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Georgia-European Union Relations and Prospects

Master Sergeant Zaza Davitashvili
Academy of Sergeants named after Giorgi Ankhelidze
Command and staff training course for sergeants

Abstract

This paper examines Georgia's pursuit of candidate status for membership in the European Union. It
delves into the multifaceted impacts on Georgia's political, economic, and social landscape. This paper also
explores the historical context of EU-Georgia relations, highlighting significant milestones such as the
Association Agreement and the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area. Politically, candidate status could
bolster democratic institutions, enhance governance, and solidify the rule of law through adherence to EU
standards. The paper also examines the geopolitical ramifications, including Georgia's strategic positioning vis-
a-vis Russia and its role in regional stability. By analyzing these elements, the paper provides a comprehensive
overview of Georgia's progress towards EU integration and the prospects of achieving candidate status.

Keywords: European Union, Georgia, democracy, candidate status.
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The EU Candidate Status and Its Importance in The Process of Peaceful
Settlement of Georgia's Conflicts

Lieutenant Colonel Levan Gozalishvili
David Aghmashenebeli National Defense Academy of Georgia
Chief of Master Program in Security Study

Abstract

The main goal of the article is to explain the role of Georgia's EU candidate status in the process of
peaceful conflict resolution. The results of the research show that the status of a candidate for the European
Union is decisive for the peaceful settlement of the conflicts in Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region in Georgia.
Although the path to peaceful conflict resolution in Georgia is fraught with challenges, Georgia's EU candidate
status brings several potential benefits that are likely to have a positive impact on the reconciliation process.
These are: economic and social development in the country, deepening of international partnership,
maintaining stability, institutional reforms and the prospect of joining NATO. The aforementioned factors can
resonate with the Abkhazian and Osian populations, potentially creating a more peaceful environment,
conducive to dialogue and reconciliation.

Along with the above, it is also important to recognize that the peaceful resolution of the conflict will
not be easy, because the Russian factor with its interests in the region creates significant obstacles. Russia's
influence in conflicts and its potential attempts to undermine the process of Georgia's integration in the Euro-
Atlantic organizations have always been and will be relevant in the future.

Georgia has been trying to regain control over Abkhazia and South Ossetia for a long time, and perhaps,
due to the Russia-Ukraine war, a weakened Russia will give Georgia the opportunity to restore the country's
sovereignty. The conflict in Ukraine diverted resources and attention from Abkhazia and the Tskhinvali
region. By focusing on Ukraine, Russia may find it difficult to maintain control over these regions, especially
if it faces internal and external pressures. The war in Ukraine is gradually weakening Russia's military forces
and resources. International pressure and economic sanctions may further weaken Russia. Accordingly, along
with the weakening of Russia, the assistance of international partners will probably allow Georgia to resolve
the existing conflicts.

Assumptions and results are also presented. EU candidate status may lead to greater international
recognition of the conflicts in Abkhazia and the Tskhinvali region. Increased international attention may put
pressure on all parties involved in the conflict to seek peaceful solutions. This increased awareness and
potential Western intervention can be seen as a positive development for the Abkhazian and Ossetian
population. This prospect, on the one hand, Russia, weakened by the Russia-Ukraine war, not to interfere
with the peaceful resolution of conflicts, and on the other hand, make the status of a candidate for the
European Union attractive to the Abkhazian and Ossetian population.

Final part provides, recommendations for Georgia to follow, namely: strengthening economic
development; promotion of inclusive dialogue and negotiations; use of existing frameworks and mechanisms
of the European Union; promotion of social integration and reconciliation programs; conducting public
awareness raising campaigns about the benefits of EU integration and the importance of peaceful conflict
resolution; Maintaining an open and continuous dialogue with EU institutions.

By focusing on the mentioned policies, Georgia can effectively use the EU candidate status in the process of
peaceful conflict resolution.

Keywords: EU status, peaceful resolution of conflicts, economic and social development, partnership
engagement, investments, resource mobilization.
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Abstract

This paper examines the journey of Georgia towards European Union (EU) membership, exploring the
challenges, progress made, and the prospects ahead. Since declaring independence in 1991, Georgia has
pursued closer integration with European institutions, viewing EU membership as a strategic goal to anchor
itself in the Western community of nations. Despite facing various hurdles, Georgia has made significant
strides in aligning its policies, institutions, and legislation with EU standards and values. However, several
obstacles remain, including unresolved territorial conflicts, internal governance issues, and external
geopolitical pressures. Through comprehensive reforms, continued commitment, and support from the EU,
Georgia aims to overcome these challenges and ultimately achieve its aspiration of EU membership.

Georgia stands at a critical juncture in its socio-political and economic trajectory. As it aspires to solidify
its democratic institutions, foster economic growth, and ensure regional stability, the prospect of joining the
European Union (EU) emerges as a pivotal step. This paper explores the multifaceted benefits that Georgia
stands to gain from EU accession, ranging from enhanced economic opportunities to bolstered security and
geopolitical stability. By examining the transformative potential of EU integration, this paper articulates why
Georgia's alignment with European values and standards is not just desirable but imperative for its continued
development and prosperity.

Keywords: European Union, stability, security, democracy, Economic sustainability.
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EU candidate status and its importance for the stability of Georgia

Master sergeant Tornike Burjaliani
C.Antsukhelidze NCO Academy NCO Command & Staff Course
C.Antsukhelidze NCO Academy Chief of Junior Sergeant Command Course

Abstract
The status of a candidate for the European Union is an issue of great importance for Georgia. This article also
serves to discover how important EU candidate status is for Georgia, emphasizing its role in encouraging
democratic reforms in economic growth and, most importantly, in regional security.

First of all, it should be said that the prospect of joining the European Union is a strong incentive for political
and institutional reforms in Georgia. For Georgia, striving to meet these criteria contributes to greater political
stability, the legitimacy and effectiveness of its democratic institutions. This process builds public trust in
government processes and promotes a more cohesive society. As for the economic factor, the EU candidate
status is important for growth and development, especially for Georgia. It demonstrates to international
investors that Georgia has a stable and predictable business environment that encourages foreign direct
investment and economic activity. Access to the EU's economic markets renews and promotes economic
modernization and infrastructure development, which in turn also contributes to raising living standards and
reducing poverty rates. Regional security is another important aspect where EU candidate status plays a major
role. Georgia's geopolitical position, bordering the Russian Federation to the north, makes it a strategic partner
of the European Union in the Eastern Partnership policy. EU candidate status can help Georgia against external
threats and pressure, especially from Russia. Enhanced cooperation with EU member states in issues such as
border security, defense system and intelligence sharing can significantly promote and ensure Georgia's

national security.

Keywords: European Union, Candidate status, Russian Federation, Regional security.
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Abstract

The pursuit of European Union (EU) candidate status by Georgia represents a significant milestone,
offering numerous benefits that contribute to the country's stability and development. This status is essential
not only for economic growth but also for enhancing healthcare, promoting technological growth, fostering
tourism, and improving overall quality of life. Economically, EU candidate status can open doors to increased
trade, investment, and job creation, driving sustainable development. In the healthcare sector, alignment with
EU standards can lead to better medical services and public health. Technological progress can be accelerated
through collaboration with EU countries, boosting innovation and digitalization. Additionally, the tourism
industry can flourish, attracting more visitors and strengthening cultural ties. This article explores these
aspects, highlighting how EU candidate status can significantly enhance the stability and prosperity of

Georgia.

Keywords: Georgia, candidate status, European Union, technological progress, tourism industry.
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Abstract

Achieving European Union (EU) candidate status is an important opportunity for Georgia, which
promises significant benefits in the economic, educational, environmental and cultural fields. This status is
crucial to promote long-term stability and growth, in line with Georgia's advanced EU standards and practices.
Economically, EU candidate status can boost trade, investment and job creation, leading to sustainable growth.
From an educational point of view, it can improve the quality of education through improved curricula and
more opportunities for student exchanges. Environmentally, strict EU regulations can guide Georgia towards
sustainable practices that ensure the preservation of its natural resources. Culturally, closer ties with the
European Union can promote social cohesion and cultural exchange, enriching Georgia's public fabric. This
article explores these dimensions, highlighting the transformative impact of EU candidate status on Georgia's
stability and development.

Keywords: European Union, quality of education, social cohesion, stability and development, investments.
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Abstract

The granting of European Union (EU) candidate status is an important milestone for Georgia,
embodying its aspirations for deeper integration with Europe and reflecting a broader commitment to
economiic, social and institutional reforms. This status is crucial for the development of Georgia in various
sectors, excluding the sphere of politics.

Economically, EU candidate status can open new avenues for trade and investment, boosting growth
and competitiveness. This facilitates access to the EU's vast single market, allowing Georgian businesses to
expand their export base. Compliance with EU standards and regulations can increase the quality and safety
of Georgian products and make them more attractive on the world market. Moreover, candidate status can
attract foreign direct investment (FDI) by providing a stable and predictable business environment supported
by the EU's strict legal and regulatory framework.

In terms of social development, EU candidate status promotes higher standards of education, healthcare
and social protection. The process of compliance with EU norms helps to improve these areas, which
contributes to the high quality of life of Georgian citizens. Enhanced collaboration in education and research
can lead to better educational outcomes and innovation, helping to create a more skilled and knowledgeable
workforce. In addition, compliance with EU social standards can improve labor rights and working conditions,
promote social equality and inclusion.

Institutionally, the status of the candidate determines the modernization of governance structures and
public administration. Adopting EU best practices in terms of transparency, accountability and efficiency can
strengthen public institutions, leading to more effective and accountable governance. This, in turn, can
strengthen public trust in institutions and improve the overall functioning of the state apparatus.

Environmental sustainability is another critical area where EU candidate status could have a profound
impact. Compliance with EU environmental regulations promotes the adoption of sustainable practices, helps
protect natural resources and biodiversity. This can lead to improved air and water quality, waste management
and energy efficiency, contributing to a healthier environment and better public health outcomes.

In conclusion, EU candidate status is crucial for Georgia's economic growth, social development,
institutional modernization and environmental sustainability. It is a comprehensive framework for progress
that contributes to a more prosperous, just and sustainable future for the country. This journey towards EU
integration, while demanding, holds the promise of substantial benefits that can transform Georgia's socio-
economic landscape.

Keywords: Environmental sustainability, energy efficiency, public administration, social development,
institutional modernization.
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Political Relations of Georgia and the EU

First sergeant Spartak Bregvadze
Academy of Sergeants named after Giorgi Ankhelidze
Command and staff course, Company sergeant

Abstract

Georgia's granting of EU candidate status represents an important stage in the country's development and
on its path to greater stability and prosperity. EU candidate status is a decisive step that signals Georgia's
commitment to European standards and values. This status can lead to many economic, social and cultural
benefits, contributing to stability in various areas. Enhanced economic growth through increased trade and
investment opportunities, attracting foreign direct investment and the potential for infrastructural
development are key factors contributing to stability. In addition, the harmonization of educational systems
and standards with the norms of the European Union can lead to the improvement of the quality of education
and the promotion of a more qualified workforce. Moreover, focusing on environmental sustainability and
following EU regulations ensures the protection and preservation of Georgia's natural resources. Social
cohesion and cultural integration, fostered by closer ties with the European Union, can also play a crucial role
in strengthening Georgia's overall stability. This article explores the aforementioned points and highlights the
importance of EU candidate status for Georgia's stability.

Keywords: European Union, stability, European standards, economic growth, cultural integration.
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Historical analysis of relations between Georgia and Europe and vicissitudes
of current processes

Lieutenant-Colonel Arkadi Antia
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Doctor of Social Sciences

Abstract

Historically, various influential forces have been competing to dominate the Caucasus region. This
region was always a bridge between two different civilizations. As a result of the influence of the above-
mentioned civilizations, a kind of macrocultural environment was formed in the South Caucasus, where
different values had an equal footing. This process continues today, but with different intensity in different
republics of the South Caucasus. Azerbaijan, more or less influenced by Islamic culture, prefers more Asian
values. In Armenia, against the backdrop of the lack of direct connection with Europe and the expansion of
the influence of Russian interests, a Eurasian mix has been formed, which is neither European nor Asian when
fully covered by the Christian veil. As for Georgia, due to its deep Christian roots, it has always preferred
Western values, although Eastern influence was also great, both for geographical and political reasons. That is
why no one was surprised that David Agmashenebeli was going to the mosque or the presence of Muslim
scholars at the court of Demete I and King Tamar.

Obviously, religion brings people closer than other values. Culture and traditions are largely derived
from religion. It forms common civilizational signs more easily than any other factor. The result of this is the
step-by-step separation of Georgia from the Muslim East and the acceptance of Western values in the norms
of society's daily life. At the same time, we should not assume that the Europeanization of Georgia was caused
by Christianity alone. This trend has much deeper roots. Based on historical sources, year after, Alexander the
Great's campaign in the East in the IV B.C. Georgia became part of the Hellenistic world, and from the first
century, when the Caucasus came under Roman influence, Kartli and Egris were actively involved in the
common Roman civilization.

Georgia chose a clear pro-Western orientation and distanced itself from the Eastern Zoroastrian world.
We had to make great sacrifices to preserve and strengthen these principles, but European values are still the
outpost of the population of Georgia. At the request of the largest part of the citizens of Georgia, even the
unshakable desire of the country to join the North Atlantic and European families was written in the
constitution, which should be the unwavering goal of its government.

Parallel to the European and Asian influences on Georgia, it can be said that the northern influence is
the strongest in the recent period, which appears as a crude mixture of distorted Eurasian values and represents
the most dangerous threat, in the form of a deadly instrument covered by a religious veil. Its direct or indirect
impact on country's security and loss of independence is so great that it may put an end to its bright future.
Added to this is the increased interest from the new world player — China. Therefore, it is necessary to exercise
maximum caution on the part of the government and population of Georgia, so as not to make a fatal mistake
and the country does not find itself in a new captivity according to Russian interests, from which the Georgian
people have cost a lot of lives to escape.

Keywords: Europeanization, South Caucasus, mediator, regional security, national interest.
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The influence of the European Union on the development of stability in
Georgia
Senior Sergeant Ramin Ebralidze

Academy of Sergeants named after Giorgi Ankhelidze
Command and staff course

Abstract
Georgia, a country located at the crossroads of Europe and Asia, has long been the site of a geopolitical war
between Russia and the Western world. In recent years, Georgia has taken significant steps towards closer ties
with Europe, particularly in its pursuit of membership in the Furopean Union (EU). This essay examines
Georgia's status as a candidate for EU membership, the historical and political context behind this ambition,
and the implications for Georgia's stability and development.

Keywords: Georgia, geopolitical war, European Union, candidate Status, stability, development.
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3590393900 5 AMlsBMHYdgd0

901b95350 030bs, HMA 930M 35380630 {936MMdOL 3560IEHOL LESEGHMLOL 396 -
1399GH035 M35 LEMRYOIWL 2300535DMBL, LoJoMMN39w ™M 0bGJAMsE00L ybobg 8bod-
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01090900l 0MGOOMS O HMEFOEJOJO MJBMMTJOOL gobbm 309t gdom, LodsGrngg-
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LoyMydQ.

399:9g9bgdIEo oG MG Y®s
“EU Candidate Status — What Does It Mean?” EU for Georgia, March 20, 2024.

https://eu4georgia.eu/what-does-the-eu-candidate-status-mean-to-georgia/.

111



“Unlocking Opportunities: The Economic Benefits of EU Candidate Status for Georgia.”
ISET. Accessed July 2, 2024. https://iset-pi.ge/en/blog/3405-unlocking-opportunities-
the-economic-benefits-of-eu-candidate-status-for-georgia.

112



9363533060 356000oE0L Ls@s@mbols 4o3wgbs LsgdsMomgzggemls
93680396 BBy

30(39-3Me 3036030 0mlgd &v@Msd30¢m0
LLO3 5300 5085396900l LobgeMdOL LodsGrmzgemls

9600360 5305:330L 5350093001
05355360530l d969x%39bE0L B0 mEgdols Ma3Gdmio,
393358000 LogmmsdmEmolm MbogzgMlodgdol
303030l 3935096 gdol md@mMsbEo

BLAMSJG0

036™3539060L 3960000530 LGHSGMLO VMTS 493wgbsls sbgbl J3gybols 93mbmdozme GHMogddEm-
605Dg. bLAIGH0 FoBobOEIsgL oo MNZgEMl, HMmAME 3 93MM3>3d0MHOL 3560IGO J3gybol LGsEmLL s
35B5e0BHgdlL ol 36083690MmdL J3994bols 93mbmBo3MMHo BOHOLMZOL. oLEHMMOEsE, BodsOmMZgEml
3960005&HOL LEIGMLO LoBdMEMs LEAMMJEHMOMWO HIBMOHTFBOLOEIO JMMYYGOOL, 93O ™M 3S3d0MOL
1BobIMFEHIOD FgbodsTobmdOLY S MEbMHO 3063000 0639LEOE0JdOL (v930) ImBoZOL. LEs-
&05d0 dgLHogero0s 39600sEHOL LEBIGHMLOL FMZ35¢THMOZ0 353wgbs 0ligo 93mbmdozMe 0bogs@m-
90Dy, OHMaMOgdoEss 933- YOS, 30 65350gPoL BOEs, LO3FOM BdESBLO s  LITGdOL
05639690¢000, M3 MHOHMB3gEgmal 0dol gosBEMGOL, Mg MM 90dwgds 4obgl sLgmo bGsEMLo
9306Mm303MM0 3956300050900l 35@O0BIGMMO.

LAHoGos 0333 MJMOO BORML, GMIgEog 93gsgds 93MM3sz3d0MOL 356osEHOL LEs-
AMLLS 5 93bMB03MH BEOHEIL Tl YOHMOYOHDHML. SOHBYOMO WOEIOGHMOOL Lsgmdzguwbyg, ol
296L5BEZM3L doMomo 89dsboHaGROL, MMIgEms Lodrsgdomss 3960EsEHOL LEBSGNML dgvyderos
2393gbs Imobobml g3mbmdogme BMEsbBg, 8500 FmGOL 0b39LEHMMGIOL bEMdOL Yoderogmgdaby,
239099x Md91dw oM 39MdLS s 3 Mol 93 ™M 353006MmOL dBMYPdIbY s B30BBLME HgmMLdDY.
33w935 0949bgdL 99Mgmeo 8900m©gdol domasl, MMIgEros 99MH0s6gdL dmbsigdms MomgbmdMog
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5M70500.

23905 590Ls, LAHIEH0G0 BBOMEI0s MBHM FsOMM AJM3ME0E03MM0 3MbEHIJuEHO s dobo
393965 LogoMmzgaml 93mbmdogme 39ML39JEH035Dg. HMAMO G 93MrM30Ls s sHOOL FBox3Mg0EBY
90090569 93999569, LgsMMZgEMb 3560EEHOL LEBSEGMLO 530 MgdL dob bEBHMoEgR0Y 3603369 MdSL
Q0O 5945¢0dYOL Tols, HMYMM3 39M0dFL MHJA0MbIBL FMMOL 35FHMdOLS s 0b3glB0E0YdOLMZOL. 33eg3s
bobL M359L 936M™3538060L 39600IEHOL 3mE b0l MHYR0MEMMO 5MsLENdOEWMEMBOL Tglisdlwdyy-
9900 @ 930b6M30399H0 EYMIMOOL bgedgfymdol 8oBbom, LodsM®mMZgarmls bEedOW G s 593539~
0 9306030376 dem3do RsGmzol aboo.

113



0939, UEGOG0530 51939 MO 5©O0MJOMEO FodMf393900 s TJBLI39d0, HMIWIdO s3>3d0-
690705 930353006000 3960IEHOL bGsEBHMLM. 0l gbgds BgxM™MYdL MIBMOTZOOL GH9ddol, 93m-
B@30396H0 BMHEOL IEMOEMBOLS s BMSBO 93mbMT03MMO GHMBLEMMIs300L 3mEHI6E0WMO Lmos-
@O bHoOHRJOMID ©939380MGB0M. VoBLYdIMEO 965¢obol FoMdmpqbom, 33wg3s LoMmgdWE
39b900gdgdL 533l 3mero@ozol d997ddbgangdl s 0bE MLYdIME FBsMggdL, MMIwgdos hoG-
060 560056 Lodo®Mmggeml 930Mm3szdo®do 0b6EgaMoEool 3Mmaglido.

936t 3538060L 396000sEOL LEIGMLO Lado@MNzgEml 93mbmdozmemo BOHol d6odzbawrmgsbo ds-
90196539090 5359 BHME05. gb LEHG0 bganb Migmdl 0dol 4oggdsl, 0¥ MMM 89mdwos LogMmsdmMolem
03655fMmOHMBLS O 396O0sEHOL LESGML FMIBEOLbML J39ybol §3mbmToz Mo WsbETsxrEOl BmGMoMg-
05 5 LEZsBMBL MHBY3gdL bbgs J394bgdoLmzolL, MHMIgdoE BooLMG3056 AbasgLo 0bEHgyMsEool gbo-
Lo3gb.

153356dm LoGY3gd0: Lodotmzgmrm, 93Mm353d06MH0L  3560EIGOL bGsGHMLO, g3mbmdogzm®mo BbM.,
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Abstract

The EU candidate status has a profound impact on the country's economic trajectory. The article
examines Georgia's status as a candidate country for the European Union and analyzes its importance for the
country's economic growth. Historically, Georgia's candidacy status has symbolized commitment to structural
reforms, compliance with EU standards, and attracting foreign direct investment (FDI). The article examines
the multifaceted impact of candidate status on economic indicators such as GDP growth, GDP growth, trade
balance, and employment rates, providing insight into how such status can act as a catalyst for economic
development.

The article explores the theoretical framework underlying the relationship between EU candidate
status and economic growth. Drawing on the existing literature, it identifies key mechanisms through which
candidate status can affect economic growth, including enhanced investor confidence, improved governance,
and access to EU markets and financial resources. The study uses a mixed methods approach that combines
quantitative data analysis with qualitative insights from interviews with politicians, economists, and business
leaders in Georgia.

The findings indicate that for Georgia, granting the EU candidate status will have a positive impact on
its economic growth. Anticipation of eventual EU membership has led to significant reforms in areas such as
the rule of law, anti-corruption measures, and economic liberalization. These reforms created a more favorable
business environment, attracting investment and promoting entrepreneurship. The article also highlights the
importance of EU financial aid and technical support in promoting reforms, demonstrating the critical role of
foreign aid in Georgia's economic development.

In addition, the article discusses the broader geopolitical context and its impact on Georgia's economic
outlook. As a country at the crossroads of Europe and Asia, Georgia's candidate status enhances its strategic
importance and establishes it as a gateway for trade and investment between the regions. The study highlights
the potential of EU candidacy to alleviate regional instability and promote economic stability by integrating
Georgia into a stable and prosperous economic bloc.

However, the article also acknowledges the challenges and limitations associated with EU candidate
status. It addresses concerns about the pace of reforms, the sustainability of economic growth, and the potential
social costs of rapid economic transformation. By presenting a balanced analysis, the study provides valuable
insights to policymakers and stakeholders involved in Georgia's EU integration process.

The EU candidate status is an important driving factor of Georgia's economic growth. This article
contributes to understanding how international equality and candidate status can shape a country's economic
landscape and offers case studies for other countries pursuing similar integration paths.

Keywords: Georgia, EU candidate status, economic growth, foreign direct investment, structural refor
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©59M¥)300090Mmd0L IM3m3900l 8989 BodsMrm39gwm 6535¢0 93mbmdozmMo
39939300 §0b5dg 508MmRbEs, s FmGol 3039006305, 93mbmdozMGo 993mddzs
5 B3 FMMS 396H0MmOL 0BOLEHMOEO 5659539dEOMOOL 89330MYMDs. BodsBOH™
9306M38035%9 25005L3s 8039305 83303699 LEAHMYIIGHMME 3OYJGH0MYOL, SOO-
39@0DO300L O doolbdg3zsL 93mbmTo3zMMo BOOLMZoL bgardgdfymdo doMrgawm-
w0990 BsOBML Bs3MYse0dgdolm3zol. Lods®mzgurml bHMexngs 930Mm 35330630
0639365300396 50060865 3609369 ™3z560 9E939d0m, 00 GOl 2014 Fawls 936~
393006-154oMM39eML SbME0MGOOL F90obbIGBOL bgdmfges s WGMTs S YM3EoL-
993390 3530LvRBoo BogsFMmm LogmEol (DCFTA) asbbmMzogwgds. 53 890sbbdg-
09035 bgero 891hygl 9360393806056 9F0OM 93mbMB03MG 353806090 S 3MEPOEO-
3996 356589MH:MBMdL. 93035380601 35600HEOL LGsGHMLOL dm3mggd0l 39GML3gd-
035 §o6MH3Mop9bL 98 6530x L 58 063JAMs300L 3MME9Ld0, MHMIYE0E A330M©I-
05 93Mbm303MM0 M9BMOMTIIOLS S 49630056M9d0L IRJIMGdSL.

9363538060 (EU) 000 bsbos 560L bEsdomr)Hmodol, gdmz®o@ools s 93m-
6803960 3900w OLgMdOL FdmMs 93Mm30L 36306960l J399bgdolm3z0L. Lods®o-
39 Mbm30U, 353oMd gMolm3olL, HMIgEog dEMdL 35335B00L MHY0mbTo, 9g36MM393-
do®mdo gofi936056900L 396L39dEH035 0gm 858Mmd653909e0 dogns Jobo YIMIMSEHO0IO
0bLGHOEMHJOOL 3963BH303900LS S 93MbMTo30L  FolivsdwogMmgdEs®. 396EOIEHOL
UBEAOGHNMLOL IM3M3900L 3OHMEgLO 0lYm LEYMMSTMGMOLM MEOYBOBE05T0, OHMYMEOOEGS
9360™353d060 (EU), 560l @H®moblggm®mds3or)cno dmaHom®mds 63doldogMo gMobmgol.
9 BAIGHMBO 56 5MOL TbMWME BOMOMIOIBHO0MWO gBHO30; ol AoBsLEbogMGIL 9ol
39909 qdsl ym3wolidmdE3gwro Mm9RMMId0L, LogOMSTMMHOLM MsbsTdGMIM-
0oL QO JEPMBINYE LBHOBIMEHJIMD TgLsdsdolbmdoL3gh. LoJsOMZgEMLM30L, J39y-
Bolom3zol, HMmIgEoa BLEGHMGHIRMES© FEIOIMIMOL J3OM30LS s SHOOL FBINZIMY-
©06%g, 9360353006MH0L 3960sEHOL LEIEGHMLL g3l 360d3bgemazsbo 93mbmdozm®o,

303H039M0 5 bLmEosMHo 99093900. b BLEAHSG0S 23bobogrsgl LydsOmzgamls
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936035300600l 3560GHOL LBEEGWLOL 360d369WMdsL s oL gogegbsls J39ybols
930b6m303m6 BOHIBY.

bodo®mz39eml BLHGMexgs 930m3538003d0 25(93600569001396 sLobogl ol MM
7M™ J0BbgdL dMm©gMHboBoE00L, IIMIMIBHOBIF00LS s 93bMT03MEMO 2sbgz0ms-
900 dglobgd. 2000-0560 Hergdols sbisfyolbosb Logo®rmzguma oo scms 8bodzbgwm-
3560 M98Mm®3900, HMIgdoE Jobbs 0bsbsgl Jobo 0bLEBHOEEEHJOIOLS s 3o G030
9360 3530600L LE9BIMEHJOMIb TgLodsdobmdsdo dmyzsbol.! gl MHgxzMmMIgd0 dMmo3o3L
Lbgoolbgs bgdGHMOL, Foo OOl BF>OMZI ML, 356MBOL MBHYBsglMdIL, 5sd0sbols
MREGOgOL @O 93bMT03MO 3MmE0E03dl. 58 doenobbdgzol dmEH035305 MEMIBEOOZ0s:
LogoOM39eml Amgdosdqqdol 3bMm3MHdolL boeolbol gordxmdgligds s §3994bol, G-
303 3637960963 MbsM0560 5 BIbM 356OEHBOMMOL 3MBOEOMbOMYDs LogMHMsTMEMOLM
0565999mdOMd5T0.2

93635380600 3560@HEHOL LEsEXMLOL 9OH-9HO Y39wsbg WMmTs 99ga0 SMOL
9obo 33963050 9360 3M0 BOEOL 1ZH0TMEOMHJIOLMZ0L. §3BIM35380MOL LodM-
@M 35(9360056900L 3060935 galabMgds J39ybgdols darogH LG0T Asbsbm®Eo-
90mb H9xzMmOTYd0, GMmIgdoE 9590909396 9363036 LESdOIOMBIL, 0BOI39D
30 65350090l s byl MFymd9b 8o 3963000609053 Logds®mzguml 99dmbgggse-
30, 3960000530 BESEHMLTS 2odmof305 LEGMWYJEHIOIO 33E0Egdgd0L Lgeos, Brdg-
o3 80Bbs 0bbI3L MBOM bgwlioy®gwo doBbYLASMGIML F9ddbsl. gl (33¢0gd9d0
dm0353L 35692 0MGOG0 BIOBML 45T x MdGBGOSL, 450F300M35¢MdOL Q5HBOOLL O
3ONR305LMOE dMIMEIL - BoJEGHMMPIL, HMIWId0E 39©NY39H0S OMAMOG SOYO-
WMdM030, 01 BogMHMSTIMMOLM 0b39LEMMYdOL TmBsBos.*
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9oL BodoMmM39wmb 93mbmdo3MMH0 3mEoE030L LOSBEMMBLS s 3OHMYBMDOMYISL.
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Abstract

This paper examines Georgia's pursuit of candidate status for membership in the European Union. It
delves into the multifaceted impacts on Georgia's political, economic, and social landscape. This paper also
explores the historical context of EU-Georgia relations, highlighting significant milestones such as the
Association Agreement and the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area. Politically, candidate status could
bolster democratic institutions, enhance governance, and solidify the rule of law through adherence to EU
standards. The paper also examines the geopolitical ramifications, including Georgia's strategic positioning vis-
a-vis Russia and its role in regional stability. By analyzing these elements, the paper provides a comprehensive

overview of Georgia's progress towards EU integration and the prospects of achieving candidate status.

Keywords: Georgia, European Union, politics, economy.
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Abstract

The aspiration of the state of Georgia to join the European Union as a candidate country is crucial for
its stability and development. This paper discusses the European Union and its institutions, the role it plays in
global security and economic stability, and the history of its creation. It explores the path that the state of
Georgia has taken in its relations with the European Union since 1992, following the collapse of the Soviet
Union and the restoration of its independence. The paper also examines the value of the EU membership
candidate status, which was granted to Georgia on December 14, 2023, by the decision of the European
Council. This decision brings Georgia one step closer to its national strategic goal. Additionally, the paper
highlights the significance of this status for Georgia's future prosperity, the impact of this decision on the
global geopolitical landscape, and the challenges the country will face. Furthermore, it discusses the benefits
of candidate status and how it will help Georgia strengthen its relations with key political and economic
players, both regionally and globally. Obtaining European Union candidate status is a way for Georgia to
deepen its ties with Europe economically, politically, and socially, ultimately contributing to the country's
long-term stability and prosperity.

Keywords: Georgia, European Union, Council of the European Union, European Parliament, European
Commission, candidate status
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Georgia's relations with the European Union and the challenges of the
accession process

Lieutenant Colonel Irakli Janiashvili

LEPL - Davit Agmashenebeli National Defense Academy of Georgia
Student of the Defense Analysis Master s Program

Abstract

The mentioned paper presents the dynamic relationship between Georgia and the European Union, in
particular, the challenges related to the process of Georgia's accession to the European Union. As a key player
in the South Caucasus region, Georgia has demonstrated strong commitment to European integration and close
political, cultural and economic ties with the European Union. The paper examines the historical context of
Georgia-EU relations, reflects the evolution of diplomatic ties and the signing of the Association Agreement
in 2014. However, the accession process presents many challenges for Georgia. Geopolitical considerations,
unresolved conflicts in the region and internal reforms are integral components of these obstacles. The
complex nature of the EU's enlargement strategy and the need for comprehensive reforms in areas such as the
judiciary, governance and human rights make Georgia's path to EU membership even more difficult. The paper
examines in detail the complexities of these challenges and their impact on Georgia's European aspirations. In
addition, the paper highlights the EU's role in promoting stability and democracy in Georgia, while
recognizing the mutual benefits of an enhanced partnership. It examines the EU's expectations of Georgia in
terms of democratic governance, rule of law and economic reforms, and focuses on the transformative impact
these reforms could have on the country's social and institutional structures. Based on a synthesis of academic
research, policy analysis and current events, the paper provides a comprehensive overview of the challenges
facing Georgia's EU accession path. It concludes by exploring potential ways to overcome these challenges and
strengthen Georgia's pursuit of European integration, emphasizing the importance of sustained commitment
by Georgia and the EU for a successful accession process.

Keywords: European Union, democratic governance, rule of law, EU expectations, politics and democracy.
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