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ABSTRACT

This study posits that the absence of an external threat and incompatibility of interests among greatpowers do not lead
to cooperation. | will analyze the post-World War One developments to confirm and/orfalsify the validity of the above-
mentioned hypothesis. More specifically, I will investigate why the Triple Entente members did not continue military
cooperation after the end of the Great War.

Similar to the end of the Cold War, the main rival or geostrategic threat that fueled the inception, evolution, and
functioning of the military coalition since 1907 disappeared as the result of the military defeat during WWI. Yet, unlike after
the collapse and capitulation of the Soviet Union in 1991 that led to the end of the Cold War and when NATO continued its
existence, member-states of the Triple Entente did not continue, nor extended their military cooperation within their alliance
and/or engage in common military projects beyond 1918. I will try to show that the explanation lies in the fact that the national
interests of the great powers in 1919 — namely, the U.S.A., Great Britain, and France — were incompatible. They viewed post-
world war | global political order differently. Subsequent to explaining the background and alliance politics of WWI, the study
will discuss in detail the individual national interests of these great powers on the winning side of the Great War and how the
incompatibility of their
national interests precluded the extension of the Triple Entente alliance and further military cooperation beyond the end of the

First World War in 1918.
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