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One of its important challenges in today's Europe is the cyber space, where in the era
of digital transformation, the threats arising from it have become an important component
of hybrid warfare. As we know, Russia is conducting cybeattacks against Ukraine's
military infrastructure, including communication networks, command systems, and
logistical supply facilities. These attacks are aimed at disrupting operations, sowing
confusion and reducing Ukraina military effectiveness.

In response, effective cyber defense strategies play an important role in protecting
national security and building resilience against these threats. This section examines key
elements of cyber defense, including robust cybersety systems, publieprivate
partnerships, and incident response and recovery mechanisms. It is important to develop
the existing roads in order to overcome the threats arising from it. These include partnering
with technology companies and academic ingitions to advance cybersecurity research
and develop innovative solutions to combat cyber threats. Modern European countries have
begun to implement specific measures aimed at protecting critical infrastructure sectors
such as energy, transport, healthcam@nd finance from cyber attacks. These programs
include risk assessment, safety improvements and emergency planhihg.addition,
conduct joint cyber exercises to simulate attacks on critical infrastructure and evaluate the
effectiveness of response stegies. These exercises help identify gaps and improve
coordination between public and private organizations. A comprehensive cyber defense
strategy includes robust, collaborative publiprivate partnerships for cybersecurity and
incident response and reae@ry mechanisms.

Also, in the field of hybrid warfare, intelligence and counterintelligence operations

play one of the most important roles in identifying, understanding and neutralizing

2 Katarina Kertysova, and Gabriella Cricius. "Countering Russia's Hybrid Threats in the Arctic." 023

irtz J. James, ACyber War and Strategic Culture: the Russi a
Limnell, Jarno, S. Alatalu, |. Borogm E. Chernenko, S. Herpig, O. Jonsson, X. Kurowska et al. "Russian cyber activities in

the EU." 2018y., p. 65-74.

Blank, Stephen. "Cyber war and information war a la russ&lfiderstanding cyber conflict: Fourteen analogi&917y., p.

1-18.
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multifaceted threats. These operations help reduce disinformation from Russia and rensu

a consistent response to threats. It is characterized by the use of satellite and drone
technologies for realtime monitoring and intelligence. These tools can track troop
movements, identify covert operations, and monitor key infrastructuféAs we know, what

is difficult about this part of Russia's hybrid war is that the targets of its propaganda and
disinformation campaigns are Ukrainian soldiers and the public. In particular, it spreads
false narratives about military operations, casualties and podl events. This psychological
warfare aims to undermine morale and public support for Ukraine's military efforts.

Taking into account that nowadays social media plays a big role in the exchange of
information to strengthen counterintelligence, it is adgable to carry out the necessary
public awareness campaigns in a more active way, in order to help raise awareness among
citizens about the tactics and dangers of disinformation. This includes workshops, seminars
and conducting media literacy programs oa larger scale. In addition, it is possible to
partner with civil society organizations present in European countries to disseminate
accurate information against false narratives. These organizations can play an important role
in various similar types ofssues. In countries where the role of the media is very large, it is
desirable to work closely with wellknown media outlets to provide the public with
critically important and verified accurate information, which in itself implies the provision
of investigative journalism resources and their support.

When we talk about hybrid war, we should also mention economic and political
measures aimed at weakening the capabilities of opponents, strengthening the resilience of
political institutions, and fighting against Russian propaganda. This section examines the

role of economic sanctions and policies, as well as the importance of strengthening political

3 Francesca Batzella, "Slowly but surely? Assessing EU actorness in energy sanctions against Rnesjg.Policy192

2024y., p. 114-233.

Media Ajir and Bethany Vailliant Russian Information Warfare: Implications for Deterrence

Anton, Laural t e f amsisda.a 6"sRuwar of aggression against Ukraine. EUd s
propaganda.European Institute of Romania. Policy Briefs Seri#8, 2023y..
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institutions and the impact of public diplomacy and strategic communicationAs the
conflict escalatesRussia is also conducting political sabotage inside Ukraine, specifically
supporting preRussian political parties and movements, which further complicates the
course of the conflict. This includes funding and promoting separatist sentiment in regions
sud as Crimea and eastern Ukraine. At the same time, it is important for European countries
to promote civic education to improve public understanding of democratic processes.
Because informed and engaged citizens are less susceptible to manipulation. Public
diplomacy and strategic communication are vital to countering adversarial propaganda and
creating positive narratives.

As for military power, which represents one of the most insignificant parts of hybrid
warfare, it is characterized by a tangible and aoeve nature that still offers several
advantages in international relations. Military interventions in particular often produce
quick and visible results by putting direct pressure on adversaries and forcing them to
change their behavior and comply with émands. Its use can decisively change the balance
of power and achieve strategic goals in conflict situations. At the same time, the use of
military force enables states to protect their territories, their citizens, and vital national
interests from exterral threats and aggression. It acts as a deterrent against competitors and
strengthens the country's security position in the international arena.

The events that took place between Ukraine and Russia in February 2014 also illustrate
how military for ce can have a significant impact even today as one of the components of
Russia's hybrid war on the overall processes. The damage inflicted by Russia turned out to
be so fast and widescale for Ukraine that it was necessary for the latter to react as quickl

as possible and implement a number of changes in this direction. Russia's hybrid war

4 Batzella, Francesca. "Slowly but surely? Assessing EU actorness in energy sanctions against Rosgig.Policy192,
2024 y.,p.114233.

Quaglia, Lucia, and Amy Verdun. "Weaponisation of finance: the role of European central banks and financial sasction
against RussiaWest European Politicl6, no. 5 2023 yp. 872895.

Kuzio, TarasUkraine and Russia: People, politics, propaganda and perspecf20ésy., p.103-116.

Anton, Laural t ef ani a. " Russiabs war adsporsgtg Russtasdismformatignandn st Ukr ai ne
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strategy was aimed at destabilizing Ukraine, increasing Russian influence and disrupting the
international order?

In response to Russia's aggressive actions, NATO s$igsificantly increased its
military presence in Eastern Europe. NATO's Enhanced Forward Presence (EFP) initiative
involved the deployment of multinational battlegroups in Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and
Poland. These troops, which were drawn from variousANYO member states, served as a
deterrent against further Russian incursions. NATO has also increased the scale and
frequency of its military exercises in the region. Exercises such as "Trident Juncture" and
"DefenderEurope” were designed to demonstratedhalliance's readiness and capabilities to
protect its members. These exercises included laggale troop movements and combined
arms tactical maneuvers. The deployment of NATO forces and conducting lasgele
exercises was a powerful deterrent to Rugsiaggressio.The visible presence of NATO
troops on the eastern flank reassured member states and demonstrated a strong commitment
to collective defense. Enhanced forward and rapid deployment capabilities signaled to
Russia that any aggression againsANO members would be met with a swift and decisive
military response.

As for the state involved in the conflict itself, it should be noted that Ukraine has
embarked on a series of defense reforms to modernize its armed forces. These reforms
included restructuring command and control systems, strengthening logistics and supply

chains, and improving the integration of the various military branches. Its goal was to create

5 Katri Pynnoéniemi and Minna Jokela"Perceptions of hybrid war in Russia: means, targets and objectives identified in

the Russian debateCambridge Review of International Affair83, no. 6 2020y., p. 828-845.
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a more flexible and capable force capable of responding to the hybrid threat pdsgd
Russia. With the military aid and training provided to Ukraine, which continues today, its
defense capabilities are significantly improved. Ongoing defense reforms and modernization
efforts are increasing the overall effectiveness and resilience loé Ukrainian military,
enabling it to better withstand and respond to hybrid threats. Ukrainian forces, bolstered

by international support, have been able to achieve several operational successes against

separatist forces in eastern Ukraine.

Conclusion

Overall, Russia's hybrid warfare strategy against Ukraine is designed to exploit the
latter's vulnerabilities, disrupt its military operations, and create internal divisions. That is
why Ukraine, with the great support of the West, is trying to respond to the challenges
posed by Russia through various important elements of the hybrid war. It should also be
noted that since the Russian hybrid war continues to develop, which makes the situation
more complex, it istherefore important that the strategies to fight against it also adapt to it.
The rapid advancement of technology and the increasing sophistication of adversaries mean
that the innovation environment is an important issue in today's world. It is desirabie
regularly update the military and cyber capabilities of European states, for the development
of new technologies and methodologies against hybrid warfare. Also, in recent years, it is
important to further promote cooperation between the public and priva sectors to ensure
a rapid and effective response to cyber incidents, so that Europe can better defend itself

against the multifaceted cyber threats characteristic of hybrid warfare. In order to eliminate

Car | Bildt, Wi lliam Hague, Kar el Schwarzenber g, Radosl av !
York Times, 05.03.2012,

Fridman, Lawrence.Ukraine and the Art of StrateegyOxford University Press, 2019..
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the propaganda and psychological element of hythrivarfare, it is desirable to implement
more active targeted sanctions against specific individuals, organizations and sectors that
participate in hybrid warfare. This can include asset freezes, travel bans and restrictions on
business dealings. Moreovat,is possible to work with European and international allies to
impose coordinated and highly active sanctions, to strengthen their influence and minimize
Russian opportunities. By taking these measures frequently, European countries can
strengthen theirability to respond to the multifaceted threats emanating from Russia. Along
with this, strengthening of alliances and promotion of new partnerships for intelligence and
information sharing should be emphasized. Moreover, it is important to preferably inase
educational and awareness campaigns to build public resilience against misinformation and
cyber threats. In order to strengthen internal forces, it is better to conduct more frequent
joint and also internal operations and training exercises, in whicloth law enforcement

and cyber security qualified employees from within the country and from other neighboring
European states will participate. Through advanced technologies, enhanced intelligence
gathering, robust disinformation campaigns, and fosteringtéragency cooperation both
nationally and internationally, nations can build a comprehensive defense mechanism
against the diverse threats posed by Russian hybrid warfare. Successes in the military sphere
as a result of the changes on the part of Ukraiard the West include the recapture of key
territories, the disruption of supply lines and the neutralization of covert operations. It is
for this reason that it can be said that systematically having such capabilities and increasing
their number cancontribute to greater success of Ukrainian forces on the eastern front. The
complex and dynamic nature of hybrid warfare requires a united and proactive European
approach. The joint efforts of the military, intelligence, economic, political and
international communities enable Western countries to effectively confront the threats
coming from Russia in today's reality. By fostering cooperation, embracing innovation and

maintaining constant vigilance, the European community can better defend agairss t
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multifaceted challenges of Russian hybrid warfare, ensuring security and stability in an

increasingly interconnected world.
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Abstract

The ongoing conflict between Russia and Ukrainignited by the invasion on February 24, 2022, has
significantly reshaped the landscape of international security, particularly in Europe. This paper examines the
crucial role of air defense in the Russiadkrainian war, emphasizing its tactical, operatiohaand strategic
importance. The evolution of Ukraine's air defense systems, particularly following the annexation of Crimea
in 2014 and subsequent Western support, has been instrumental in countering Russian aerial assaults. Key
developments include theritegration of advanced systems such as MANPADS, NASAMS, and Patriot missiles,
which have bolstered Ukraine's defensive capabilities and protected both military and civilian infrastructures.
The successful coordination of these air defense measures hasmgtlimited Russian air superiority but has
also maintained public morale and political stability within Ukraine. By analyzing specific engagements and
statistical data, this paper illustrates how effective air defense operations are essential in modarfang,
underscoring their impact on the ongoing conflict and future European security dynamics.

Keywords:Air Defense. RussiattJkrainian War. Battlefield Dynamics. Strategic Importance.
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Introduction

After Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24, 2022, fundamental changes began in
the international system. European security faced a nekallenge. The war is still in its
active phase and predicting it in advance is a difficult and complex issue, researchers and
military experts are observing the ongoing processes on a daily basis and trying to assess it.
Based on the past period and méity clashes, it can be said that air defense plays one of the
most important and decisive roles in the Russiukrainian war. Air defense, by its very
nature, is used at all levels of war, both tactical and operational and strategic. The
development of tebinology and its use in war have further contributed to the advancement
of air defense as a military component. The Ukrainian skyguards have a very important
function: to prevent enemy aircraft from entering Ukrainian airspace, to prevent them from
maneuveing and operating, and to respond in a timely manner. This paper will discuss the
strategic importance of air defense in the Russiélkrainian war. Based on specific examples
and statistical data, we should understand how important it is to have a strond affective
defense of airspace in the conditions of modern warfare.

As early as 2004, Ukraine started preparing for the anticipated confrontation. A 2014
study found that Ukraine possessed around 5,000 aantcraft-guided missiles for various
air defense systemisThe Ukrainian military forces, particularly air defense systems, were
significantly impacted by the Russian invasion of Crimea in 2014. Because the systems
needed to be updated and modernized, Ukraine was not prepared for a major araftithat
time. Since the West started actively participating in the development of Ukrainian air
defense equipment and strategy after 2014, it is possible to argue that this year marked a
turning point in the history of air defense. Ukraine started to wate its air defense plans
and bring them into compliance with NATO requirements after 2014. Airspace protection

has emerged as a top priority after the Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022 since it

1 Hlib Parfonov, The Jamestown Foundation. 06 20. Acces38d2024. Https://jamestown.org/program/thstate of-
ukrainian-air-defensepart-one/

127



threatened both the military and the civilian populace. Bause this would have involved
NATO forces in the conflict, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy asked NATO
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg to close the airspace at the start of the war. However,
NATO denied his request and provided pertinent justdations for its decisiort. NATO
members have significantly strengthened Ukraine's air defense, even if an agreement on
airspace restriction has not been reached. Initially, there was debate about which type of air
defense systems should be provided to dkre. Small marportable airdefense systems
(MANPADS) were the first to be donated by nations. By the fall of 2022, medirange
GBAD systems, such as the Norwegian Advanced Surteé\ir Missile System (NASAMS),
were sent; soon after, the decision wasadte to send longange GBAD systems, such as the
MIM -104 Patriot (the first arrived in Ukraine in Spring 2023)(bronk ™ . 1.)

It should be noted that the Westerrsupplied air defense system has significantly
improved Ukraine's @pabilities and made it more secure. At the initial stage, an important
place was given to the Javelin and Cert systems, according to official information published
by the Pentagon on February 24, 2022, Ukraine received more than 5,500 Javelintank
missiles. At the initial stage, while Russia used reconnaissance and various types of
operational equipment, unmanned aerial vehicles have a device for leagge devices.
Another special role was played by the United States, which supplied Ukraine with
"Stingers", which are considered one of the most effective weapons in portable-aitiraft
missile systems. The use of American Stingers turned out to be important in the fight against
the Russian military forces. This type of specific missiles was aimetbag-range targets,
which affected the air defense of Ukraing

The fHair battleso of the first stage of

completed by Ukraine as a result of a quick response and the involvement of partners. It

2 pbronk, Dag henrisken and Justin. n.d. THE AIR WAR IN UKRAINE THE FIRST YEAR OF CONFLICT . NEW YORK:
Routledge.

3 Anastasia Doroshenko, Suspilne. 02 5. Accessed 10 05, 2024. https://suspilne.media/donbas/@#2Z0ERnomupo-
bpla-ale-buv-i-ka-52-robota-ekipazu-zenitno-raketnogo kompleksu strila-10-na-doneccinireportaz/,2024y.
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should be remembered that the implementation of air defense operations is a chain process,
because in addition to equipment and weapons, intelligence, technical training of personnel,
communications and enemy mistakes play a very important role in it. Givéhat Ukraine

was receiving completely new equipment from Western partners, it was necessary to train
technicians. This process took place very quickly. These factors created a complex
environment that allowed Ukrainian air defense systems to achieve g against Russia.
The success of Ukrainian air defense has become a revolutionary and progressive step.

Effective air defense has already been discussed as being extremely important, but in
order to evaluate the effectiveness of weapons and the nati@uiscess, it is also required to
properly evaluate the enemy's capabilities. Since the first day of the conflict, the powerful
Russian Air Force has been aggressively pressuring Ukrainian airspace. because Russia
possesses both wadested aircraft and skikd, professional pilots.Russian fighters have
remained highly effective and lethal against Ukraine near the frontlines throughout the
war, especially the St85S with the R77-1 long-range missile and, in recent months, the
Mig-31BM with the R-37 very longrange missile.

Early Phases of the Conflict: Ukraine successfully targeted ifiving Russian
helicopters in the first few weeks of the invasion with MaiPortable Air Defense Systems
(MANPADS), such as British Starstreak missiles and Americarpplied $inger missiles.
Russian Mi24 and M+8 helicopters were susceptible to MANPADS since they frequently
flew at low altitudes to evade radar detection. According to reports, Ukrainian forces used
these systems to shoot down severald2ds in the Kyiv and Khekiv area in March 2022.

Air defense has not relaxed for a single moment in the war in Ukraine, and the latest
data also shows this, as Ukraine is still managing to actively destroy or disable enemy

aircraft.s

4 JustinBronk with Nick Reynolds and Jack Watling . "The Russian Air War and Ukrainian Requirements for Air
Defence." Royal United Services Institut@022y.
5TRILL, MARIA. "Ukraine destroys Russian M8 helicopter in Kharkiv Oblast.” 10 1,12024y.

129



Based on open sources, Due in majoarpto Ukraine's wellcoordinated defense
strategies and integration of missile systems given by the West, Russia is thought to have
lost about 135 helicopters since the invasion began, including-Bland M 24 variants?

We discussed about weapons and phasized the fact that air defense plays a very
important role at the tactical level, but it is necessary to analyze how crucial air defense is
at the strategic level of war. Keeping the Battlefield Balance and Refusing Russian Air
Dominance is crucial. Wraine has been able to counter Russian air dominance despite
Russia's numerical air advantage thanks to its air defenses, which inclu@@, Buk M1s,
and systems provided by the West like NASAMS. Ukraine restricts Russia's ability to carry
out tactical air strikes, groundattack missions, and close air support by making Russian
aircraft fly at higher altitudes to avoid detection. Because of this restriction, Ukrainian force
movements and locations are maintained, which makes it more difficult for Russia
effectively advance and hold territory.

New technologies have actually turned the methods of warfare upside down, as it has
made it easier for the enemy to obtain information and maneuver through drones, while
the casualties are lowekVhenever people talk about the Russidkraine war, they mention
unmanned aerial vehicles, which the enemy uses for reconnaissance or to carry out certain
operations. For example, in September, Russia used more than 100 drones in various regions
of Ukraine to attack and damage the country's energy systehfSuch strikes are very
harmful to Ukraine, as they pose a threat not only to military success, but also to the civilian
population, therefore combating them is the main task of air defense. Ukraine'sdaifenses
have adapted to counter this threat by utilizing radeguided anttaircraft systems like
Germany's Gepard and lasguided missiles, effectively neutralizing a substantial portion
of drone threats. This approach not only protects infrastructure talso reduces the

frequency of costly missile interceptions needed for these smaller, less destructive threats.

6 GRAPHIC NEWS. 10 2 2024y. https://www.graphicnews.com/en/pages/45544/ukrainmassianaircraft-losses.
7 Anna Desmarais, "Ukraine war: How and why Russia is using 'almost indeteletadrones." 09 01. 2024y
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Last but not least, one of the most important is air defense systems, which actively
support ground forces' development and combat capabilitiesaddition to protecting the
air. Both radars and antaircraft missile systems are always in operation. Officers in charge
of air defense maintain control over the airspace and stop enemy strikes on strategically
significant targets.Robust air defensast only physically shield the population and military
but also serve as a powerful symbol of resilience. Successful interceptions boost public
morale and affirm Ukraine's ability to protect its citizens, which, in turn, reinforces political
stability and international support. The continuous reinforcement and effectiveness of
Ukraine's air defenses reassure both domestic and international audiences of Ukraine's
staying power, encouraging continued assistance and bolstering its position in diplomatic
efforts.

As the war has evolved, air defense systems have emerged as a critical component in
shaping the battlefield dynamics, enhancing Ukraine's military capabilities, and bolstering
national resilience.

Through the integration of Westerasupplied technobgies and the rapid training of
personnel, Ukraine has successfully countered Russia's formidable air force, demonstrated
by the destruction of a substantial number of enemy aircraft, including helicopters. The
ability to deny Russian air superiority hasllawed Ukraine to protect vital military and
civilian infrastructures, thus ensuring operational continuity and public morale.

In conclusion, the air defense capabilities of Ukraine represent a pivotal factor in its
ongoing struggle for survival and indepelence. The effectiveness of these systems has not
only thwarted immediate threats but has also contributed to a broader strategic balance in
the region, underscoring the importance of international support and collaboration in
addressing contemporary sedty challenges. As the war continues to unfold, the evolution
and effectiveness of air defense will remain crucial in shaping the outcome of this conflict

and the future of European security.
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Abstract

This article encompasses the widmanging geopolitical effects of the war between Russia and Ukraine
in respect to the global position of shifting power dynamics and strategic interests for rising powers, namely
China, over the South Caucasus. Aggressively stimulated hostilities between Russia and the West reached
foundation-shaking dimensions reminiscent gire-Cold War divisions and set a new scene for world trade,
energy markets, and security structures. With Europe's quest to find alternatives to Russian energy,
Azerbaijan and the other countries of the South Caucasus have become highly important, botierims of
resource provision and transport. China's strategic turn to the Middle Corridarroute through the South
Caucasus to Europemphasizes its ambition to increase its influence and access to European markets.
Meanwhile, China's balanced approach tine regionwith its alliance with Russia and its economic ties
with the West-embodies a twintrack approach for advancing China's position in a multipolar world. The
article concludes that the war in Ukraine has rewritten not only the immediate Europeagcsirity landscape
but also regional and global alliances, while having lasting impacts on Eurasian trade and connectivity.

Keyword: geopolitical effects power dynamics hostilities, alternatives balanced approacha multipolar

world, security landscapgregional and global alliances
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Introduction

The RussialJkraine war that has been raging on since 2014 with the occupation of
Crimea, and broke into full scale in 2022 with Russian invasion, however has aleated
an interesting geopolitical turn, the influence of which goes beyond the immediate theatre
of the war. This article investigates how this war has transformed the balance of power
globally, particularly focusing on the South Caucasus regionand Ghidés i nt er est s
area.

The clashes have aggravated already existing Rus$i&stern conflicts and therefore
increased the geopolitical rift. Looking at the situation today, it has not only aggravated
relations between Russia and Ukraine but has al$mlen the very fundamentals of the
world order as was the case before the cold war, which is a threat to trade, economic growth
and progress of technology across the gloBeissia's choice to engage in Ukraine stems from
a complicated interplay of factorssuch as domestic political stability, geopolitical strategy,
and the growth of its national defense sector. Through the lens of offensive realism, one
could interpret Russia's maneuvers as efforts to uphold its sphere of influence and to avert
the further encroachment of Western alliances, like NATO, into its historically significant
territories. . This war has not only caused instability in Eastern Europe but has also strained
relationships among major global powers, affected energy markets worldwide, and
prompted a reassessment of security structures throughout Europe and other regions.

What Russia has done in Ukraine evoked united reactions from the West, building up
military capacities in Eastern Europe under NATO umbrella as well Finland and See
becoming associate membe(SIATO 2024) That has helped synch up NATO, but it also
contributed to pushing Russia into an adversarial relationship with the West and a new
security situation on the continent.To addres the Russian aggression, western states have
imposed various sanctions targeting its econonfiyyancial sector, and energy exports. For
example Ten sets of sanctions against Russia and Belarus have been approved by the

European Council since Russia'sgagssive and unlawful invasion of Ukraine in February
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2022(European Council 2023)'This has disrupted energy markets globally, particularly in
Europe, which had been significantly dependent on Russian natural gas. dit&uing energy
crisis has accelerated Europe's transition to renewable energy and the search for alternative
energy sources, including those from the South Caucasus.
The ramifications of the conflict stretch well beyond the immediate war zone. As an
emergng power, China has been attentively observing the developments and is striving to
establish itself as a crucial player in the South Caucasus region, which is strategically
situated at the crossroads of Europe and Asia.
The South Caucasus: A Strategic Region for China

Naturally, South Caucasu$ home toGeorgia, Azerbaijan andArmenia continues to
be a vital region for major countries due to its energy resource transit role, strategic location,
and importance as a buffer zone between Russia, Turkey, and Iran. With continuous global
power shifts, the region's future will be formed by howt navigates various interests, making
it increasingly important to Eurasia's overall stability and securitaeographical position of
South Caucasus allows it to bypass Russtamtrolled routes, making it an attractive
alternative for energy exports=or example, Azerbaijan provides oil and gas to Europe,
decreasing the region's reliance on Russian energy sources. Critical pipelines, including the
BakuThilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) oil pipeline and Southern Gas Corridor are g&oategic to

enhance European energsecurity.

Azerbaijan

Azerbaijan, in particular, is rich in oil and gas resources and has become a key player
in supplying energy to Europe as the continent seeks to reduce its reliance on Russian energy
sourcesAzerbaijan is becoming as a key player in the European energy market, especially

as the region looks to minimize its dependency on Russian energy sources. Azerbaijan's plan

1 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/impaesanctionsrussiarreconomy/
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to double its gas exports to Europe by 204, n.d.)? emphasizes the strategic importance
of its natural gas and oil exports, which have the potential to profoundly alter the energy
dynamics between Europe and Russia. As of 2023, Azerbaijan exported roughly 12 billion
cubic meters (bcm) of natural gas tine European Union (EU), representing a more than
45% increase from 8 bcm in 2021Diplomatic Courier, 2024)This increased trend shows
Azerbaijan's strategic turn toward boosting European energy security, coinciding with the
EU's efforts to diversify its energy sources in the wake of geopolitical concerns with Russia.
Azerbaijan now supplies gas to eight countries: Georgia, Turkey, Italy, Greece, Bulgaria,
Romania, Hungary, and Serbia. In 2023, the country's total gas outpasvaround 44 bcm,
with exports of 22 bcm, representing a 9.5% increase over the previous year. This strong
rise establishes Azerbaijan as a reliable alternative to Russiarsgpglies(IEA, n.d.)

China has madsignificant investments in infrastructure projects in Azerbaijan, with
an emphasis on energy corridors that enable the transportation of oil and gas. From 2000 to
2017, Azerbaijan received around $581 million in Chinese development financing, largely
for pipeline construction that serves both Azerbaijani and Chinese interests.
Azerbaijan and China's recent Joint Declaration demonstrates their commitment to
improving connectivity through initiatives such as the Middle Corridor (Tran€aspian
International Trade Route). This alliance intends to strengthen Azerbaijan's position as a
significant player in global supply chains while also giving China with access to European

markets.

Georgia
Geopolitical context Navigating Georgia's foreign policy has geally been pro
Western, with goals of joining the EU and NATO. However, recent geopolitical upheavals

have encouraged Thilisi to look into tighter relationships with China as a counterbalance to

2 https://www.caspianpolicy.org/research/regionadouth-caucasus/azerbaijastrengthenscommitment-to-double-gas
exportsto-europe
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its complicated relationship with Russia. The prolonged Rigs occupation of Georgian
regions since 2008 has increased Thilisi's security concerns, prompting it to seek new allies.
As Georgia deepens its ties with China, it faces challenges in balancing its aspirations for
Euro-Atlantic integration with its growing relationship with Beijing. Analysts express
concerns that closer cooperation with China could jeopardize Georgia's EU accession
ambitions (freiheit, n.d.).

China's interests in Georgia have been growing significantly in re¢erears, driven by
strategic, economic, and geopolitical factorformalizing Relationdn July 2023, China and
Georgia elevated their relationship to a strategic partnership, marking a significant step in
bilateral ties. This partnershipemphasizes expanded cooperation in various sectors,
including infrastructure, trade, and education. The agreement aligns with China's Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI), which aims to enhance connectivity between Asia and Europe.
(carnggieendowment, n.d.) Agreement emphasizes common interests in building the
Middle Corridor, a critical transit route connecting Central Asia and Europe via Georgia.
(Castillo, n.d.JAs Georgia navigates its foreign policgetween the West and East, its
relationship with China allows it to maintain a degree of autonomy while seeking economic
benefits.

One of the most important projects being considered is the construction of the Anaklia
deepsea port on Georgia's Black Seaast. This port is ideally positioned to facilitate trade
between China and Europe and is viewed as critical to Georgia's role as a transit country in
Eurasia. The engagement of Chinese corporations in this project demonstrates China's

determination to erhance its influence in the region(freiheit, n.d.)*

8 https://www.caspianpolicy.org/research/southaucasus/georgia-improving-relations-with -china-canit -still-balance
with -europe
4 https://lwww.freiheit.org/south-caucasus/devitlietails
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Armenia

Armenia is part of the Eurasian Economic Union (EEAU) led by Russia and has
traditionally looked to Russia for both security and economic support. However by
deepening ties, with China Armenia can branch out its connections. Reduce its reliance on
Russia.This shift holds importance in light of the geopolitical landscape, in the region
especially concerning Azerbaijan. In times, by the end of 2023 China has emerged as
Armenias largest economic partner recording a trade turnover exceeding $ 15 billion in the
initial nine months of the year marking a 30 percent increase from the previous years figures
It is anticipated that by early 2024 this amount will reach approximately $ 193 billion
underscoring a consistent uptrend, in bilateral trade Armenia primarilyxports minerals
and agricultural goods to China while importing machinery electronics textiles and
chemicals from the country(caucasuswatch., n.c.)

Chinese firms are actively involved in infrastructure projects in Armeniajch as the
North-South Highway that intends to increase communication between Iran and Georgia.
Solar energy initiatives aim to increase Armenia's renewable energy capability. These
initiatives not only benefit Armenia’'s infrastructure, but they also corgpond with China's

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which aims to improve connectivity across Eurasia.

BetweenAl | i es and Maual Rpproach Amid the WkeaidesCrisis

The war in Ukraine has substantially altered China's geopolitical calculations,
particularly in its connections with Russia and the West.

China has consistently opposed Western sanctions against Russia since the beginning
of the Ukraine conflict. Official Chinese remarks emphasize a commitment to Russian
sovereignty while denouncing unilateral sanctions implemented by the United States and

its allies. In August 2024, China reiterated its objection to US sanctions against Chinese

5 https://caucasuswatch.de/en/news/chiremergesasarmeniassecondlargesttrade-partner-with - 15-billion -
turnover.html
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enterprises purportedly related to Russia's war efforts, describing these steps as detrimental
to world trade and supply networkgvoanevs 2024j. China has stepped into the shoes of
Europe when the latter was forced to shun Russian energy resources under western
sanctions. In 2023, China imported nearly 107 million tons of crude oil from Russia which

is 24 percent higher than itsmports in 2022.1P finds the increasing look of Russians towards
Asia for the energy resources as a global concern. However, they mention that the
deepening of economic ties between the two countries is problematic. In 2023 there was an
I ncr eas e dependefch onmRassdiasoil due to the ongoing conflict which has resulted

in a steady rise in global energy price@astasiaforum., n.d.)

Energy and tradelncreased reliance on Russian resources.

Crisis as it isJkraine has triggered a sharp increase in the energy imports from Russia

by China. Wi th Western sanctions restricti

has become a major purchaser of Russian oi

importer of crude, as for this year Russia has already exported 107 million tonnes which is
up by 24% from 2022 (jamestown.org, n.d.} China's increasing share of imports from
Russia does make it increasingly hostage toRaissian economy facing international
strangulation. In addition, with the outset of the war this trend has strengthened: more and
more transactions are made in yuan. The yuan has become more popular among traders on
the Moscow Exchange, signaling a move aywfrom traditional currencies like US dollar.
(carnegieendowment.org, n.d This trend reflects China's strategic goal to deepen
economic ties with Russia and at the same time lessen its exposure to Western banking

centers

6 https://www.voanews.com/a/chinaopposesus-sanctionson-firms-with -allegedties-to-russiawar-
efforts/7756545.html

7 https://eastasiaforum.org/2022/04/18/thrissiaukraine-crisis-is-bad-newsfor-chinaseconomy/

8 https://jamestown.org/program/chingenablesrussiaswar-of-aggressioragainstukraine/

9 https://carnegieendowment.org/russiaurasia/politika/2024/05/chinarussiayuan?lang=en
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The Fallout on China's Western Relations Beijing is already seeing the first signs of a
confrontation by adopting strong stances against Russia during its campaign in Ukraine. The
U.S. has cautioned Chinese banks against getting too involved with Russ@mpanies,
threatening to implement secondary sanctions in such caggssreportsonline, n.d.)But it
leaves Chinese firms in a tricky spot as they try to square the hazards of doing business with
Russia alongside continuedperations further west.

China well knows its economic dependence on Western markets and technologies,
even if it is a rougher ride just now. It will manage rather than rupture relations with
Western countries for the sake of its economic interests evenitaspenly backs Russia.
(gisreportsonline, n.dg*hina by maintaining economic ties with the West and
simultaneously aiding Russia demonstrates such a twin strategy aimed at furthering its-long

term geopoliticalambitions.

Updated Diplomatic Neutralityand Global Strategy

China, in theory at least supports a multipolar global order and actively participating
within it & is totally consistent with its outlook that Russia remains eased out of the world
stage. Chma is promoting an image for itself as a mediator that appeals to both, supporting
Russia but not necessarily endorsing Moscow's poligjsnestown.org, n.d.}*
China's official norralignment continues, allowing theworld to move toward less U.S.
dominance and more linkages across global divisions without Chinese political officiousness
of any kind helping or hindering a new order facilitating connectivity rather than war
among disparate parts in permutation forminghe. But to do so, it must balance its economic
interests against this moral rebuke and also take into account the ideological nationalist

bonds such as antiWestern imperialism that ties Moscow with New Delhi.

10 https://www.gisreportsonline.com/r/chinarussiafinance/
11 https:/[jamestown.org/program/chineenablesrussiaswar-of-aggressioragainstukraine/
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In the background of hostilities in Ukraine, @Gina demonstrated an essentially intricate
attitude toward maintaining key economic links with both West and Russia as part of its
strategic considerations. Navigating this tricky tightrope across an ideological chasm is not
easy, at least for a China neled to compromise between its economic interests in Western
markets and its alliance of convenience with Moscow. The changing dynamics will greatly
shape China's ambitions in the world and its involvement in international affairs down the

road.

Shifting Trade Dynamics: The Impact of the Ukraine War on China's Belt and Road
Initiative and the Development of the Middle Corridor
China remains aware of its economic dependerme Western trade and technology,

Since the Ukraine war began in February 2022Chin®8glt and Road Initiative (BRI) has
changed, with a noticeable shift toward alternative routes to retain connectivity with
Europe. One significant change has been a shift from the Northern Corridor, which
previously connected China to Europe via Central lasand Russia, to the Middle Corridor,
which runs through the South Caucasus.

The Middle Corridor, also known as the Trar€aspian International Transport Route
(TITR), connects China with Europe through Kazakhstan, the Caspian S&zerbaijan,
Georgia, and Turkey. It has been operational since 2017 and is a multimodal transportation
network that incorporates rail and maritime lines. The corridor is about 2,000 kilometers
shorter than the Northern Corridor and provides a more direcoute for products transiting
between Asia and Europe. The Ukraine war has made the Northern Corridor less viable as
a result of Western sanctions on Russia and subsequent couségrctions. As a result, there
has been a substantial shift toward improvingpé Middle Corridor. Cargo traffic along this
route surged dramatically in 2022, with quantities exceeding 1.5 million tons, a-fofl
increase over prior years. This corridor's appeal has grown as countries seek alternatives to

Russian channels for shippg products.
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In June 2023, Kazakhstan, Georgia, and Azerbaijan inked an agreement to reduce
operational delays and streamline tariff processes along the Middle Corridor. This
agreement is expected to improve efficiency and speed up cargo movement alongptlie,

This project seeks to alleviate issues arising from conflicting norms and standards, which
have historically hampered trade along the corridor. According to the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development, building the Middle Corridor will cst between $19
billion and $21 billion to handle existing infrastructure constraints and boost capacity.
(OECD, 20242

Despite its potential, numerous obstacles still exist in fully achieving the Middle
Corridor's capabilities, current capacity along the Middle Corridor is less than 5% of that
of the Northern Corridor. (Meray Ozat, n.d.Jo become competitive, the route needs
overcome logistical restrictions such as limited port capacity and intrasture. Despite its
potential, numerous obstacles still exist in fully achieving the Middle Corridor's capabilities.
Improving both physical infrastructure (ports, trains) and soft infrastructure (customs rules,
unified standards) is critical to optimizig Middle Corridor operations. Recent efforts have
begun to close these gaps, but regional governments must remain committed.

The future development of the Middle Corridor holds tremendous promise, through
its Global Gateway plan, the European Umo has set aside al most
Middle Corridor infrastructure. Europe's strategic interest in improving connection with
Central Asia and lowering dependency on Russian routes is demonstrated by this
expenditure. (Rizz, n.d.)*®* More Trade Possibilities: Trade prospects will increase both
inside Central Asia and between Asia and Europe as nations along the corridor cooperate to
enhance logistics and expedite procedures. More economic integration between these
countries may result from thisGeoeconomic Influence: If the Middle Corridor is developed

successfully, participant nations may be positioned as important actors in the dynamics of

12The Context: Growing interest in the Middle Corridor
13 https://ecfr.eu/article/risk-and-reward-why-the-eu-should-develop the-middle-corridor-trade-route/
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regional commerce. These countries hope to gain substantial geoeconomic power b

offering a different path for goods to transit between Asia and Europe.

Conclusion

analyzing the impact of the RussidJkraine war that responds directly to the title of
this section is that the conflict has fareaching implications for the world order and is not
limited to the geographic area of Eastern Europe. This conflict does nolyaredraw the
political relations between Russia on the one hand and the western states on the other but
also trigger strategic reorientations of the emergent powers such as China which on the one
hand has a strategic partnership with Russia but on the etthand has extensive economic
cooperation with the West. The Western sanctions for Russia has been further helping
China enhance its presence in the South Caucasus region through BRI shifting focus from
North corridor to the Middle Corridor which acts asa strategic connect between Asia and
Europe. Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Armenia have becoming more critical in their
intermediary roles of the Middle Corridor since China shifted BRI investments to this line
of development. This has made this route even mardevant for Europe to diversify from
the Russian energy sources and Azerbaijan has stepped up to the special occasion by
becoming one of the suppliers. By investing in infrastructure projects and seeking partners
in the region, China has increased itsgifile to ensure its economic concerns and to diversify
its transit from northern Russianc ont r ol | ed Arcti c routes. It
increasing interest in the South Caucasus, it desires to become a global power and contribute
tothecreatonof a mul ti pol ar world. This shift unde
to provide support to Russia and at the same time keep access to the European and North
American markets. Gradually changing the layout of cooperation in the Middle Corridor,
China will enhance the focus on the South Caucasus states in the further evolution of

Eurasian trade and diplomatic relations geography. The shifts in relations around the BRI,
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the Middle Corridor and Chinads st rnimpaetggi c

international relations and global connection outside the current conflict area.
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AVake Europe Great AgaiiW hat does the Hungarian Presidenofthe EU
Council standfor?
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Abstract

The aim of this article is to presentthe essenceof the presidencyof the Member Statesin the
Councilof the European Union and to show the priorities set by tidungarian government for its presidency,
which runsfrom 1 Julyto 31 December2024. What ishiddenin the sloganinvented by Budapest:Make Europe
GreatAgain?This article aims to identify the intentions of Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban,
who is seerasa controversialfigure through Europeanstructures,and to analysehis attitude in terms of
leadership.How doese perform as a person leading the state? The article attempts to explain Hungary's
convoluted relationship with the European Union and the actions taken by the country, which have an
impact on the ongoing war in Ukrainesince 2022. The problems Hungary faces, including accusations of rule
of law violations and criticism for its preRussian position in the context of ta Ukrainian conflict, will affect
its ability to shape EU policy in line with itsvision. Hungary's presidency may therefore not only be an
attempt to realise its own agenda, but also a test oféhdurance of unity in a European Union whose future
will f ace many challenges. What is the Hungarian PrinMinister trying to achieve with his behaviour,and
how doeshe wantto becomea decisionmaker with significantinfluence in Europe and beyond? What does
it give Hungary to maintain a Eurosceptiapproach by the country'siling party and close relations with the
president of the Russian Federation or the People's Republic of Chifb& article also attempts to analyse
the direction of the future of the European Union, where we are currentlgxperiencing growing
Euroscepticismand nationalist sentiment. The article usesan analysisof available literatureand internet
sourcesand a synthesisof gainedknowledge.

Keywords Hungary, Europe,Council of the EU, Euroscepticismghallengespresidency.
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Introduction

Under the slogan 0Wake Europe Great Agaird the Hungarian presidency of the
Councilof the EuropeanUnion in 2024 hidesa complexvision of Europethat placesthe
sovereigntyof nation states at the centre and rejects further European integration in favour
of greaterautonomy for Member States. Hungary, led by Prime Minister Viktor Orban,
seeks to redefinte role of the European Union, promoting a model of Europe centred on
conservative valueghat are often at variance with the liberal ideas that dominate the
Union. Viktor Orban, known for his nationalist and Eurosceptic views, questions the
centralisation of power and the EU'migration policy, arguing that strengthening natnal
identity is crucial for the future of thecontinent. In this context, Hungarian presidency is
a period of intense discussion on ttdirection Europeshouldtake,especiallyin the faceof
the challengesf the war in Ukraine, themigration crisisand structural reforms! The aim
of this article is to presentthe essenceof the presidency of the Member States in the
Council of the European Union and to show theriorities set by the Hungarian
government for its presidency. The papeattempts to explainHungary's convoluted
relationship with the European Union and the actions taken by th@untry, which have
animpacton the ongoingwar in Ukraine since2022.1t alsotries to analyséhe direction of
the future of the European Union, where we are currently experiencing growing
Euroscepticism and nationalist sentiment. Thus, the content of the article responds to the
following research problems:
1 What is the Council of the EuropeanUnion and what is the presidencyof the

Member States about?
1 What priorities Hungary hassetfor its presidencyof the Council of the European
Union?

1 What leadershipfeaturesand behaviour arepresentedby Viktor Orban?

PPosgowigi:erWki rzNd zagraUa wartoSciom, instytucjom i
room/20240112IPR16780/poslowieregierskirzad-zagraza wartosciorinstytucjom-i-funduszomue (access: 21.08.2024)
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1 What is the relations betweenthe governmentin Budapestand the European
Union?
1 Why isthere growing Euroscepticismandnationalistsentimentin Europei whatwill
the future of the European Union look like?
The article usesan analysis of available literature and internet sourcesand a

synthesi®f gainedknowledge.

Main Part
1. WHAT IS THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION AND WHATS THE
PRESIDENCYOF THE MEMBERSTATES ABOUT?

The European Union is characterizedas a political and economic organization
that hasa legal personality. Generallyspeaking, it means that EU has the capacity to
establish an signinternational agreements, treaties or negotiateEU consists of 27
European countries, whichnclude: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia,
Denmark, Estonia, FinlandFrance Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia,
Slovenia,Spain,Sweden? Until 2020GreaBritain was also a member, but with Brexit it
left the organistaion* The Union is divided into severalbodies. Among others, we can
distinguish: European Council, Council of the EuropearlUnion, European Parliament,
European Commission, Court of Justice of the EU, Europ&entral Bank, European

Court of Auditors® Each plays an important rolein functioning of the European

2The European Union. What it is and whiait does, https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/ewrhat-it-is/en/index.html
(access: 02.08.2024).

3 EU countries, https://europeatunion.europa.eu/principlescountries-history/eu-countries_en?page=1 (access:
02.08.2024).

4 The EU-UK withdrawal agreement, https/www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/etrelations-with -the-united
kingdom/the-eu-uk-withdrawal -agreement/ (access: 02.08.2024)

5 Search all EU institutions and bodies, https://europeanion.europa.eu/institutionslaw-budget/institutions-and
bodies/searckall-euw-institutions-and
bodies_en?f%5B0%5D=0e_organisation_eu_type%3Ahttp%3A//publications.europa.eu/resource/authority/corp- orate
body-classification/EU_INST (access: 13.08.2024).
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Union.

The Council of the European Union, often known simply as the EU Council, is one
of the main institutions of the EuropeanUnion. It playsa key role in the community's
decisionmaking processAs opposedo the EuropeanCouncil, which bringstogetherthe
leadersof the MemberStates, the Council of the EUisthe bodywhere national government
ministersmeetto discusjegotiate and make decisions orbaoad range of EU policies. The
institution is an important branch of European governance, combining the national
sovereignty of Member States witlsupranationalcooperationmechanisms.The Council
of the EU is alsothe placewhere MemberStates carnnfluence the direction of EU policy,
trying to balance national interests with theoverall objectivesof the EuropeanUnion. It
should be rememberedthat it must not be confusedvith the European Council or the

Council of Europe, which isnot an EUentity.8

Figurel The logo of the Council of the EuropeanUnion
Source: Councibf the European Uniophttps://leuropeanunion.europa.eu/institutionslaw-budget/institutions-and-
bodies/searctall-eu-institutions-and-bodies/counciteuropearunion_en (accesst3.08.2024).
The Council of the EU works on the basis of the presidency of the Member

States.The presidencyof the Council of the EU is a crucial role for the stability and

functioningof Europe.More importantly, the presidencyis held not by asingleindividual,

6 European Council, https://europeaminion.europa.eu/institutionslaw-budget/institutions-and-bodies/searckell eu-
institutions-and-bodies/europeascouncil_en (access: 13.08.2024).

7 Council of the European Union, https://europeannion.europa.eu/institutionslaw-budget/institutions-and
bodies/searchall-euw-institutions-and-bodies/counciteuropeanunion_en (access: 13.08.2024).

8 1bid.
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but by an entirecountry. The systemof rotating presidenciegjoeshackto the early daysof
Europeanintegration. The role puts eachof the 27 Member Statesat the political center
for a periodof six months, duringwhich it helps to ensurethe efficient running of much
of the EU®

Member Statesthat hold the presidency in sequencework closely together in
groupof three. This system was introduced in 2009 by the Lisbon Tre#tyfach of the
three establishedong-term objectivesand preparesajoint programmeof topicsandissues
to bedealtwith by the Council for 18 months. On the basis of this programme, each of the
three develop#s own more detailed sixmonth programme. The current group (as of

August 13, 2024 .¢onsistsof Spain, Belgium and Hungary.
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FigureZ2 Rotating Presidencie®f the Council of the EuropeanUnion
Source:What does holding the presidency of the Council of the EU méxmttps:/ivww.consilium.europa.eu/pl/presidency
council-eu/(accessl3.08.2024)

2. THE HUNGARIAN PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCQF THE EUROPEANUNION
From 1 July to 31 of December 202Bungary holds the presidency of the Council

of the EuropeanUnion. The governmentin Budapeshassetitself a seventopicsthat are

9 What does holding the presidency of the Council of the EU mean?, https://www.consilium.europa.eu/pl/presidency
council-eu/ (access: 13.08.2024).
10 ]bid.
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priorities forits presidency. Mainlyfocus on:
Increasingthe competitivenessof the EU
Strengtheningt h e defdrizepolicy
Consistentand substantiveenlargementpolicy
Stoppingillegal migration

Shapingthe future cohesion policy

Promoteafarmeri centeredEU agricultural policy

= =4 4 A4 -4 -2 -2

Facingup to demographicchallenges:

Looking at the above points, it can beeen that Hungary is focusing on strengthening
the EU'competitivenessn the faceof globaleconomicchallengesAn important element
oftheir policyis to support the Western Balkan countries and other membership candidates
that meet therequired criteria to join the Community. Hungary emphasisegamily policy
as a key elemenin solving the problemsof a declining population, insteadof relying on
migration. Importantly, it should be addedthat the Hungarian Presidencycomesat a
difficult time for the EU, when thecontinent is strugglingwith variouscrises,making the

efficient implementation of thesepriorities crucial for the future of the Union.*?

Figure3 Hungarian Presidencyfogo
Source. Presentation of the logo of titéungarian presidency of the Council of the European Unipgnttps://hungarian
presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/news/presentatiaf- the-logo-of-the-hungarian-presidencyof-the-council-of-the-european

union/ (access18.08.2024).

11 Priorities of the Hungarian presidency, https://hungarianpresidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/prograrpmierities/
(access: 14.08.2024).

12 AmCham Policy Forum: The Key Priorities of the Hungarian EU Presidency,
https://www.amcham.hu/media/amcharmmews/amchampolicy-forum-key-priorities-hungarian-eu-presidency (access:
18.08.2024).
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Hungary has chosenthe sloganfor its Presidencyof the Council of the European
Unionwhi ch sMahas Eurmope . @hyeisit corguersiahia the EU
environment?As commentators point out, it makes a direct connection to Donald Trump's
2016 presidentiatampaigni® Trump used this sloganto convey the idea of restoring
the United Statedo its former power and relevance, particularly in an economic, political
and military context. The slogandViake America GreatAgairthasbecomevery recognisable
asasymbolof Trump'scampaignand populist movement,which hasbeen very successful
in mobilising voters** JustasTrump usedthe sloganto criticise globalisation,political
elitesand governmeninstitutions, the Hungarian slogan can be used by populist European
politicians in a similarcontext. It can express oppositionto the current structures
of the EuropeanUnion, its bureaucracy and globalist trends, calling for a return to more
sovereign, national interest®Moreover, thereference to Trump may also be a deliberate
provocation intended to triggerstrong reactions,both positive and negative.In Europe,
where Trump's policies have often beercriticised, the use of this slogan can be seen as
controversial and attracmedia and publicattention.*6

OMake Europe Great Agairbis interpreted ambiguously. It can be seenas a
referenceto a nostalgic period when Europe was a dominant power, both
economically, politically and culturally. The slogan can alsexpress criticism of the
current situation in the EuropeanUnion, pointing to its internal problems, such as:
political divisions between Member Statgg.g.on migration) alack of unity in the faceof
globalchallengeqsuchasthe crisisin Ukraine) and a decline in the EU's influence on

the international stage,where Europe can be seeras dess significant player compared

BProgr am pr e z2nywRadzie Pnii Eusipeggkiej, https://ies.lublin.pl/lkomentarze/kies154/ (access:
18.08.2024).

14 MAGA movement, https://www.britannica.com/topic/MAGA-movement (access: 18.08.2024).

15 Hungary takes over rotating EU presidency, https://www.dw.com/en/hungatakesover-rotating-eu
presidency/videe69543141 (access: 18.08.2024).

16 Make Europe Great Again': Hungary set for EU presidency, https://www.dw.com/en/mak@opegreatagain
hungary-gearsup-for-eu-presidency/a69429630 (access: 18.08.2024).
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to the US orChinal78

3. ANALYSISOFVIKTOR ORBAN'SLEADERSHIPATTITUDE

LeadershipWhat exactlyisit? Therearemany definitions, aswell asinterpretations
of thesubject. Leadership is the processof influence/ inspiring people to achieve
common goal@nd objectives. It is not just a formal role or position, but rather the ability
to inspire, motivateand lead a teanmn a way that promotes effective collaboration and goal
achievement. It is alsimportant to rememberaboutthe leader'srole in building trust and
motivation within the groupLeadership is a dynamic process that requires the leader to be
flexible andable to adapt to theehangingneeds of theeam and circumstance’s.

Prime Minister of Hungary, is a figure whose leadership style is causing much
controversyand debate,both in his own country and internationally. Viktor Orban is
often criticisedfor authoritarian tendenciesin his governing style and is accusedof
weakening democracyn Hungary.?® He is also known for promoting nationalism and
national sovereignty. Higolicies often emphasise the need to protect Hungarian interests
from external influences,particularly from the European Union. He often appeals to
populist narratives, using publi¢earsand anxietiesrelatedto migration, globalisationand
economicchange.His anti - immigration policies, especially during the 2015 migration

crisis, have earned him a lot of domesticsupport, but alsocriticism from European

“"6Makeopgpea Great Againd: Hungaryds new motto for EU presiden
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/06/18/europe/hungarmnake-europe greatagainmotto-intl -latam/index.html (access:
18.08.2024).

BAiMake Europe great a gf@nfirdmp fbuitea sanongh EB presiddng, mot t o
https://www.eunews.it/en/2024/06/18/makeurope great againhungary-stealsmotto-from-trump-for-its-six month-

eu-presidency/ (access: 18.08.2024).

191, Urych, The Need for Leadership in Team Work. Prolegomenonref8on, Nation, State, Interdisciplinary Research in

Security Studies, Akademia Sztuki Wojennej, Warsaw 2021, p.101 4. 20 Vi ktor Or ban, Hungaryo:s

and key Putin ally, calls Zelensky an dédopponentd after winn
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/04/03/europe/hungarglection-resultsviktor -orbarrintl/index.html (access: 18.08.2024).
2VVi ktor Orban, Hungaryds authoritarian | eader and key Putin

reelection, https://edition.cnn.com/202M4/03/europe/hungaryelection-resultsviktor -orbar-intl/index.html (access:
18.08.2024).
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institutions andinternational organisationg! Despite the controversy, Orban remains one
of the most influential politiciansn Europe. Internationally, Viktor Orban is seen as the
leader of a Eurosceptic movement thapposeghe federalisationof the EU and promotes
thed E u robnpaet i nwodek His leadershipoften leadsto tensionswith other EU leaders,
particularly in the contextof migrationpolicy and therule of law.??

The Hungarian Prime Minister was also strongly criticised by European Union
Member States for his visit to Moscow on 5 July 2024. European Council President Charles
Michel stated that: @he rotating EU presidency, which Hungary currently holds, has
no mandatdo engagewith Russiaon behalf of the EU. More importantly, before
this event, theHungarian Prime Minister had visited Kyiv a few days earlier to talk to
President ZelenskiMeanwhile, after his meetingwith Putin, he travelled to the People's
Republicof Chinato meewith China's President Xi Jinping* Therefore, what is the aim

of such actions taken by thélungarian Prime Minister?

4. RELATIONS BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT IN BUDAPEBND THE EUROPEAN
UNION
It would not be surprising about the Hungarian presidency of the Council of the
EuropeanUnion took its turn. However, it has been highly controversial mainly due to the
attitude of thegovernment in Budapest towards the war in Ukraine, as well as the &b
aspirations of thdJkrainian authorities. Hungary is also the first country in historyo head
the Council of theEuropean Union subject to the Rule of Law procedure under Article 7.

Inaresolutionadopted n June 2023, the Eurgggvecameriaar | i am

2AVi kt or Orbands most controversial mi g-orhahsmosh cortroversiee nt s http
migration-comments/g42086054 (access: 18.08.2024)

20ccupy Brussels! Viktor Orb8&8nés pl an f-abanpareumpeduyngalyt t ps: / / ww
council-presidencyelection/ (access: 18.08.2024).

2" JeSli naprawdin szukasz pokoju, nie podajawdaskvdeoni kr wawem
https://tvn24.pl/swiat/viktor -orban-w-rosji-spotkal sie- z-putinem-komentarze europejskichpolitykow -st79916 20

(access: 18.08.2024).

24 Orban arrives in China after Putin meeting, https://www.politico.eu/article/viktororban-arrive-china-vladimir putin-

meeting/ (access: 18.08.2024).
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developments in Hungaryin the light of the upcoming Hungarian Presidency of the
Council of the EU (the text wasadoptedwith 442 votesin favour, 144 againstand 33
abstentions) stressingthe important roleof the Council Presidency, which contributes to
legislative progress, ensures continuity of thelU agenda and represents théouncil in its
relations with the other institutions>.

It canbeconcludedthat akind of conflict betweenHungary andthe EuropeanUnion
comedrom deep differences over democratic values, migration policy and thanagement
of EU funds. There are mutual accusationsind tensionsover both the internal issuesand
internationalpolitics. Hungary, for example accuseshe EU of interfering with national
sovereignty and criticises the alleged use of differerstandards in the assessment of
Member States, whertne EU reportedly ignores problemsin other countries while
focusing on Hungary,and selectivity in the application of rules. The government in
Budapest claims that the EBelectively applies itsules and procedures to punish Hungary
for political decisions, while other countries are treated more gentBf. Moreover,
according to Hungary, the EU is ofteperceived as too bureaucratic and inefficient, which
does not benefit citizens. Hungary alsdlames non-transparency and improper
managementof EU funds?” The EU is accusedf failing to managemigration crises
effectively and not putting in place sufficient measure® protect borders and ensure the
security of Member States. Thélungarian Prime Minister considers that the EU's
migration policy favours countries that take in large numbersf refugeessothat
those with a stricter approachto immigration are punished?® The EuropeanUnion,

meanwhile,accusesiungaryof violating fundamentalvaluessuchasdemocraticvaluesand

BZWngry oggosi gy priorytety, logo i hasgo swojej prezydencj.i
(access: 19.08.2024).
BWAQry: Komi sja Europejska stosuje w sprawie Pol ski podw:- jn

htt ps://polskieradio24.pl/artykul/1836360,WegrKomisja Europejskastosujew-sprawie Polski podwojne standardy

(access: 19.08.2024).

ZZEur oparl ament ostrzega von der Leyen w sprostreegawondéigi er, htt
leyen-w-sprawie w%C4%99gier/a68024003 (access: 19.08.2024).

28 Hungary's Viktor Orban to defy EU over immigration law, https://www.bbc.com/news/worleéurope 59748173

(access: 19.08.2024).
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human rights. What is more, the Hungarian government is blamed of corruption
and nepotisn??

Hungary has a special position towards the war in Ukraine, which is different from
most European Union countries. Under Prime Minister Viktor Orban, Hungary is trying
to balanceits loyalty to the EU with close relations with Russia. Orban's government has
frequently opposed sanctions against Russia, arguing that they hit Europe's economg mor
than Russia'sThe Hungarian Prime Minister is concerned about the negative impact of
sanctions on theHungarianeconomy ,especiallyin termsof energysupply,where Hungary
is heavily dependenbn Russian ga¥.Hungary refuses to provide direct military aid to
Ukraine and blocks thetransit of weapons through its territory?® Orban argues that
Hungary should avoid directinvolvement in the conflict to protect its own national
security. His position is seen d80 pro-Russiarby many EUmembers.Hungary hasclose
relationswith Russiawhich further complicatests position on the war. Viktor Orbanhas
along-standingrelationship with Vladimir Putin and seeks to maintain these ties, despite
tensions in relatioys with the EU. Hungary's position is causing frustration among other
EU and NATO members, who believinat solidarity and a joint response are crucial in the
face of Russian aggression. Hungaripalicy is often criticised for undermining the unity

of the Union in its responsdo the crisis3?

5. RISINGEUROSCEPTICISMAND NATIONALIST SENTIMENTIN EUROPE
- THE FUTUREOF THE EUROPEANUNION?

In the past few years, especially after the outbreak of the fgltale war in Ukraine,

29 Viktor Orban: Hungary 'autocracy' verdict from EU correct, say activists, httpsuthw.bbc.com/news/world europe

62925460 (access: 19.08.2024).

30 Hungary cannot support any new EU energy sanctions against Ruisgjavt,
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/hungarycannotsupportany-new-eu-energy-sanctionsagainstrussia govt

202209-29/ (access: 19.08.2024).

S Hungary blocks EU | eadersdéd statement pledging support for
eu-leadersstatementpledging-supportfor-ukraine/ (access: 19.08.2024).

82 Hungary's Orban urges ceasefire on Kyivsid, https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3gvrzpwp540 (access: 19.08.2024).
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there hasbeenincreasing Euroscepticismand growing nationalist sentimentin Europe.
Euroscepticismin Europe is a reluctant attitude towards European integration.s?
It is expressedmainly in criticism of the EU's bureaucracy,its migration, regulatory
and financial policies. There is also a noticeable nationalist sentiments that focus on the
protection of national identity, culture and traditions strengthen Euroscepticisr?t. In
many EUcountries, nationalism has gained popularity as a response to globalisation,
migration and EUintegration policiesthat are seenasthreatening national sovereignty.
Movements such as Brexitin the United Kingdom are an example of the growing
nationalism that has led to withdrawafrom the Union.3®

Thesetrends, driven by a variety of political, social and economic factors, could
leado further fragmentationin Europe and affect the sustainability of the Union itself.
The rise of Euroscepticism and nationalism could affect the future of the EU in several
crucial aspectsfirst of all, it is a weakening of integration. If more countries follow
the UK's exampleand decide to leavéhe Union, European integration could be severely
hampered3® NationalistandEurosceptigartiesin the EU (amongothers,suchasthe Italian
League,France'sNationalUnity, Freedom Party of Austria, or Hungary's Fidesz) may
interfere with cooperationbetweenMember States, especially on issues such as foreign
policy, security and the economy3” Moreover, under pressure from Eurosceptic
governments,the EU may be forced to reformits institutions and policies, which could

lead to thedecentralisationof power 38

33 Eurosceptycyzm, https://sjp.pwn.pl/slowniki/eurosceptycyzm (access: 21.08.2024).

34 Nacjonalizm, https://encyklopedia.pwn.pl/haslo/3945094/nacjonalizm.html (access: 21.08.2024).

30brexicie zdecydowad angi el ski nacj onal i zmexicie hdedydowal / / www. ne
angielskinacjonalizm/47hvckf (access: 21.08.2024).

36 Rising Euroscepticism in Europe: An Assessment,

https://www.icwa.in/show_content.php?lang=1&vel=3&Is_id=2495&Iid=1872 (access: 21.08.2024).

37 Wyniki eurosceptykow i populistéw w krajach Unii, https://tvn24.pl/swiat/podziaimandatowdo-pe-w-europie

wyniki -eurosceptykowi-populistow-w-krajach-unii-europejskiejra939303Is2310727 (access: 21.08.2024).

3BA Pl eSniarska, | n fczal guroaceptyeyzmal WiZesayfy &laukoweanr 6(096), uhiwersytet

Ekonomiczny w Krakowie 2017, p. 2212.

157



Conclusion
Under t h &dake EurogeaGreatAgam i s t he ambition of

presidencyf the EU Council, which combinesa Euroscepticapproachwith an attempt

to increaséts influence on the international stage. Hungary, under Viktor Orbéan rule,
seeks to promot@ational sovereignty and resistanceto the centralisation of EU power,
which is reflectedn its stance towards EU policies, including opposition to sanctions
aganst Russia or supportor Ukraine.®® Hungary has taken an extremely cautious and
different stance towards the wain Ukraine, influenced by its historical, political and
economic connections with RussiaAlthough Hungary formally condemns Russian
aggressiorand hassupportedsomeEU sanctions, Viktor Orban has consistently avoided
direct actions that could damage relationwith Moscow, such as supplying arms to
Ukraine*® Orban has repeatedly highlighted that higriority is to protect Hungarian
interests, which includes maintaining the supply of Russiangasand avoiding direct
involvement in the conflict.4* However, in spite of everything, Europés trying to unite

andwork together ongoalsand themeans toachievethem.
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Abstract

The recent rise in geopolitical tensions, in particular, Russian aggression against Ukraine, has changed
the security architecture across Europe considerably. This shift in the nature of the threat has pressed on the
need for strengthening air defense, esgally SHORAD and VSHORAD. These systems are one of the layers
in a multilayer defense system, enabling counteractions to be taken on time with effectiveness against a wide
range of air threats, from unmanned aerial vehicles and cruise missiles to-flying aircraft. The article below
provides an overview of the development of SHORAD and VSHORAD systems across the European defense
architecture, taking Poland as an example, currently leading among the countries that expand these
capabilities.

The article enphasizes that the increased threat from Russia is driving European nations, with Poland
at the forefront, toward modernization of their defense systems in ever more flexible, miétyered, and
resilient ways that would better position them to handle newreats. Poland, one of the easternmost countries
within the NATO alliance, chose the most aggressive path in terms of modernizing and improving its defense
systems, featuring such programs as "Narew" and "Piorun,” aimed at national SHORAD/VSHORAD
capabilties. In the analysis, a view has been taken of the technological and political factors that accompanied
the modernization of the air defense system.

The article also draws on the example of international cooperation in the development of SHORAD
and VSHORAD systems, pointing out the principal projects undertaken within NATO and European Union
initiatives. On top of this, it analyzes how the lessons learned from the war in Ukraine contributed to the
redefinition of defense priorities, including the need fathe rapid integration of modern systems with existing
infrastructure. The example of Poland, which is actively investing in these technologies, shows how important
it is to implement sophisticated solutions without delay in the face of developing threats.

The results of the study indicate, however, that the development of SHORAD and VSHORAD systems
is a requirement for ensuring continued effective air defense of Europe. With the faknging geopolitical
scene, the Polish case shows two important pillae fcountering modern threats and deepening European
defense architecture against future challenges: investments in technology and international cooperation.

Keywords:Shorad, Vshoragwar, geopolitical challenges, European defense
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Introduction

With a rapidly changing geopolitical environment and emerging military threats,
SHORAD/VSHORAD systems emerge as one of the most crucial modern defense strategies.
While these systems differ in terms of range and role, they are predominantlysined
to protect against closeange aerial threats such as missiles, drones, and cruise missiles.

Within the rapidly changing landscape of technologies and techniques, UAVs have
become
a widespread threat due to their low production cost and relatiyatompact size, combined
with the capability to accomplish missions that require high accuracy. VSHORAD systems
are specifically adapted for very closeange defense, typically from a few to several dozen
meters. One example is the modified RB® NG, a Swdish project developed by Saab
Bofors Dynamics. It uses a guidance system along with an automatic target tracking system.
Having detected the hostile object, the operator directs the missile toward the target, tracks
it, and sustains the laser beam uniilimpacts its target thereby increasing the chances of
hitting. The solution is effective against UAVs because they usually fly at low altitudes and
high speeds.

The SHORAD system is designed for use against targets at distances at rangesraf seve
to tens of kilometers. It is optimized to cover especially important areas, like military bases,
mobile units, and infrastructure sites. One such example is IRIS developed by the
German company Diehl Defense in cooperation with four other countrieGreece, Italy,
Norway, and Sweden. It is possible to mount this system on various mobile platforms,
including military vehicles. This will enhance its versatility and capability to quickly adapt

to changing operational conditions.

1 Sayan MajumdarVayu Aerospace and Defence Review; NeveD h i | ss. 3, fiThe SaaboRBS 70NG:
Military Journal, May/Jun 2017 vy,

2|RIS-T SL Surfacdo-Air Guided Missilg, https://www.airforce-technology.com/projects/irist-sl-surfaceto-air-guided

missile/?cfview
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An integrated defense strategy needs both kinds of systems so that the contribution of

each systembs capabilities effectively addr

contemporary SHORAD and VSHORAD that forms a base for Europe's modern defense
architecture. These systems are, therefore, considered indispensable for effective -close
range air defense, given that the nature of aerial threats, especially unmanned aerial vehicles
and guided cruise missiles is rapidly changing. With greatly improved deten, tracking,

and threatneutralization capabilities, they could easily bring mueheeded security to
regional theaters in an atmosphere of rising geopolitical tensions. The hypothesis assumes
that in-country SHORAD and VSHORAD system development and égration in Poland

and other European nations are vital to the reinforcement of regional air defenses. The
effective implementation of these systems could form a principal component of defense
strategies in light of the conflict in Ukraine and the risingltallenge from modern military
technologies, enhancing resilience against a range of aerial threats and supporting regional

stability.

Main Part
1. GEOPOLITICAL SITUATION IN 2024

Since February 2022, Europe has experienced the most striking secuaritis since
the end of World War Il. Russia's fulscale invasion of Ukraine changed the geopolitical
landscape of the entire continent and had repercussions beyond regional boundaries. An
outcome of this conflict was not only instability in Eastern Eurap but also thorough
changes in international relations concerning cooperation between Ukraine and the West.

The beginning of the Russian invasion assaulted Ukraine with a brutal and destructive
military campaign for the overthrow of the Ukrainian geernment in order to institute a
pro-Russian regime. However, to everyone's surprise, the Russian forces came under
unexpectedly strong resistance from both the Ukrainian military and civilian population.

One key factor in this resistance is the immenselitary aid that has been given to Ukraine
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by Western countries, which enables Ukraine to mount an effective defense and even
conduct counteroffensives.

Currently, with regard to modern military technologies, drones are key tools both in
Ukraine's and Rusia's arsenals in conducting this conflict. Reconnaissance and combat
drones are used for conducting intelligence, precisiguided artillery, and attacks on
enemy targets. The prospect of the prompt and very effective deployment of drones has
significantly raised the tactical potential of both sides and increased the intensity of combat
actions at the front.

Facing this drone threat, Ukraine, along with its Western allies, has started investing
in enhanced air defense systems, SHORAD and VSHORAD. These designed for
detecting and destroying lowflying drones and other projectiles at close range and thus
offer an effective defense of key military and civilian installations against aerial attacks.
These systems increase Ukraine's chances of reducing Ides@sdrone attacks, enhancing
defensive capabilities, and improving the efficiency of offensive operations.

While the nature of the conflict has changed, Ukraine has increasingly carried out
offensive operations, taking the fighting into Russian territorylargeted strikes against the
Belgorod region and other areas along the border are conducted to undermine the military
infrastructure of Russia and put additional pressure on the armed forces. Such actions,
though very questionable, have been a strategamponent of Ukraine's response to Russian
aggression, aimed at forcing Moscow to reallocate its forces and resources.

The war in Ukraine has shaken the entire European continent, including its energy
situation and security. Huge disruptions in energy supply were caused by the sanctions
against Russia, by which European countries had to fasick initiatives aimed at
diversifying sources of energy and increasing investments in renewable energies. The

alliance has been building up its presence on the eastern flank, particularly in Poland and

SiWeapons ofewhet wddm Rwassi a and Ukr abriefev@apohswarpase: / / www. cf r .

betweenrussiaand-ukraine
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the Baltic states, in response to the rising threat from Russia to underline anaapipt
message of allied solidarity and readiness to protect member territories.
The future direction of this conflict will be very important not just for Ukraine's further
prospects but for the further balance of forces in Europe and the world at largecusigy
strategies must be revised, and efforts toward more active international cooperation face a
new challenge in light of shifting geopolitics'

The conflict has reshaped relations between Russia and the West, regardless of the
war's outcome, highlighing the need to build a new security order in Europe capable of

addressing future challenges and threats.

2. WAR IN UKRAINE AND ITS IMPACT ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF DEFENSE
TECHNOLOGIES
2.1. Drone Saturation in the Conflict: Strike an&econnaissance Drones

The war in Ukraine has dramatically influenced the development of defensive
technologies in conditions of saturation of the battlefield with drones. In this conflict, strike
drones and reconnaissance drones are critical, changing rilagure of military operations
and becoming an integral part of modern military strategy.

The saturation of drones in the Ukrainian conflict is unprecedented. Among these
strike drones, the Turkish Bayraktar TB2 used by Ukrainian forces has made a signtfica
contribution in the early months of the war by destroying Russian tanks, artillery, and
command posts. These unmanned aerial vehicles provided an opportunity for vagihed
strikes against the enemy, often beyond the reach of air defense.

Of equd importance are the reconnaissance drones that supply critical intelligence

information to enable prompt and effective responses against enemy movements. Equipped

‘AUkraine Pushes into Russi a, DNC Begi ns, Foreign Hacking T
https://www.cfr.org/podcasts/twnw/ukraine pushesrussia2024 dnc-beginsforeign-hacking-targetstrump-and-harris-
and-more, 2024y..
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with such drones, Ukraine will be able to make redime monitoring of the battlefield,
enhancing the effect of military operations and reducing losses.

The use of drones in Ukrainian military operations has transformed the nature of how
wars are fought. Consequently, this has also accelerated the development of defensive
technologies against i threats in other countries, especially air defense and counter
drone capabilities. This is evidenced by the advancement of SHORAD and VSHORAD
systems. The war in Ukraine underlines the notion that the ability to control the air with

drones and protectia against them will win future conflicts?®

2.2. Russian Reconnaissan&trike Complex: Effectiveness and Adaptation in the Context
of HVT (High Value Targets)

In modern conflict, including the conflict in Ukraine, the Russiarreconnaissance
strike complex is very important. Combining reconnaissance and striking capability into
one system eases the identification of HVTs and their neutralization, which are considered
crucial for the success in contemporary military operations.

It involves a set of reconnaissance drones, more sophisticated radar and satellite
systems that are part of this complex. This way, drones, for example, OGr&n monitor
actions on the battlefield and provide information about the enemy movements and
locations of important facilities. Such intelligence is highly valued in planning military
operations because it guarantees a high level of accuracy in resource allocation.

As far as strike components are concerned, it makes use of advanced missile and
artillery systems, integrated with intelligence data. Systems used to strike HVTs, like
command centers, ammunition depots, and installations of critical infrastructure, include

the Iskander and sefpropelled artillery. The integration of reconnaissance tawith strike

sARel acja z frontu! Jak wygltNdaszwsjna&edbrasn iwnn&uldkryadskii e?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crPsVCzOcKY
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systems assures that important objectives are precisely targeted and neutralized, enhancing
operational effectiveness manifold.

This proves that the Russian reconnaissarsteike complex is rather dynamic because it is
adaptable to changesniconditions in the battlefield. It was when new threats and
technologies specifically, Ukrainian strike drones and countdrone defense systems
created a need for modification among the Russians. The adaptation is reflected in the
development of new geneations of drones and radar systems aimed at enhancing detection
and precision strike capabilities.

Advanced data analysis and close coordination between different components of the system
significantly increase the effectiveness of the complex in targegiRlVTs. The identification

and elimination, with a high degree of accuracy, of highalue targets which are major
contributors in gaining strategic advantage weaken opponents' operational capabilties.

The Russian reconnaissanatrike complex exemplifes advanced integration of military
technology, increasing the efficiency of military operations through precise targeting and
elimination of key objectives. Its ability to adapt to dynamic conflict conditions and
evolving opponent technologies underscordése growing role of modern technologies in

contemporary military conflicts.

3. CHALLENGES IN AIR DEFENSE
3.1. Issues Related to Destroying Drones: Soft Kill vs. Hard Kill
The growing threat of drones brings new challenges to air defeng&ucial for
effective defense is the difference between the "soft kill" and "hard kill" methods for
neutralizing unmanned aerial vehicles. Both techniques have their advantages and
limitations, and the efficacy of these depends on the nature of the threaid operational

conditions.

6 Allik, Sten, et al. The Rise of Russia's Military Robots: Theory, Practice dnaplications. Tallinn: International Centre
for Defence and Security, 2021.

169



Soft kill techniques involve targeting threats without physically destroying them. This
includes disrupting drone communication and navigation, as well as misleading them.
Typical "soft kill" technologies include electronic waere tools against drones, capable of
jamming communication and navigation signals, which can confuse drones and lead to loss
of control. Among the various advantages of "soft kill" methods, they cost a lotdegsually,
jammers are cheaper than kinetic ose but they can be massively fielded and from a
distance, allowing defense against independent threats.

However, there are also limitations to "soft kill" methods. Signal jamming can
sometimes be circumvented by advanced drones equipped with redundant camication
systems or autonomous functions that enable them to continue missions despite
interference. Moreover, the effectiveness of jamming systems can be limited in areas of high
radio frequency interference.

On the other hand, "hard kill* methods physiglly destroy drones. The approach
employs a number of weapons systems: shmahge missiles, artaircraft artillery, and also
laser and energy systems, directly destroying unmanned aerial vehicles. One of the main
benefits of the "hard kill" methods is thir effectiveness against drones, particularly if the
latter have been weltargeted and shot down. In this case, "hard kill" systems provide real
time elimination of threats, which becomes especially important against sophisticated
drones that might be reistant to jamming.

Challenges arise for "hard kill" methods as well. All of them require very accurate
targeting, which can be a problem in the case of higdpeed changes in drone position or
when confronted by a swarm of attacking drones. Additiatly, "hard kill" systems are
relatively expensive to maintain and operate, and they can have undesirable side effects,
such as fragments from destroyed drones that may further endanger the environment.
Given the new challenges created by the use of fibeptic connected drones, there is an
urgent call for reviewing strategies on air defense. From intercepted drones, the Ukrainian

Armed Forces indicated that Russians have now started using first person view drones fitted
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with thin fiber -optic cables as longs 10 kilometers. This solution nearly makes a drone
immune to electronic warfare measures, since it uses no standard radio signals that might
be jammed. Moreover, fiber optics enable highuality image transmission that will greatly
improve reconnaissane or strike missions.

The introduction of such technology by the Russians creates a need for the integration
of both "soft kill" and "hard kill* methods in air defense. While radio signal jamming has
been effective against drones, modern solutions fibettiop, for example are immune to this

method and require more direct "hard kill" methods that ensure physical destruction.

Figure 4 Drone with fiber optic cables
https://x.com/UKikaski/status/1765744643180794267/photo/4

Moreover, technologies that will provide a balance of technological advantage over
the adversary must bealeveloped, including the possible introduction of corresponding
fiber-optic systems into drones operated by the Ukrainian Armed Forces.

Magyar experts have begun processing intercepted drone data which could later be a
basis for implementing the samsolutions by Ukrainian troops to increase the efficiency of
the operations conducted under wartime conditions. The nature of the development of new
technologies in defensive actions plays a leading role in modern battlefield conditions,

within the scope ofthe increasing role of electronic technologies.

7OSINT (Uri Kikaski) https://x.com/UKikaski/status/1765744643180794267/photo/4
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3.2. The Economics of Defense: Why Using Expensive Missiles Against Cheap Drones Is
CostlIneffective

Modern challenges in air defense, due to the rising number of inexpensive drones,
reveal signifcant issues related to the costfectiveness of the defensive systems. It becomes
quite impracticable to fire expensive missiles against cheap drones for several reasons.

First of all, the unit cost of missiles and artillery rounds used in air defense is
dramatically higher than the cost of the drone itself. Indeed, modern shaenge missiles
like the Patriot missile system or SM each cost hundreds of thousands of dollars, while
commercially available drones may cost just a few thousand dollars or eless. This large
difference in cost implies that every expensive missile fired to bring down a rather cheap
drone creates huge costs, which rise very fast exceeding the value of the destroyed threat.

Another aspect is efficiency and scalability. If hundredor thousands of drones are to
take part in a mass attack, the unit cost of defense will be of prime importance. If a foe fires
hundreds of inexpensive drones, then the defensive systems must rapidly and economically
defeat a high number of threats. Attepting to destroy each one with milliondollar missiles
is expensive and can quickly deplete resources, straining defense budgets to unsustainable
levels.

Moreover, it is the capability of quick and accurate targeting and elimination of several
threats thatreally restrains the effectiveness of the defense systems with costly ammunition.
It becomes difficult to guide and target expensive missiles in conditions of many attacking
drones simultaneously or weather conditions affecting the performance of the sys#

Against the backdrop of such challenges, a lot of military forces and research
organizations have already begun to develop cheaper and more efficient defense systems,

including laser systems and directed energy weapons. What this presentsugih still in

8 H. GonzalezJorge, EAldao, G. FontenlaCarrera, F.VeigaLopez, EBalvis,., & ERiosOtero, Counter Drone
Technology: A Review. 2024 ..
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development, is a prospect of negating that cost by providing a lowast ability to neutralize

hundreds or thousands of lowcost drones without firing costly missiles.

4. SHORAD AND VSHORAD SYSTEMS AMONG ALLIES
4.1. Overview of SHORAD and/SHORAD Systems Used by European Union Countries

SHORAD and VSHORAD systems are the most important elements in air defense,
ensuring protection within air space against a myriad of dangers. The European Union
nations field different advanced technologiesot protect their respective countries
effectively.

IRIS-T SLM is a German mediupnange system combining advanced radar technology
with missile capability. It provides defense against aircraft, helicopters, and cruise missiles.
Enhanced by modern fire contrbsystems, IRIST SLM provides effectiveness in various
conditions?

Mistral is a French developed man portable missile air defense system. It is mobile and
easy to use, which makes it an ideal solution to provide security against-fbyng aerial
threats like aircraft and helicopters. Its installation on vehicles also makes it highly mobfle.

Rapier is a UKdeveloped, mediurrange, radarguided air defense system against
low-flying threats. The power of this weapon system lies in its reliability and iefency. As
such, the Rapier Field Squadron is deployed in a number of configurations according to the
requirements of its customers.

Skyguard is a shortange Italiandeveloped air defense system that combines radar
with artillery systems. Its rde is mainly to counter lowflying threats. Therefore, it is

significantly spread as a component of air defense strategies of various European couftries.

Al «Ti sSI i mo htt ps: / / ar myproductsdagny/aitdefemgesystemsaidiraefensevehilesyrist-sim-

medium-range air-defensemissile-systemtechnical data?utm_content=cmiirue

OAMIi stral Air Defence Mi s s iny¢echBojpgytcaprojedisimastraimiesde/ ht t ps: / / www. a
UATactical guided missilesodo htt p-andmissiewystenbTadticalgudedi ca. com/ t ech
missiles#ref520970

2aStationary air defensed htt p sdeféncelaimdsfencesystenmststationadair-. c om/ en/ pr
defence
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Each of these systems offers varying capabilities and technology to help support the efforts

of the European Union toward security in the skies.

4.2. Development and Innovations in Air Defense Systems Among Allies

NATO allies are investing in advanced technologies that improve their air defense
capabilities and adaptability. In fact, a number afnovations introduced during recent
years have considerably enhanced the detection, identification, and engagement of air
threats.

In the domain of the mediumrange systems, systems such as the Patriot of the United
States have been developed, and ovand, it has undergone many upgrades in order to
make it relevant against modern missiles and aircraft. The PA®atriot is the latest variant
in this series, using guided warheads and radar systems to increase its capabilities against all
kinds of threats.*

MEADS, a modern system developed by Germany, Italy, and the USA, integrates radar
and missile systems to provide optimal protection against a wide range of threats.

Many NATO countries are developing new technologies for shadnge air defense
systems as well. Of course, for other allies, the Iron Dome in Israel has already demonstrated
an ideal example because it is able to offer perfect protection for incoming strarige
rockets or artillery 14

The CounterRocket, Artillery, and Mortar (C-RAM) system used by the United States
employs radar systems and automatic cannons to defend against incoming projectiles and
artillery. In Europe, the Skyguard system and its upgraded versions continue to play a vital

role in defending against lowflying aerial threatst>

13DUPONT, Daniel G. 231million shifted from NMD accounts: PENTAGON GRANTS ARMY 900 MILLION FOR

MORE PATRIOT PAG3 MISSILES/nside the Army; 2001

“YAWhat is Israel's I ron Dome missile system -middk-edstow does
20385306

15 Rapidly Deployable Mobile Counter Rockets Artillery and Mortar (RAM)
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2021/10/pd/20-factsheetc-ram.pdf
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Innovations also include advancements in radar and sensor technologies that improve
target detection and tracking capabilities. Modern phasedray radars, such as AEGIS on
American warships, provide precise tracking and fire controi challenging conditions. In
the field of artificial intelligence and data analytics, systems are being introduced that
automate decisiormaking processes, increasing the speed of response to threats.

Collaboration and technology exchange among NATO mearkcountries contribute

to the continuous development and enhancement of air defense systems.

5. DEVELOPMENT OF SHORAD AND VSHORAD SYSTEMS IN POLAND
51. Polanddés Strategy for Air Defense
Considering the growing threats to NATO's eastern borders and the watJkraine,
the strategy related to air defense is one of the deciding factors when it comes to ensuring
national security for Poland. Bearing in mind the situation described above, Poland has been
modernizing and developing its air defense systems in ayfaat could raise its potential to

protect the country's territory against possible airborne attacks.

|||||||||||||||||||||||
-----------------------
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Figure 5 Plans for Modernizing Polish Air Defense
https://x.com/AwDitrich/status/17803110718713491/4#hoto/1

An essential element in this plan is the Pilica system, as the shange air defense
system already in service with the Polish Armed Forces. Its adoption has greatly enhanced

the ability of country defense against lovaltitude aerial threats, including dones,
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helicopters, and cruise missiles. Supplementary Pilica system batteries will be deployed by
2030.

The whole modernization strategy in the sphere of air defense is based on the
construction of a multilayer air defense system with different levels girotection. The
"Wi sga" system, based on the Ameri caamgePat r i a
defense and is already being implemented with further phases planned for 2028. The
"Narew" system is planned to start in 2027 and will be vital for adiam-range defense,
ensuring more effective protection from cruise missiles, aircraft, and other aerial threats.

Poland is also pursuing dynamic development with respect to early warning systems,
on Bystra radars and Saab 340 AEW&C that enable urgent resps to threats. Moreover,
the "Miecznik" program involving the construction of modern frigates is one of the crucial
elements of the defense strategy and is expected to be completed in 2029.

This is the strategy toward modern, flexible, and effective ailefense capable of
responding to contemporary threats and protecting state territory against aerial attacks at
different levels. Timelines for the implementation of these projects are predetermined by
Poland's approach toward building modern armed forceapable of confronting current

challenges in a longerm perspective.

5.2. Examples of Polish SHORAD and VSHORAD Systems
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Figure 6 Division of Polish Air Defense Systems
https://x.com/AwDitrich/status/1780311076300526007/photo/1
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Polish air defense systems are divided into three essential layers: MRAD, SHORAD,
and VSHORAD, providing full protection ove different ranges. The MRAD or medium
range air defense systems with a range of ov
represent the highest level of defense. However, in this case, we will focus more on the
SHORAD and VSHORAD layers.

SHORAD coverganges from 10 to 50 km with systems such as Pilica+ and Narew.
The Pilica+ system is an integrated system fitted out with guns of 23 mm caliber combined
with Piorun and CAMM missile launchers, and it equips Bystra radar. Additionally, the
anti-drone systen is mounted on a mobile vehicle and has defense capabilities against
drones, helicopters, and other aerial threats. On the other hand, Narew is going to be a far
more advanced system based on British CAMM missiles, outranking its competitor in
intercepting targets at shorter ranges.

VSHORAD means Very ShotRange Air Defense and includes systems reaching up
to 10 km, among them SONA, Poprad, and Notel
missile launchers installed on Jelcz vehicles. Radar, artillerydanissiles are all put together
in SONA and Notel systems, maki ngflyingtaegets abl e

like drones or helicopters.

5.3. Integration of Multi-Layered Systems in the Polish Defense System (IBCS System)

This impliesthat multi-layered systems, with IBCS as the focus, will be integrated into
the modernization process of the Polish defense framework. In essence, the IBCS is a
configuration of elements built on Northrop Grumman's modern solution, with capabilities
that unify the variety of sensors and effectors, such as radars, missile systems, and command
posts, within a single, cohesive network. It provides the opportunity for Poland to reach
highly advanced, multilevel air and missile defense, which can contribute ta large

increase in operational capabilities related to the protection of airspace.
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Figure 7 IBCS commanand-control network for air and missile defense
https://breakingdefense.com/2019/05/ibg®orthrop-delivers new-missile-defensecommand postto-army/

IBCS is a control and commandystem which allows for fast and highly accurate
responses to airspace threats. The system's most significant capabilities include support for
various weapon systems, both those currently available to Poland and those to be acquired
later. This formstheor e of t he Wi sgdga air defense systen
Patriot missile systems. In general, IBCS handles multiple data sources to afford better target
tracking and more effective application of available firepower through the integration of
the data.

Owing to its open architecture, IBCS will be able to interface diverse sensors and
effectors, notwithstanding their manufacturer or country of origin. This is very much
aligned with the allied cooperation in NATO and promotes thiateroperability of different
weapon systems. Furthermore, its modularity and flexibility make it very highly adaptable
to new needs and threats. Thienplementation of IBCS in the Polish air defense system is
going to be part of the general strategy of mexhizing the Polish military. In short, Poland
is developing an advanced technological solution to effectively counter modern threats such
as ballistic and cruise missiles, as well as unmanned aerial vehicles. The system is not only
important for the deferse of the national territory but will also provide the foundations for

support in international operations by allie&

Bl BCS "sercem" Wisgy. Jaki koszt s-gescénenmly-jald-kosetsysernsy / / def ence
wywiad
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The IBCS integration in Poland is taking place in phases with technology transfer and
personnel training. The system will ensure that &se country’'s defense potential increases,
interoperability with NATO forces will improve, setting a new standard in battlefield
management. In the long term, IBCS will represent the cutting edge of modern defense

architecture, ensuring flexible and effdive counteraction to diverse threat$’

6. POLAND AS AN EXAMPLE OF INNOVATION IN AIR DEFENSE
6.1. Modern Solutions and Technologies in Polish SHORAD and VSHORAD Systems

Poland can be taken as a model of innovation in the area of air defense, specifically in
SHORAD shortrange air defense systems and VSHORAD very shamge air defense
systems as a country that hugely invests in modern defense technologies.

In recent years, much attention has been paid to the development and modernization
of air defense sysims in Poland, applying advanced technological solutions. Within
SHORAD systems, Poland employs modern, very effective radars that allow for the
detection and tracking of shoHrange targets. A system called "Narew" is implemented as
the core component ofPolish shortrange air defense. It uses modern radars and missiles
that enable the effective conduct of air threat engagement at close ranges.

Polish VSHORAD systems include solutions like Poprad, which is based on a mobile
platform, equipped with advancedadar systems, and missiles. This system is designed to
protect military units and strategically important objects at very close ranges, thus becoming
an indispensable part of air defense.

Poland is also designing new technologies for the integration of air defense systems
with unmanned aerial vehicles and other elements of the national defense system. High
resolution radar technologies, such as AESA radars, allow tracking with classificatd

such difficult operational conditions. Implementing the most advanced technological

YANorthrop Grumman in Polando ht twesre/jldbapresencemarthrépr o pgr u mman .
grumman-poland
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solutions allows for efforts within research and development to materialize, as well as for
cooperation with foreign partners. In general, this serves to increase tHefensive

capabilities of Poland, offering higher protection against various modern air threats.

6.2. International Cooperation and Partnerships in Defense Technology Development

One of the most important factors in Poland's strategy to modernize its defe sector
has been international cooperation and partnerships in developing defense technology.
Within the Polish Armaments Group, Poland has been participating in numerous initiatives
and projects Aimed at developing and applying stabéthe-art technologies. Cooperation
with foreign partners in the framework of NATO and the European Union makes it possible
to take advantage of statef-the-art solutions and participate in joint research and
development work. An example is cooperation in the Eurosam SANPproject, the
European short and very-short-range air defense system in which Poland acts as a partner,
consequently gaining access to stabéthe-art technologies and radar systerts.

Cooperation with international defense companies is yet ahet important element
in PGZ's strategy. In cooperation with Raytheon and MEADS International, PGZ
participates in the Wi sga program for delive
with Lockheed Martin as part of the Homar program involves adaptj and implementing,
which increases Poland's offensive and defensive capabilities with modern missile systems.
In the Kruk program, PGZ cooperates with Bell Helicopter to provide modern attack
helicopters. Besides, agreements with Boeing cover the Krukgmam and potential projects
related to CH47 Chinook, \+22 Osprey, airborne reconnaissance and intelligence systems,
as well as satellite and space technologies. Cooperation with Israel Aerospace Industries is
involving the supply of tactical unmanned aéal vehicles, electronic warfare, and aito-air
refueling. There are also agreements that PGZ has signed with MBDA regarding missile

systems, air defense, and missile defense, and with Rheinmetall that will supply a prototype

BKontrakt na sy sitps/mbiad dlMdhirakt-naNs@temsampt-ng/
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of a new amphibious armoredransporter. Agreements with Kongsberg relate to maritime
and space systems and surveillance and reconnaissance. Cooperation with Saab and DCNS

concerns the Orka program and surface vesséls.

Conclusion

In this respect, the development cBHORAD and VSHORAD systems in the coming
years will be based on a number of key areas to better respond to the increasingly
challenging demands placed on air defense. Another major trend will be the integration of
advanced modern technologies, such as tugtedge radar and sensor systems and artificial
intelligence, to enable faster and more precise identification and tracking of threats.
Artificial intelligence technologies will also have to be introduced in order to automate real
time decisionmaking pracedures, greatly improving the overall effectiveness of air defense
systems. Further development and modernization of sensors will be important for raising
the level of detection and recognition of targets. Modern radars especially those with AESA
(Active Electronically Scanned Array) antennas will come up with better resolution and a
wider range, helping to defend in conditions of heavy atmospheric and electromagnetic
interference. Mobility and flexibility of SHORAD/VSHORAD systems will be given more
importance to adapt more readily towards altered operational conditions for supporting the
military units and important installations in a more effective way. Mobility will help to
basically enhance the field deployment of air defense systems, and the role of
countermeasure technology will be essential. In conditions of growing unmanned aerial
vehicles and shorrange missile threats, the technologies of electronic warfare, signal
jamming, and modern directed energpased systems, such as lasers, play an inaighs

crucial role in neutralizing.

WANsp- gpraca PGZ z zagr ani c htips//pbiam.pl/artykugwspolpradapgez e ni o wy mi 0
zagranicznymifirmami-zbrojeniowymi/
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VSHORAD and SHORAD systems the integration of these different tiers of defense
would build a deep defense network that could prove effective against a variety of threats.
This would ensure a multilayered shield for theneutralization of different altitudes and
distances in an evolving security environment. Such systems ensure that in case any one
layer of defense fails, others are able to take responsibility for protection. An effective multi
layered air defense improveie capability to rapidly respond to emerging threats and offers
enhanced protection for critical infrastructure, military forces, and civilian populations.
This depth of defense is particularly important given the diverse nature of modern threats,
which range from drones and missiles to more advanced aircraft and electronic warfare
tactics. Strengthening multilayered air defense not only safeguards individual nations but
also contributes to regional stability by reinforcing collective defense initiativescross
Europe. This collective approach is increasingly important in light of global and regional
security challenges, including unpredictable geopolitical shifts, the rise of hybrid warfare,
and the proliferation of advanced military technologies. By Hding a cohesive and resilient
multi -layered air defense system, European countries can better deter potential aggressors
and respond more effectively to any aerial threats, thereby enhancing both national and

regional security.
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Abstract

The article examines the entire effect of sanctions that were placedRussian energy sector and reveals
the consequences of those sanctions on the Russian energy sector economy, future plans for energy sector
expansi on, and overall state of Russian Federation b
Russia becae of energy dominance and manipulative capabilities that came with that dominance before the
outbreak of conflict in Ukraine and downward spiral in that matter after introduction of sanctions since
Russian aggression on Ukraine. Before the 2022 invastbe, EU heavily relied on Russian energy imports,
with Russia supplying approximately 40% of the EU®&s n
This dependency created vulnerabilities, particularly in the face of geopolitical tensions. Tiheasion
prompted the EU to reassess its energy strategy, leading to the implementation of stringent sanctions on
Russian carbohydrates. These sanctions included bans on coal imports, phased reductions in oil imports, and
efforts to reduce natural gas depdency through diversification of supply sources and increased investments

in renewable energy. The sanctions had a dual i mpact:
independence and significantl y s tonia carbehgdrates expaortsiton 8s en e
EU member states |l ed to a substanti al decrease i n Rus
its national budget. Consequently, Russia faced economic challenges, including budget deficits and reduced

funding f or public services and military expenditures. Tt

strategic shift in energy policy, the effectiveness of sanctions in curbing Russian energy influence, and the
broader economic implications for Russia. Itighlights the critical need for the EU to balance immediate
energy security concerns with longerm sustainability goals, while also considering the geopolitical
ramifications of its energy policies. The findings underscore the importance of a resiliend aliversified
energy infrastructure in mitigating the risks associated with geopolitical conflicts.

Key Words:Eu6s Energy Independence, Sanctionds on Russi a,
Stream 2, Power Of Siberi&gusseUkrainian conflict, Russian Economy
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Introduction

The year 2022 brought forth severe changes in the geopolitical world because of
Russiabs sudden aggression against the sover
the world, especially in Europe, have seriously impacted several key aspects of global
society, including the energy sector. Economic and personal sanctions imposed on the
Russian Federation were a quick first reaction of the Western democratic world, many of
which targeted the most significant contributor to the Russian budget, specifigalthe
country's export of energy resources.

This article aims to show that the sanctions introduced by the European Union (EU)
are effective and work in two areas, namely, they move the EU closer to achieving their

energy independence from the Russiandreration, particularly hydrocarbons, but also they

have had a serious iIimpact on the overall sta
most I mportantly, on the countryds state bud

The hypothesis wildl be mnempdemeadenbeyon Rugsmamp ar i n ¢
supplies and Russi ads r ev e-scalewalthabbmgart dni2Z t r a (

February 2022, and approximately two years later, based on available data. The structure of

the article methodologically mirrors the main egument. The article consists of five parts.

The introduction provides the background, goal, and hypothesis of the article. The second
section is dedicated to the overall conditio
Russiabds ASpreernatli aviid iitrar®022 agai nst Ukr ain
infrastructure of oil and gas pipelines across Europe, market shares of Russian hydrocarbons,

and how Russian energy dominance was often used as a means of political pressure, both
offensively and defensively, against some European countries. The third section covers the
topic of sanctions that affected the Kremlin
the Russian conflict since 2022, exact data on the sanctions imposed by the EU on the
Russian Federation, and exemptions from these sanctions. The fourth section of the article

di scusses an essenti al part of the sanctioni
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functioning of the Russian energy sector and the state budget. Thenfamc us i s on t h
data concerning the effect of sanctions, the Asian market as a way out for Russian losses
caused by sanctions, ways of sanction avoida
a view into the current state of the Russian state budget

For the analysis carried out in the second section, | used sources such as scientific
articles covering the EUG6s energy sector bef
by specialized websites of wektstablished institutions. To gather infor@tion for the third
section, | relied on scientific and academic articles describing and discussing the launch of
unprovoked aggression on Ukraine and the EU¢
Kremlin. Furthermore, to complete the fourth section, lsed data provided yet again by
websites supervised by the EU, scientific articles regarding the increasing value of the Asian
market for the Russian Federation and their current financial state, as well as certain verified
websites that provided me withm f or mat i on about Russiabds ways
article is closed with the conclusion section, where | bring together the analyzed data and
formulate conclusions.

Main Part
1. EU Energy Sector before the Russian Invasion of Ukraine in 2022

1.1 Infrastructure of Russian Oil and Natural Gas Pipelines

Russiabds oil and gas pipeline network incl
infrastructure features five primary pipelines. The Druzhba pipeline is designed to transport
and delver oil directly to European refineries. The Baltic Pipeline System (BR%&nd BPS
2) facilitates exports via Russian ports, primarily on the Baltic coast. The Novorossiysk
pipeline handles exports through the Black Sea port of Novorossiysk, while the @SP
pipeline caters to sales in Asian markets. These five main pipelines essentially cover the
entirety of Russiabds crude oil exports, with
tons. Additionally, Russia can export more crude oil through transitutes to markets via

Ukraine, Kazakhstan, and the Baltic states. The Druzhba pipeline, which passes through
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Belarus and Ukraine, is a weli't i | i zed transi't rout e. Ukr ai
managed by Ukrtransnafta (a subsidiary of Naftogaz), is sigaifit for Russia, with an export
capacity of 56 million tons.

In 2014, the actual volume of oil transiting Ukraine was just 15 million tonnes,
transported via the Southern branch of the Druzhba pipeliné significant portion of the
unused capacity was due to alternative routes bypassing the Druzhba pipeline through
Ukraine.tEst i mates indicate that Russiads oi l e X
transport 323 million tonnes of crude oil to markets in 201&ipeline export capacity,
excluding routes circumventing Transneft, was approximately 300.5 mt, which was more
than sufficient to manage 194.5 mt of Russian and Caspian oil exports in 2014. The
utilization rate of Russia's pipeline network designated for oil exports was equivalent

65%!

Picture 1 Oil Pipeline Routes in Europé Source: United States Debartméﬁf of Ené@y/P/pe//hes" in Europe and North West
Asig http://www.eia.doe.gv/emeu/cabs/Caspian/images/bosporus%20bypass%20majaqeiss: 24.08.2024]

Regarding natural gas pipelineblord Streamand Nord Stream 2wvere the two main
pipelines for Europe before their destruction caused by unidentified explosioDs
September 26, 2022, the Nord Stream 1 (NS1) and Nord Stream 2 (NS2) gas pipelines
exploded due to a possible sabotage attack.

Turk Streamis natural gas transport infrastructure that is very important for Turkish

and Russian relations and the Black Sea area, particularly for Russia and Gazprom, as

1 A. Vatansever, 2017/s Russia building too many pipelines? Explaining Russia's oil and gas export strategy,
2 United States Department of EnergyQi/ Pipelines in Europe and North West

Asig http://www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/cabs/Caspian/images/bosporus%20bypass%20mdaqess: 24.08.2024].
3 W. Lorenz, S Consequenbel af the okl Stkeam 1 and 2 Gas Pipeline Explosions.
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Gazprombs goal i's to secure the entituee val ue
Another pipeline i the Power of Siberigd i s a cruci al project for [
Due to the EUO6s sanctions, the Asian directi
and India, has grown immensely. However, it should be added that theployment of the

Power of Siberia project has encountered several serious difficulties.

Selected gas pipelines used to transport Russian gas to Europe
@ e >

Picture 2 Showcase of gas pipelines flowing into Eurof8ource:
M. Zaniewicz, New Gas Pjpeline Geopolitics in Central and
Eastern Européhttps://warsawinstitute.org/newgaspipeline-
geopoliticsin-central-and-easterneuropef [access: 24.08.2024]

The Russian coal sector is predominantly situated in Western Siberia, contributing to

80% of the nationbés <coal out put . Kemerovo O
(2022) of Russiabds coal, primarily ewntag act s
AKuzbass. o Around 150 compani es i n t his a

Nationwide, roughly 150,000 people are employed in 58 underground mines and 133 open

pit mines. Coal revenue, exceeding US®D 17.7
earnings in 2021, ma Wargest) exportt cormnmodity and thenfifthk y 6 st
largest revenue source. The increased reliance on coal exports has heightened the Russian
economy6s susceptibility to fl uctouexample,ns i n
Russian coal export volumes slightly decreased between 2018 and 2020 due to a decline in

European coal prices, affecting coal producers and the Russian railway sector. Russia

4 E. Schislyaeva, |. Evgrafova, N. Butakova, Y. Mishalchenko, 2002 EU- Russia Turkey energy triangle: legal and
economiccondlitions of gas transportation via the TurkStream pipeline.

5 A.E Kontorovich, L.V. Eder, 1.V Filimonova., S.M Nikitenko, 2018Cey Problems in the Development of the Power of
Siberia Project.

6 M. Zaniewicz, New Gas Pipeline Geopolitics in Central aréastern Europenttps://warsawinstitute.org/newgas
pipeline-geopoliticsin-central-and-easterreurope/[access: 24.08.2024].
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primarily transports coal via railroads. partially through coal porfsThe map depicts

regional coal production output and means of coal transportation throughout the Russian
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Picture 3:Map showcase of the Russian coal industry, including transportation and coal produc@purce:. Overland , J. Loginos,
2023, The Russian coal industry in an uncertain world: Finally pivoting to A§a

The year 2009 was pivotal in the context of Russia's future natural gas exports to
Europe. During that time, Russia compelled Ukraine to accemtisadvantageous agreement
regarding gas supply and transit, as well as a "flémt-gas"agreement that allowed Russia
to keep a military presence in Crimea initially involved negotiators considering setting the
gas price at $20%35 per 1,000 cubic meterslowever, Russia dismissed this and increased
the price to an astonishing $450 per 1,000 cubic meters, almost twice the original amount.
Consequently, Moscow halted all natural gas supplies to Ukraine and, in turn, to Eurdpe.

The result of the 209 natural gas conflict highlighted notable drawbacks of the
European pipeline transport network!! The situation has significantly affected several
Central and Eastern European nations, with some experiencing substantial drops in gas
pressure within ther pipelines, particularly impacting Slovakia. The Slovak government
had to declare a state of emergency due to the gas shortage threatening its domestic industry.

Ukraine was obligated to commit to 33 billion cubic meters of natural gas, regardless of

7 1. Overland , J. Lotnova, 2023,The Russian coal industry in an uncertain world: Finally pivoting to Asia?

8 |bid.

9 Ibid.

10 S. Pirani, J. Stern, K. Yafimava, 200Bhe RusseUkrainian gas dispute of January 2009: A comprehensive assessment.

11 N. RodriguezGomez, N. Zaccarelli, R. Boladd-avin., 2016,European ability to cope with a gas crisis. Comparison
between 2009 and 2014.
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whether it was received, with no option to reexport any surplus. Ultimately, Ukraine paid
one of the highest prices in Europe for Russian gas because of its geographic position as the
first recipient of the Russian gas route to Europe. Russian gas pricetJkoaine did not
decrease until the preRussian Viktor Yanukovych was elected president of Ukraine in
2010. As pa-fot-gaodo tehger @idmeerett, Ukr aine all owed
to remain in Crimea until 2042 in exchange for a 30 percentcligint on Russian gas imports,
capped at $100. This arrangement ultimately contributed to the events leading up to the
annexation of Crimea in 2014 due to the agreed presence of Russian forces in the Crimea
region?

Nord Streamplayed one of themost important roles in the Russian export of Natural
Gas to Europe because natural gas from that pipeline flowed into Germany, whiels the
| argest i mporter of Russian natur al g &8s , ma k
The construction of sucha pipeline was not easy, but Russia employed every conceivable
diplomatic strategy to accomplish itGerhard Schroeder, the former German chancellor,
played a pivotal role in the European Union to finalize the pipeline agreement between
Russia and GermanyAfter leaving office, he assumed the role of chairman of the Nord
Stream AG supervisory board. However, he was
the Russians. Paavo Lipponen, the former Finnish prime minister who was active during
the Nord Strean construction, was also compromised. Notably, the newly established
pipeline facilitated the entry of Russian products into the Danish market, benefiting
companies | i ke Carl sberg and LEGO. This devel
Prime Minister Lars Lgkke Rasmussen. Consequently, Russia faced no obstacles in obtaining
permits for the new Baltic Sea pipeline construction. The first segment of the pipeline
became operational in 2011, with the second receiving approval in 2012. Together, both

segnents were designed to achieve a capacity of transporting 55 billion cubic meters of

125, Pirani, J. Stern, K. Yafimava, 2010he April 2010 RussdUkrainian gas agreement and its implications for Eurep
13 J. Sharples, 202Zalling Like Dominoes. The Impact of Nord Stream on Russian Gas flows in Europe.
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natural gas, although this full capacity has never been utilizédn 2011, a plan appeared to

expand the Nord Stream Pipeline under the codename Nord Stream 2; the pigelvas
estimated to be able to transport 110 billion cubic meters of gas, which is twice as much as

the NS 1. In 2015, the project faced criticism because of concerns about its true economic
purpose; for comparison, Pol ametdrd Hisithponemtn d i s
to menti on t hraohopdiydddy WAKKsin 20161 statedhe Nord Stream 2

project would eliminate competition and terminate the proposed joint venture responsible

for constructing and operating the gas pipeline. To ppshe further progress on Nord

Stream 2, Poland and Denmark agreed to establish an exclusive economic zone, compelling
Nord Stream 2 AG to devise an alternative route for the pipeline. Currently, the Nord
Stream 2 pipeline is noroperational following an atack involving pyrotechnics aimed at
destroying underwater infrastructure. On September 26, 2022, the Danish national seismic
network detected two potential explosions, resulting in a gas leak from both the Nord
Stream 1 and 2 pipelines, leading to theihstdown.* In September 2021, the construction

of the project was finalized. By November 2021, the German Federal Network Agency
halted the pipelineds certification unti/|l N o
counterpart to adhere to German regations. On February 22, 2022, Germany ceased the
certification process in reaction to Russia
preceding the invasion that commenced two days later. On September 26, 2022, gas leaks
were identified on Nord Streani and Nord Stream 2 due to the aforementioned explosions.

The company owning Nord Stream 2 is nearing insolvency due to sanctions imposed on the

project and Gazprom by the USK.

1.2 Russian Natural Gas, Coal, and Oil and the European Union Energy Market

14 J. Sharples, 202Zalling Like Dominoes. The Impact of Nord Stream on Russian Gas flows in Europe.

15B. Szt ur oms ki , ExRlosionEifects ifBSekVicinity @ Oh2 Rlord Stream 2 Pipeline on the Environment
I' Theoretical Analysis.

16 S. Wood, 2023Germany and Nord Stream 2. Evolution and end of an incongruous policy.
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When discussing Russiabs energy game, Wwe &
and the biggest recipients of oil, natural gas, andcoal from Russia. The total volume of crude
oil exported to Europe reached 113 million metric tons in 2021, which constituted around
2530% of the EUOGs tot al crude oil i mport tha
were Germany (24 million metric tons), the Netherlands (22 million metric tonspoland
(18 million metric tons ), and Italy (13 million metric tons). Oil was sold at a price ranging
from $67 to $68 per barrel for Urals crude, with the Brent benchmark averaging $70 per
barrel. The total export volume of natural gas to the European Uniceached around 168
billion cubic meters in 2021, representing a
importers included Germany (55 billion cubic meters), Italy (29 billion cubic meters), the
Netherlands (11 billion cubic meters), and France {@llion cubic meters), with prices
ranging around $250 to $300 per tcm under lostgrm contracts; $200 to $1,000 per tcm on
the spot market. The coal market volume was approximately 223 million tons, making
Russia the thirdlargest exporter of that commody in the world that year. Key markets
were the AsiaPacific Region and Europe, with key importers being China (53 million tons),
Germany (21.7 million tons), the Netherlands (15.5 million tons), Turkey (13.2 million
tons), and Poland (8.3 million tons). &enues from Russian coal exports in 2021 are
estimated to be 17.6 billion dollars, which represents about 1 percent of their GDP that year,

with an average price of coal ranging from $79 to $100 per tG#:1°

1.3 Russian Energy Resources Supply ademns of Political Pressure
It is safe to say that the countries mentioned above were dependent on Russia,
especially when it came to natural gas imports. The situation in 2009, when Russians, as a

form of putting pressure on Europe, cut off the natal gas supply, shaking Easte@entrat

71EA, 2022,Russian supplies to global energy markets.
18V. Yermakov,2024 Foll ow the Money: Understanding Russiadbés oil and
19 Statista,Russian natural gas industiy statistics & factsRussian natural gaindustry- statistics & facts | Statista

[access: 24.08.2024].
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European countries. Slovakia, which was impacted the most, had to announce a state of
emergency because of a lack of natural gas.

Russia was obviously using its energy dominance to put pressure on Europe and force
out reactions and decisions that were more favorable to it. We do not have to look far for
an example in that matter. In 2022, during the ongoing invasion of Ukraine, the Russian
Federation, through Gazprom, cut off its natural gas supply to Europe as & teaput
pressure on the European Union to demand the revocation of sanctions and aid plans for
Ukr ai ne. To the Kremlindbs disappointment,

troubles that will be discussed later in the article.
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This is one of the mainreasons why European Union countries are trying to distance
themselves from Russia, as it does not play fair. The Russian energy strategy gives it
offensive capabilities, such as pressuring Ukraine to accept the Black Sea Fleet in its
territorial waters around Crimea in exchange for lower gas prices, which contributed to the
events of 2014. At the same time, they could use the same type of game to defend their own
business if a country dependent on their energy was willing to go against them. Russia used
its upper hand countless times, threatening other countries with a -@ft if they did not

foll ow Russiabds political game.

2M. H. Caxki n, Bderstdridisgate New,RusgidnEnergy Policy after the Crimean Crisis: A Case Study on
Turkstream, Power of Siberia, and Nord Stream 2 Natural Gas Projects.
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It is crucial for all CentratEastern European nations and the Balkans to address
Russian actions to prevent the Nord Stream 2 and Tukeam pipelines from becoming
fully functional before the region formulates a plan to mitigate the impact of halting transit
services through Poland and Ukraine and to achieve independence from Russian energy

sources.

2. EU Sanctions on Russian Hydrocarbsafter the 2022 Invasion of Ukraine

21 ASpecial Military Operationo

On February 24, 2022, Russia started a fatlale invasion of Ukraine, which since then
has been called by Russian authorities the special military operation and notraasion?
The initial invasion began with a rapid assault from the Russian Federation but was quickly
slowed down by Russian troubles with logistics, which Ukrainian Forces took advantage of
and successfully prevented the fall of Kyiv. After the failur® capture Kyiv, the Russian
Federation shifted its attention towards eastern regions such as Donbas, which suffered one
of the heaviest and most prolonged fights in this ongoing conflict. Ukrainian forces between
the late summer of 2022 and early wintef@023 launched counteloffensive efforts, which
have proved harder than initially thought but achieved significant victories like the
liberation of Kherson. After the counteroffensive, conflict settled into into a stalemate
between the Russian Federatiaand Ukraine. The stalemate has been holding up since 2023,
with minor victories and failures on both sides, and there seems to be no major factor that

will decide between the winner and loser at this tim&

2.2 The Sanctions Imposed on the Russian Fediem
Before discussing the sanctions imposed by the EU on the Russian energy sector, it is

worthwhile to identify what is meant in this article when the term is used. Sanctions are

21 A. Urman, M. Makhorthyk, 2022, My war is your special operation: Engagement with prand anttregime framing of
the war in Ukraine on Russian social media.
25, Sestanovich, 202¢4vhat Happened to o6Stalemated i n Ukraine?
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defined here and understood as forms of measures implemented bguamiry or group of
countries aimed against a certain country, group of countries, or even individuals. They are
intended to enforce compliance and punish violations of international law or to achieve
political objectives. Sanctions can take different fornasd are typically intended to exert
economic, political, or diplomatic pressure. This article will focus on economic sanctions
imposed on the Russian Federation.

Various sanctions have been forced on the Russian Federation since the beginning of
the war. The ones that will be discussed in the article are the sanctions against the energy
sector, particularly natural gas, oil, and coal. The sanctions came in successive packages. The
ones through which the EU targeted the energy sector of the Russian Fedemnatire
described below.

On February 25, 2022, the EU issued the second package of sanctions against the
Russian Federationb6bs energy sector, whi ch
transfer or export to Russia of specific goods and technologies oi | 2®r ef i ni ng.

On April 8, 2022, the fifth package of sanctions was introduced, which banned the
import of all forms of Russian coat.

The sixth package was issued on June 3, 2022. It introduced crude and refined oll
embargoes as well as th@ohibition of insurance and supporting the transport of oil using
maritime paths towards countries outside of E¥.

On October 5, 2022, the EU deployed the eighth package of sanctions, which resulted
in implementing the G7 Oil Price Caf®

BCouncilof EU ~ Ru s s i aaggession dgainstd/krgine: EU imposes sanctions against President Putin and Foreign
Minister Lavrov and adopts wide ranging individual and economic sanctions,
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/preseleases/2022/02/25/russgmilitary -aggressioragainstukraine-
eu-imposessanctionsagainstpresident putin-and-foreign-minister-lavrov-and-adoptswide-ranging-individual -
and-economicsanctions/[access: 208.2024].

24 Council of EU, Council Regulation (EUR022/576https:/[eur-lex.europa.eu/legal
content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32022R057&access: 24.08.2024].

25 Council of EU, Official Journal https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legatontent/EN/TXT/?uri=0J:L:2022:153:TOfaccess:
24.08.2024].

26 Council of EU, Official Journal,https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legatontent/EN/TXT/?uri=0J:L:2022:2591: TOC
[access:24.08.2024].
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On June23, 2023, yet another sanctions were implemented as the eleventh package,
which included the cessation of Russian oil imports via pipeline for Germany and Poland,
the introduction of precise and specific exemptions to current export bans to allow the
upkeep of the CPC (Caspian Pipeline Consortium) pipeline that carries Kazakh oil to the EU
through Russia, and the prolongation of the exemption to the oil price cap for Sakhalin oil
for Japan (until March 31, 20247.

The twelfth package entered into force oBecember 18, 2023. It tightened the earlier
oi | price cap and banned the import of LPG,
billion, with existing agreements being honored for up to 12 montis.

The most recent, relevant to the energy sector, timeost recent package of sanctions
was issued by the EU on June 24, 2024. This fourteenth package introducednaon
supplying goods, technology, or services to LNG projects being built in Russia, a ban on the
transshipment of Russian LNG through EU harbgra ban on the import of Russian LNG
into specific terminals not linked to the EU gas pipeline network, and the listing of vessels

aiding Russian military effort$?®

2.3 Exemptions from Sanctions as a Way to Secure the EU Energy Market

It is worth mentioning the existence of s
side that are supposed to secure Europeods
example, a lanonth-long transition period was approved on December 18, 2023,
concerning the LPG import ban, which is supposed to save the European energy market

from sudden loss and disturbance of the biggest LPG provider before a permanent import

27 Council of EU, EU adopts 11th package of sanctions against Russia for it§raeet! illegal war against Ukraine,
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_34&€cess: 24.08.2024].

28 Council of EU, EU adopts 12th package of sarmiis against Russia for its continued illegal war against Ukraine,
hitps.//eceuropa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23 65a6cess: 24.08.2024].

29 Council of EU COUNCIL REGULATION (EU) 2024/1745tps://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal
content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32024R174&ccess: 24.08.2024].
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ban of the mentioned LPG from RussfAnother example comes from sanctions that came
into play on June 3, 2022 For seaborne crude oil, spot market transactions and execution
of existing contracts will be available for six months after approval of the mentioned
sanctions, while for petroleum products, these will be permitted for eight months exft
acceptance of sanctions. European Union members with a specific reliance on pipeline
deliveries from the Russian Federation can benefit from a provisional exemption, allowing
the continued receipt of crude oil via pipeline until the European Council deles otherwise.
However, Member States availing of this exemption are prohibited from reselling such
crude oil and petroleum products to other Member States or EU countries. Due to certain
unique geographical conditions, a significant temporary exceptiorash been granted to
Bulgaria until the end of 2024, permitting the continued import of crude oil and petroleum
products via maritime transport. Additionally, Croatia has been permitted, until the end of
2023, to import Russian vacuum gas oil essential floe bperation of its oil refinery. There
have been measures implemented that include oil transportation services, which, after a
wind-down period of sixmonths3? EU Oil Transportation services will be barred from
underwriting and funding the shipment, primarily via sea routes, of oil to nations outside
the EU. This action wil!/l significantly hi
petroleum products globally, as EU transportation services are crucial providers for Russia.
Additionally, there wasan exemption to the G7 oil price cap for Sakhalin oil for Japan until

a specified period until March31, 2024. Russia is not a bystander in terms of sanctions
because they are trying to force some pressure on the EU from their side as well. For
example, treir very good ally, Hungary, gives a relatively large amount of Schengen visas to

Russian and Belarussian citizens, which is a protest against EU sanctions. As a member of

30 Council of EU, EU adopts 12th package of sanctions against Russia for its continued illegal war against Ukraine,
htips.//eceuropa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_69a6cess: 24.08.2024]

81 Council of EU, Official Journal https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legatontent/EN/TXT/?uri=0J:L:2022:153:TOfaccess:
24.08.2024].

82 Council of EU, Official Journal https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legatontent/EN/TXT/?uri=0J:L:2022:153:TOfaccess:
24.08.2024].

197

nd


https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_6566
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_6566
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L:2022:153:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L:2022:153:TOC

the EU, Hungary is causing disturbances and raising tensions, as every @&blemember is

trying to have a more significant impact on Russia. It is important to mention another aspect

of the RussianHungarian alliance, which is an expansion of their already existing Nuclear

Power Plant Paks, by signing a deal with Russian Rosatamder the codename of PakH.

In 2014, Hungary signed an agreement with Russia to finance and build new reactors, with
Russia providing a | oan of wup to 010 billion
total estimated cost. EU has been very negatitowards this project. There are serious

concerns about the transparency of the deal with Russia and the potential conflict of interest

with EU competition and energy mar ket regul e
regarding that projectisveryeanf | i cti ng with the EUOG6s plan of
energy sector. The project is not yet underway, and the planned start of modernization is

set back for 2030 since the delay is caused by rapidly rising geopolitical tensions towards
Russia.lti s safe to say that Russia somewhat pr e
business to cause as much pressure on the EU as possible. Since Hungary is trying to secure

its own energy independence, it is a fair deal for them.

3. The Impactofthe EUSartci ons on t he Russian Energy Sect
3.1 The Current Share of Russian Energy Imports in the EU Energy Sector

It is safe to say that the EU imposed sanctions on the Russian energy sector, which
significantly impacted the tinctioning and overall budget of the Russian Federatiéh As
the European Union states on its own web site, 2022 was a bad year for the Russian economy
since its GDP dropped by 2.1 percent, and for 2023, it forecasted a drop of another 2.5

percent3*

33 Council of EU, /mpact of sanctions on the Russian economy,
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/impaesanctionsrussiareconomy/[access: 24.08.2024].
34 Council of EU,/mpact of sanctions on the Russian economy,
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/impaesanctionsrussiareconomy/[access: 24.08.2024].
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Picture 5 Graph Showcasing Russian ImpdrtExport rates from 2018 till 2023Source Council of EU,/mpact of sanctions on the
Russian economyhttps:/lwww.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/impaesanctionsrussianeconomy?s [access: 24.08.2024].

According to data collected by the EU, sanctions took a serious toll on Russian exports.
The graphs in pictures 5 and 6 show that it dropped significantlypand a 15 percent loss
compared to 2018. The EU also reported a severe drop in fossil fuel revenues for Russia.
According to data they achieved, revenues in January 2023 dropped by over 25 percent, but

in February 2023, they fell by an astonishing 41,7 ngent.

-26.9% —A1.7%

Picture 6 Sanctions effect on revenues, Source: Council of Btdpact of sanctions on the Russian economy,
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/impaesanctionsrussiareconomy?® [access: 24.08.20Z4]

The EU also stated that a staggering 0300

have been immobilized in the EU, other G7 nations, and Australia (with twthirds of these

35 Council of EU,/mpact of sanctions on the Russian ecang,
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/impaesanctionsrussiareconomy/[access: 24.08.2024].
36 Council of EU, /mpact of sanctions on the Risgan economy,
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/impaesanctionsrussiareconomy/[access: 24.08.2024].
87 Council of EU, Impact of sanctionn the Russian economy,
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/impaesanctionsrussiareconomy/[access: 24.08.2024].
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funds frozen in the EU). Additionally, 70% of the assets within the Russian bamkisector
are subject to sanctions. Approxi mately 020

sanctioned individuals and entities have been seized.

3.2 The Growing Significance of Asian Markets for the Russian Energy Sector

It is a fact that Russia lost its primary energgelling market, which was Europe, due
to the extensive sanctioning process. They decided to shift their attention towards more
promising Asian markets, especially China and India. China is a promising rdateRussian
exports, especially natural ga&azprom has not disclosed specific data regarding its natural
gas exports to China through the Power of Siberia pipeline. However, Reuters, referencing
internal Russian government documents, indicates that thgerage annual price of piped
gas supplied to China was $297.30 per thousand cubic meters (tcm) in 2023 and is projected
to be $271.60 in 2024. Although the prices for 2023 were not officially published, the
reported supply volume was 22.7 billion cubic niers (bcm), with the total cost of Chinese
imports of piped gas from Russia amounting to $6.4 billion. This implies that the average
2023 gas supply price from Russia to China was $282/tcm (in 2@R@2, the price remained
below $300/tcm). Experts in thiield also believe that the pipeline is not yielding significant
profits for Russia, as the price has never reached the $300/tcm niaRussia has offered a
very encouraging oil discount so that their product would be more profitable to purchase

than, for example, US products.

38V, Milov, O/, gas,and war: The effect of sanctions on the Russian energy industry,
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/content-series/russidomorrow/oil -gasand-war/ [access: 24.08.2024]
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Picture 7. Discount of Russian Brent oil prices. Source: P.KatinRy s s/ adés fossi |/ fuel export earnings
consecutive month, despite rise in revenues from pipeline dgatps://energyandcleanair.org/july2024 monthly -analysisof-russian
fossitfuel-exportsand-sanctions/® [access: 24.08.2024].

Regarding oil exports to Asia, Russian oil suppliers have successfully minimized
discounts in the region. During Q2 2023, Urals crude prices bounced back toi $85per
barrel. They surpassed $60 per barrel in July 2023 and climbed to $80 per barrel by
Sepember 2023. By April 2024, the price of Russian Urals export crude was approximately
$68 per barrel, significantly higher than the G7 oil price cap, highlighting its
ineffectiveness®Par ti cul arly during the capbs dperati
by G7+ nations continued to transport Russian oil from all Russian port regions where the
average exported crude oil prices exceeded the price cap. These instances warrant
investigation by enforcement agencies for potential sanctions violatidhdn a report
created by CREDA in July 2024, picture 8 show that China is a leader in the purchase of
Russian coal, crude oil and is slightly behind the EU with the purchase of LNG and pipeline

gas and slightly below Turkey in the purchase of oil products. Howeyérdia is just below

¥Pp KatinasRussi abs fossi | [ uestdslide fopadourth coaseautivé mogtls, despiaviseiinravenues
from pipeline gashttps://energyandcleanair.org/july2024 monthly -analysisof-russianfossitfuel-exportsand
sanctions/access: 24.08.2024]
40V, Milov, Ofl, gas, and war: The effect of sanctions on the Russian energy industry,
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/content-series/russidomorrow/oil -gasand-war/ [access: 24.08.2024]
“p.KatnasRussiadbs fossil fuel export earnings continue to s/l id
from pipeline gashttps://energyandcleanair.org/july2024 monthly -analysisof-russianfossitfuel-exportsand
sanctions/access: 24.08.2024]
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China regarding coal and crude oil purchas88Chi na has acquired 47 %
oil exports, with India following at 37%. Regarding oil products, Turkey stands as the
primary purchaser, obtaining 24% of Russi aos
12%. The European Union predominantlbought pipeline gas, securing 39% of Russian

pipeline gas exports, with China purchasing 28%. Similarly, the EU emerged as the leading
buyer of L NG, contributing to 50% of Russi a
Between December 2022 and the erd July 2024, China acquired 45% of all coal exports

from Russia, with India in second place at 18%.
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Picture 8 Share of countries in import of certain commodities from Russia. Source: P. KatiRas,s s f a6s fossi | fuel expo
continue to slide fa a fourth consecutive month, despite rise in revenues from pipeline getps://energyandcleanair.org/july2024
monthly -analysisof-russianfossitfuel-exportsand-sanctions?* [access: 24.08.2024].

It is important to mention a project named Power of Siberia 2 (2 as a lifeline for
Putinds energy monopoly. Still, 1iimagh@eBRS not
2, with its 50 billion cubic meters of yearly capacity (similar to Nord Stream 1), could offset
nearly half of the reduction in Russian pipeline gas exports to the EU between 2021 and
2023 has not prompted China to make any commitments. Chinashthe advantage of time

regarding the Power of Siberia 2 (P%) pipeline, as it does not require natural gas

“2p.KatnasRussiadés fossil fuel export earnings continue to s/l id
from pipeline gashttps://energyandcleanair.org/juy2024 monthly -analysisof-russianfossitfuel-exportsand

sanctions/access: 24.08.2024]

“p.KatnasRussiadbs fossil fuel export earnings continue to s/l id
from pipeline gashttps://energyandcleanair.org/july2024 monthly -analysisof-russianfossitfuel-exportsand

sanctions/access: 24.08.24]

“p.KatnasRussiadbs fossil fuel export earnings continue to s/l id
from pipeline gashttps://energyandcleanair.org/july2024 monthly -analysisof-russianfossitfuel-exportsand

sanctions/access: 24.08.2024]
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immediately. The Chinese government has determined that it will not need significant

amounts of gas until at least the mi#030s. A crucial factofor Beijing is the price; China

aims to secure a lower price for P& gas than it did for P9 gas, given its stronger
negotiating position with Russia compared to 2014 when the -BSupply contract was

signed. The future of P& will partly dependonBej i ngbés evaluation of t|

increased reliance on Russian pipeline gas versus greater dependence on LNG imports. PS

2 would boost Russiads pipeline capacity to
capacity is constructed and ful' y uti li zed by 2030, Chinabos
Russian pipeline gas could reach 40 percent
Russi ads i nv @dMoreoner, that pipgline ia consederably shorter than the

proposedPower of Sikeria 2 pipeline, intended to transport natural gas from western Siberia
to China, prompts the essential question of whether Russian gas exports to China will ever

be economically viableé 4

33 Russiads Ways to Avoiding Sanctions
Russia circumvents sanctions primarily thr

are unregistered and unsupervised vessels transporting oil beyond the reach of sanctions. In

July 2024, 36 percent of Russian seaborne crude oil and its derivatives wereedaby

tankers adhering to the oil price cap. The r

thus evading the price cap policy imposed by Russia and the G7. A significant 81 percent of

the total value of Russian seaborne crude oil was moved via théselsw tankers. These

vessels managed 37 percent of Russiads tot al

424 vessels exported Russian crude oil and oil products, with 229 being shadow tankers,

highlighting the extensive scale of this operationnlJuly 2024, Russian oil worth 674

45E. Dows, A. Losz, T. Mitrova, 20247 he Future of the Power of Siberia 2 Pjpeline

46 V. Milov, Ofl, gas, anavar: The effect of sanctions on the Russian energy industry,
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/contentseries/russicomorrow/oil -gasand-war/ [access: 24.08024]
47E. Dows, A. Losz, T. Mitrova, 20247 he Future of the Power of Siberia 2 Pjpeline
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million euros underwent shipto-ship (STS) transfers in EU waters. Of these transfers, 65
percent were facilitated by tankers covered by G7+ insurance. STS transfers of Russian oil
significantly undermine sanctions by eraing Russia to evade them and price caps by
splitting the cargo among multiple buyers and blending lowariced Russian oil with non
Russian oil® Overall, the volume of operation is already extensive and seems to be
expanding with the flow of time, which poses a threat to the actual effectiveness of sanctions
placed on Russia by Europe because if they continue this procedure without any
repercussions, their budget is going to slowly rebuild itself to at least a better state where it
is going to fuel Rugan war machine against Ukraine. It is in total opposition to what

sanctions are meant to achievé.

34 The I mpact of the EU Energy Sector Sancti
The Russian Federation released a report on their budget situation in 2024. Their

federal budget deficit is estimated to sit at 929 billion rubles, or 0.5 percent of GDP, in H1

2024. Budget revenues rose 38 percent y@aryear to 17.093 trillion rubles inH1 2024,

while budget expenses rose 22.3 percent year-year to 18.022 trillion rubles in the

reporting period. The ministry said there was a sustained positive trend for critical roih

and gas revenues for the federal budget, up by 27 percent yaayear, and the budget

system as a whole, up by 24%. Nail and gas revenues for the federal budget went up

26.6% yearon-year in H1 2024 to 11.395 trillion rubles. Receipt of sales taxes, including

VAT, increased by 17.6% and was above the targeted amo@iltand natural gas revenues

surged 68.5 percent yeawn-year to 5.698 trillion rubles, mainly due to rising prices for

“8p.KatnasRussiads fossil fuel export earnings continue to sl id
from pipeline gashttps://energyandcleanair.org/july2024 monthly -analysisof-russianfossitfuel-exportsand

sanctions/access: 24.08.2024]

“Pp.KathasRussiadbs fossil fuel export earnings continue to sl id
from pipeline gashttps://energyandcleanair.org/july2024 monthly -analysisof-russianfossitfuel-exportsand

sanctions/access: 24.08.2024].
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Russian oil and further reduction of discoun8.The financial situation of one of the largest
companies in Russia is dramatic. Gazpras on its knees, not even because of sanctions but
solely because of its decision to cut itself from its largest market, the European Union, in
mid-2022 to create issues for EU members during the 2223 winter time. The EU
actually managed to secureifterent natural gas supplies for winter and, in the end, went
through it relatively smoothly, to the dis.
Gazpromds | osses were I mmense. As per the <co
year-on-year in the first half of 2023, while operating profits plummeted by 71% and natural
gas output decreased by 25%n the first quarter of 2024, Gazprom announced a net deficit
of nearly $7 billion for 2023, its first yearly loss in over two decades. Additionally,
Gazpg omdés upstream gas production base is now
linking its primary western Siberian fields to alternative Asian markets. The company also
did not construct any LNG facilities in western Siberia, which, prior to thesctions, would
have allowed it to redirect natural gas to other markets.

Gazpromds entire business model has been
gas market. The majority of its profits originated from the EU, and with significantly lowe
gas ©prices, Russiads domestic natur al gas I
Constructing a new gas pipeline infrastructure in China would necessitate substantial capital
investments without guaranteeing clear profits. Building a pipeline toahsport gas to India
and other South Asian nations appears unfeasible due to the challenging mountainous
terrain and geopolitical issues with potential transit countries like Afghanistan.
Additionally, Gazprom halted the construction of planned new LNG pjects due to a lack

of access to essential Western technology. The domestic gas market and potential alternative

%0 |International Information Group, Russia posts budget deficit of 0.5% of GDP in H1 2024 vs 1.4% of GDP in H1 2023,
https.//interfax.com/newsroom/topstories/104131[access: 24.08.2024]

51 International Information Group, Gazprom reduced gas production by 25% in the first half of the year,
hittps..//www.interfax.ru/business/92321%access:24.08.2024]

52V. Milov, Oil, gas, and war: The effect of sanctions on the Russian energy industry,
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/contentseries/russidgcomorrow/oil -gasand-war/ [access: 24.08.2024]
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piped-gas export markets will not be able to compensate for the losses from the EU market,
and the development of LNG exports remains obstradtdue to the lack of access to critical

Western technology, leaving Gazprom in disarray without a promising future.

Conclusions

In conclusion, the primary issue under discussion, namely the European Union's
pursuit of energy independence, has seen siggant progress largely due to the effective,
although not without errors, implementation of sanctions. These measures have been a
powerful tool in reducing the flow of hydrocarbons into the EU. Notably, Gazprom, as a
consequence of sanctions, has ceasetural gas exports to the EU, oil imports have been
subjected to stringent embargoes and price caps, and coal has been entirely banned from the
European market. Consequently, Russia has lost its most significant leverage over European
countries that were keavily dependent on its energy resources, marking a substantial victory
for the EU in its quest for independence from the Kremlin. It is a fact that Russia has endured
severe losses due to its aggressive political stance, particularly in the energy sédter.
sanctions have drastically reduced revenues
domestic enterprises, on the brink of bankruptcy. Additionally, Russia has lost the EU as its
largest market for hydrocarbons. While the Kremlin attempts to circumwmé sanctions
through illicit means and seeks alternative markets for its resources, the situation remains
dire. A critical project for Russia, the Power of Siberia 2, is facing significant delays as
Mongolia, a key participant, has just announced that itilvnot fund the project for at least
the next four years. This delay hampers Russ
the project is eventually realized, Russia will still need to negotiate favorable terms for gas
pricing.

The outlook far the European Union appears promising, as Russia no longer holds the
same leverage over the energy sector. However, given the ongoing conflict near the EU's

border s, uncertainties remai n. Shoul d t he
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imperative that Europe does not revert to previous energy dealings with Russia. The EU has
now gained a strategic advantage in the energy sector, which must be maintained.
Conversely, Russia faces the arduous task of addressing its revenue shortfalls and rebuilding
its budget, a process that will be both difficult and prolonged, especially given its ongoing

state of war and the setbacks in its export strategies.
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Abstract

The article presents the research and its results of the analysis of Hungarian and Slovak foreign policies
in the face of communicational cohesion in the European Union. In particular, the analysis provides the
current state of both the Hungarian and Slokapolitical stage as well as the historical context regarding
Hungary and Slovakiads relations with Rtkrainaawaand Ukr a
in 2014. The conducted research clearly indicates that linkages with Russia are morgalrand beneficial for
both states rather than linkages of all kinds with Ukraine. The importance also lies in the ideologies, which
can be perceived as different but have the exact same core. The impact on the communicational cohesion of
the European Unon is crucial since both Slovakia and Hungary present a different perspective of cooperation,
which affects the effectiveness of communication and
states. This certainly creates a small but fringe fractias well as hinders preparing the perfect, cohesive stance
in the face of the given situation. The exact instances of Hungarian and Slovak skeptical activities have been
examined and particularly depicted. The article is accomplished with particular camibns.

Keywords: Hungary, Slovakia, Ukraine, Russia, skepticism, international relations, strategic
communication, European Union
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Introduction

At the beginning of 2020, the world entered very specific and complex times, when
the infosphere as overall is constantly being used as one of the most dangerous weapons
sometimes even more dangerous than the nuclear bomb. While the weapons of mass
destruction are something to hear about but hidden for an average individual, inforrati
and its network are literal parts of human abstract thinking. The most crucial problem
regarding them is that they can be easily manipulated, which produces a whole new,
infected infosphere. The international community has been experiencing lots of tems
during the last yearsi the Russian invasion of Ukraine, still escalating Israealestine
conflict, civil wars, divesting people of liberty, and political tensions inside the states, are
just a few instances. The European Union as the most importagional organization stands
for harmonization, convergence, and mutual recognition, since it leads to cohesion that
makes this structure function properly. However, there are states that value freedom of
stance and full independence over unity. Hungary ar®lovakia are states very weknown
because of their very controversial prime ministefis Robert Fico (Slovakia) and Viktor
Orban (Hungary). Despite the somehow questionable relations, their political identity is not
as drifted as perceivetl they share @ite an outstanding perspective on politics towards the
eastern statek the pro-Russian stance. Even though they identify themselves as far different
concerning their political optionsi Fico identifies himself as a leftist leader, while Orban
a rightist leader. As all the affiliated states continue to help Ukraine in many ways, and they
try to cut off every single, sometimes even the slightest linkage with the Aggressor, half of
t he AViI s egreunullling to faliove andimplement this activity. The narrative that
is openly used by both Slovak and Hungarian Prime Ministers and being cascaded by their

political parties as well as societies is something more than using the welierved right to

1i Visegrad stateso since Hungary and Slovakia are members

Republic
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express shared beliefs, doctrines, and opinidng i s passi ve Vviolence fa
integrity, independence as well as regional or international peace.
The aim of this article is to analyze the historical background of the Slovak and
Hungarian relations with Ukraine and the Russian Federation sg11993 but primarily since
2014, review the skeptical or praising activities conducted by given states, and the impact
of these matters on the European Uniondés inf
article responds to the following research prégms:
1 What do Hungarian and Slovak political stages look like and how do they function?
f What are statesd6 relations with both Ukrain
1 How do societies react to the Russian invasion of Ukraine?
1 How do the actions ofHungarian and Slovak governments affect the communicational
cohesion in the European Union?

The article is based on available literature as well as internet sources.

Main Part
THE SLOVAK DISAGREEMENT

With the fall of the Soviet Union (1991) and tk dissolution of Czechoslovakia (1993),
Slovakia needed to pay particular attention to the newly revived states on its closest East.
The Baltic States and Belarus were never the priority of the Slovak foreign policy, since they
are not the direct neighborsHowever, the presence of such power as the Russian Federation
could and still can affect the relations with the bordering states. Since 2014, as it has been
one of the most important dates for European Union countries regarding cooperation with
both sides of the conflict, the divided authorities of Slovakia cannot develop a cohesive
stance. It is simply caused by the difference on the Presidgavernment level. Andrej
Kiska (20142 0 1 9) , and Zuz a-8024) weaepthe hanpagisar{ He&dd & the
state but as Petr Pellegrini (2022) from the HLASSD party rose to power the difference

got blurred. There were also a few Prime Ministers but the main figure among them all was
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(20062010, 20122018) and still is (as he has been ruling the government &r023) is
Robert Fico. Fico is wetknown to be a very controversial persona in the Slovak political

world but the one thing that is surely known about him is his pré&Russian stance. Running

the government al ongsi de Ki skeadwenoda ldckaghut ov 8§

understanding and different perspectives on internal as well as foreign policy. The conflict

got even more heat ed vieepno-EUreppan &nd ruStedwasitone | e c t

was a huge problem, even though in the final they had beeooperating for not even a year.
When Pellegrini rose to power in June 2024, Fico finally got equally the same partrier
develop the preRussian perspective on foreign policy. Nevertheless, the office of the
president is not as crucial as the prime mii s ti ¢he @resident is more of a ceremonial,
theoretical position rather than functioning practically Clearly one of the most important
matters for the Slovak government as overall was the energy import, which has always taken
place from Russia throgh Ukraine. Despite the skepticism, the main goal of foreign policy
was to ensure that the situation in its eastern neighbor was as stable as possible. Since the
beginning of the RussiarUkrainian war, they have been trying to make relations with both
states secure, although Russia was, is, and will always be the more prioritized partner. The
Sl ovak government is al so esc alabléastairge20lde t
since Maidan, it has been unde%Evenothoughthey nf |
present a preRussian perspective, they are aware that fully choosing Russia over Ukraine
would make them somehow excluded and lose very important linkages of all kinds in the
European Union as wel| as NA Suey thathie beifigH o w

conducted recurrently presents the following results regarding the societal aspect:

2 Since both Pellegrini and Fico were elite members of the SMER party. Given the fact that even after the tragic murder
presumably commissined by Fico and his subsequent demission, he did not want to resign as a leader of the SMER. This
affected especially Pellegrini, who eventually established a new partiLAS-SD.

SRobert Ficob6s statement from th4e interview in national
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Pro-Western stance

Pro-Russian stance

Balanced stance

60 80 100

Source: Lukovilovsg M., Seesame, (2024) fANa Slovensku po parl ame

As the diagram illustrates, Slovak society in 2024 is more and more favorable
towards the preWestern stance rather than the balanced stance, which was winning in
2014. The Slovak perspective on prioritizing Russia is worth mentionihghe results have
slightly changed but not drastically at all. That means the internal cohesion its own

deficits.

HUNGARIAN STRATEGIC CALCULATIONS

After the Iron Curtain broke in 1991 the HungarianUkrainian relations do not belong
to the easiest and calmest ones.drk is a lot of pressure building, especially in the face of
conflict. The conflict applies to the region in western Ukraine called Zakarpattia, where
many nationalities live or have lived such as Romanians, Slovaks, Poles, Romani people, and
primarily, Hungarians in the quantity of around 100 000. The main thing that destabilized
the friendship of the Ukrainian and Hungarian governments was the Ukrainian education
law, which was amended in 2017. According to this amendment, the teaching of the native
language at the secondary and upper secondary levels became restricted. In the end, these
regulations were never implemented, but they instantly made the relations between these
two nations worse. That was one of teem r easc
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more to Russia rather t han t he EUkramignean Un
Hungaryds prime minister who has been ruling
this incident into full -scale propaganda saying that Hungarians in the regafrzakarpattia
are struggling with serious political persecution and Ukrainians are destroying the
Hungarian culture. The HungariarRussian relations on the other hand are flourishing as
much as they possibly can. However, they are quite difficult to remanaintained because
of the European Unionds sanctions and the ov
point about HungariarRussian relations is the same as Slo\Rkssiani energy. 2010
became the year of the official grand opening to the EdsHungarians turned towards
Russia and perceived the Eastern power as the guarantor of Hungarian energy security.
Moreover, both sides are ready to finish the deal that will have its final effect in building
the nuclear power plant on the Hungarian territory The government stated that they do
not need brokers, especially in the shape of Ukraine, since it would most likely emasculate
the security of energy imports. Another crucial instance is reactions to the sanctions
provided by the EU. As Hungary withdrewfinancial support, they wanted to impose the
removal of the OTP bank from the list of sanctioned companies. The {iRassian stance is
evident in the Hungarian infosphere too. Hungary has been accused of spreading Russian
disinformation and propaganda mulgle times, especially regarding the migration crisis on
the PolishBel ar usi an border, which is also the Eul
Orban and his government are not supporting Ukrainian integration with NATO and the
European Union, since thy are fully aware, that it would definitely cause an enormous
tension between Budapest and Moscow as well as possibly make Hungary lose prominent
linkages.

Societyds opinion mostly oVvieold @mesctedbye gov

Hungariannon-governmental organization Policy Solutions present the following results:
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Would you rather support or oppose the following countries to join the European Union?
(All respondents, %)
TURKEY 18%
SERBIA
MONTENEGRO
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

GEORGIA
MOLDOVA 13
ALBANIA
NORTH MACEDONIA
Kos0vo 11 17%
UKRAINE

W FULLY OPPOSE W RATHER OPPOSE RATHER SUPPORT W FULLY SUPPORT » DON'T KNOW/NO ANSWER

Source: Policy Solutions (2023) fAWhat kind of EU do Hungarians v

The diagram clearly presents thddungarian society is opposed to Ukraine joining the
European Union the most. It is mostly caused by the propaganda produced not only by the
authorities themselves but also by the infected information all over social medirimarily
X (former Twitter). The difference between opposing and supporting interviewees is not
that serious but taking into consideration the results regarding other n&U states the
difference is significant.

Hungary has interests in moving closer to Russia and away from the
European Union (All respondents, %)

2021

2023 7% 3%

= | - FULLY DISAGREE =2 3 4 =5- FULLY AGREE = DON'T KNOW/NO ANSWER

Sour ce: Policy Solutions (2083)FdafMféegwopbdi thraught ldegar haHu
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The second poll conducted by Policy Solutions presents slightly confusing results.
Hungarians are mostly not willing to welcome Ukraine in the European Union, which is a
pro-Russian sign in some way, but they do not think that their state is directly sinfj
towards Russia that much. It is clearly based on the benefits that come with membership in
this organization. Living in a European Union member state has many advantages that are

crucial not only on the political level but also on the social level.

Conclusion

The political stages of both states are wddhown for their controversial perspectives
on the war in Ukraine. Fico and Orban openly preach the pfRussian stance as well as
criticize proper actions taken by the European Union in the fac# the Russian invasion.
These bold statements created a fraction thar
but also weakens the relations with other statésprimarily the Visegrad ones. Both states
prioritize relations with Russia even after thevar began since the Eastern power can
theoretically give more than Ukraine, especially in the energy security area. The social
aspect is definitely the significant one given the fact that even though the opinions of the
governments and citizens align, thealso grow away from each other. All the skeptical and
controversial activities of both governments
main goal which is previously mentioned cohesion. Dialogue is needed between all the
European Union member statein order to find common ground and compromise solutions
and it should be treated as the main priority. Ignoring differences of opinion or insisting on
a single line can lead to further divisions. The European Union should definitely develop a
more coheret and effective communication strategy that takes into account the diversity
of interests of member states as well as guarantees all the member states proper
circumstances that will make them feel more

other hand, both states should definitely work hard enough to help find the middle ground
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i the membership is an enormous privilege but also the necessity to cooperate even in the

most inconvenient situation
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The Role of CybeiThreats in the Russian War Against Ukrainémpacts for
the Future Conflicts
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Abstract

The 21st century is the technological era. The past has taught humanity the values of technological
advancement. The role of modermventions must be distinctly underlined in warfare all around the world.
The practical importance of the work derives from the topic relevance.

The RussiaJkraine War, which started in 2014, sparked a conflict with fareaching consequences not
only for two countries involved, but also for the broader arena of military doctrine and tactics. This paper
discusses and shows both the doctrine and tactics of ongoing Rtdkiaine War in contemporary warfare
by examining case studies, analyzing and stratedecisions.

Nowadays the first case of cyber conflict in a largeale military one involving a major power is the
war between Russia and Ukraine. The price of gained information or a damaged system is dramatic.

For Russia, every new attack opportunitis a new attack alternative. Today, the development has led
us to artificial intelligence, which is a modern possibility of cyber attack. Development creates other new
similar threats that countries have to deal with. The most vulnerable at this time israall and developing
state, which does not have enough strength to fight against given challenges. That is why it is important for
smallstates to cooperate witthe above mentionedodies as, for example, the European Union Cyl8&curity
Agency, whichissues recommendations and helps states deal with modern cyber challenges.

It is also important to raise the awareness of the population and introduce teachings in schools, higher
education institutions or services so that people know how to protect therv&s in the social space and not
become victims of disinformationmanipulation or cyber attacks.

Keywords : RussiaUkraine War, far reaching consequences, newly shaped doctrine and tactics, cyber
conflict.
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Introduction

The conflict between Russia and Ukraine, which escalated dramatically in 2022, has
not only been fought on traditional battlefields but also in cyberspace. Cyber warfare has
emerged as a significant component of this conflict, influencing military strategigsiblic
perceptions, and international relations. This essay explores the nature of cyber threats
during the RussiaUkraine war, the tactics employed by both sides, the impact on civilians
and infrastructure, and the broader implications for global cybersgity.
The Cyber Landscape of the Conflict

Before delving into the current situation, it's essential to understand the historical
backdrop of cyber operations in the region. Tensions between Russia and Ukraine have roots
that extend back to the 2014 annetian of Crimea, which marked a turning point in cyber
warfare. Following this event, both nations began to build their cyber capabilities, leading
to a series of attacks that would shape the ongoing conflict.

In modern warfare, cyber operations can serwarious purposes: disrupting enemy
communications, stealing sensitive information, sowing confusion, and shaping narratives.
The RussiaUkraine war exemplifies how these tactics can influence military outcomes and

public sentiment.

Main Part
Key Cyber Tireats
1. Malware and Ransomware Attacks
One of the most visible aspects of cyber warfare in the Rusdiaaine conflict has
been the use of malware and ransomware. Notable incidents inclubietPetya (2017)
Initially targeting Ukraine, this malware spread globally, affecting businesses and
infrastructure, resulting in billions of dollars in damage. Its sophistication demonstrated the

potential for cyber attacks to reach far beyond the intended targe&ansomware Attacks

1N.B. The military invasion in Crimea, Donetsk and Luhansk regions in 2014.
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Cybercriminals and statesponsored actors have increasingly employed ramseare as a
tool of war, demanding ransoms in cryptocurrencies and further destabilizing affected

regions.

2. Disinformation Campaigns

Disinformation has become a critical element of the cyber threats faced during the
war. Both Russia and Ukraine have erggd in information warfare, using social media
and online platforms to manipulate public perception: Social Media Manipulation: Russia
has leveraged platforms like Facebook and Twitter to spread misinformation about
Ukrainian forces, often portraying thenmas aggressors. Conversely, Ukraine has utilized
social media to galvanize international support and counter false narratives. Deep fakes
and Synthetic Media: The rise of deep fake technology poses new threats, allowing for the
creation of realistic but fabicated content that can mislead audiences and create political
unrest.

As the new European defense doctrine, approved by the European Council in March
2022, the Strategic Compasgcognizes cyber as a domain of warfare that must be protected
through cooperation and close coordination. This is an important fundamental change for
European Union policy, which traditionally emphasized cyber sustainability from the
position of economiampact, rather than defense

Cyber attacks targeting critical infrastructure have become increasingly common.
These operations aim to disrupt essential services and create chaos among civilian
populations:Power Grid Attacks In Ukraine, there havebeen multiple attacks on the power
grid, including the infamous 2015 attack that left hundreds of thousands without electricity.
Such incidents highlight the vulnerability of critical infrastructure to cyber threatsSupply

Chain Disruptions The war hasalso seen attempts to compromise supply chains, impacting

2Counci | of the European Union, O6A Strategic Compass for
Release, 21 March 2028ttps://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/preseleases/2022/03/214/strategic compassfor-a-
strongereu-security-and-defencein-the-next-decade/
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