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THE IMPACT OF REGIME CHANGE IN SYRIA ON THE
GEOPOLITICS OF THE MIDDLE EAST AND THE CONTEXT
OF THE SOUTH CAUCASUS

Lieutenant Colonel Omar Turmanidze

Head of the Defense and Security Program of Baccalaureate
LEPL - David Aghmashenebeli National Defence Academy of Georgia,
PhD student in political science at the Caucasus International University

Abstract

The Syrian conflict, which erupted in 2011 amidst the wave of uprisings known as the Arab Spring, has
evolved into a protracted and multifaceted crisis with profound implications for the geopolitical landscape of
the Middle East. Initially sparked by calls for political reform and the end of authoritarian rule, the civil unrest
quickly escalated into a full-scale war involving a complex network of domestic, regional, and international ac-
tors. This paper explores the impact of attempts to remove the Assad regime and its subsequent consolidation of
power on regional power dynamics, security architectures, and interstate relations. Special attention is given to
the strategic calculations and interventions of key players such as Russia, the United States, Iran, Turkey, Israel,
and the Gulf monarchies. The study evaluates how the Syrian battlefield became a geopolitical arena for proxy
conflicts, ideological contests, and the reconfiguration of alliances. It also examines the rise and decline of jihadist
and separatist groups, the role of Kurdish forces, and the implications of regime survival for authoritarian resil-
ience in the broader Middle East. Ultimately, this research argues that the Syrian case exemplifies the intersection
of local struggles with global power competition and illustrates how regime change—or its failure—can reshape

regional order for decades.

Keywords: Syria, Regime Change, Middle East, Geopolitics, Regional powers.
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Abstract

This paper examines the opportunities and challenges facing Georgia’s foreign policy against the backdrop
of China’s growing interactions with the Middle East. In the context of a transforming global balance of power,
Georgia, as a small state with a strategic geographical location, faces complex foreign policy choices. The study
analyzes how China’s “Belt and Road Initiative” and its strengthened position in the Middle East impact Georgia’s
geopolitical situation.

The paper investigates the dilemma facing Georgia - the necessity of finding a balance between maintain-
ing its Euro-Atlantic integration course and deepening economic cooperation with China and Middle Eastern
countries. Based on qualitative and quantitative analysis, the research reveals that Georgia’s national security
significantly depends on its ability to conduct pragmatic foreign policy balancing.

The study concludes that the optimal foreign policy model for Georgia is a “balancing strategy,” which
entails prioritizing political and security cooperation with the West while pragmatically developing economic re-
lations with China and Middle Eastern countries in areas that do not contradict Georgia’s strategic interests. The
paper concludes with specific recommendations and conclusions, including strengthening institutional mecha-
nisms, creating a transparent investment environment, and achieving domestic political consensus on key foreign
policy directions.

The novelty of the research lies in the multidimensional analysis of Georgia’s foreign policy, which exam-
ines not only the traditional Western-Russian dichotomy but also the influence of the growing Chinese factor
on regional and global dynamics. The work represents an important theoretical and practical contribution to the

field of research on Georgia’s security and foreign policy.

Keywords: Georgian foreign policy, China, Middle East, Belt and Road Initiative, balancing strategy.
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Abstract

The present work aims to implement a theoretical analysis of the foreign policy of the Russian Federation
in the context of the XXI century, on the example of the South Caucasus region and especially Georgia.Russia’s
policy in relation to Georgia shows the transformations that have taken place since the USSR collapsed and the
Russian Federation faced new geopolitical realities.The article is based on the leading theories of international
relations, the use of which allows us to understand the motivation, strategy and mechanisms of Russian behavior.
Kenneth Waltz’s neorealist theory, which considers the international system’s anarchic structure, is the central
framework for the analysis of Russia’s behavior.According to neorealism, states are independent active subjects
and their main purpose is to ensure security, for which force concentration and spheres of influence expansion
are used.In this context, Russia’s 2008 occupation of Georgia’s territories — Abkhazia and Tshkinvalis region (sam-
khret osetis) and further steps, such as border crossings and hybrid pressures appear as rational protection of state
interests in conditions of global power balance.

In addition, the rational actor model is used in the paper, which allows us to analyze the state’s deci-
sion-making process.Russia’s foreign policy according to this model is considered to be well-thought-out, strate-
gically planned and the result of cold calculation, which shows that the state’s actions are based on the principles
of maximization of foreign interests and minimal losses.An important part of the article is also the use of “game
theory” (according to John Newman), which shows international relations as a strategic game where participating
states try to gain maximum advantage.Russia’s behavior in the region, including towards Georgia, can be ex-
plained as a multi-step, calculated game, where every step is written in advance, taking into account the possible
consequences.This theoretical analysis allows us to understand more deeply the foundations of Russia’s foreign
policy behavior and the pressure exerted on Georgia, which are important both for science and for practical se-

curity policy.

Keywords: Russian foreign policy, neorealism, Kenneth Waltz, rational actor model, game theory, Georgia, South

Caucasus, occupation, geopolitics, international security.
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SECURITY CHALLENGES IN A MULTIPOLAR WORLD:
GREAT POWERS, SMALL STATES, AND
GEORGIA’S STRATEGIC CHOICE
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Course leader of Defence Institutuinal Building School
of Ministry of Defense of Georgia
Doctoral student of international relations educational program

Abstract

The global order of the 21st century differs markedly from that of the Cold War and post-bipolar eras.
Changes in the international balance of power have significantly increased strategic uncertainty, particularly for
small and vulnerable states that often find themselves at the intersection of competing great-power interests. This
article examines how security guarantees are evolving amidst the formation of a multipolar system and how small
states must adapt to this increasingly unpredictable environment.

The study explores the decline of U.S. hegemonic dominance, the rise of Russia’s regional power, China’s
global economic expansion, and the assertion of independent agendas by key regional actors in the Middle East,
including Saudi Arabia, Iran, Israel, and Turkey. The author highlights how the U.S. strategic pivot toward
the Indo-Pacific has diminished the Middle East’s priority, creating a power vacuum and transferring security
responsibilities to regional partners. Against the backdrop of Russia’s intensified military interventions and Chi-
na’s expansive infrastructure initiatives, this trend has led to a more unstable and competitive international and
regional system.

Drawing on specific case studies, the article analyzes the collapse of great-power security commitments.
The case of Afghanistan illustrates how temporary great-power engagement can devolve into strategic abandon-
ment once functional interests are exhausted. In Syria, Russia’s military support for the Assad regime focused
narrowly on securing influence rather than on protecting civilians or promoting democratic reforms. The war in
Ukraine has exposed the limitations of value-based partnerships when confronted with direct military threats,
while Armenia’s experience vividly demonstrates that even formal military alliances cannot guarantee effective
support during crises or warfare.

Particular attention is devoted to the case of Georgia, a small state with a long history of seeking protection
from external powers. Historical examples such as Vakhtang VI's pro-European orientation and Erekle IT’s alli-
ance with Russia clearly demonstrate that external promises and expectations often fail to translate into tangible
support. In today’s rapidly evolving multipolar world, no major power possesses the capacity or willingness to
assume absolute security commitments for small and vulnerable states, and thus, Georgia can no longer rely on
dependence upon a single great power.

The conclusion emphasizes that Georgia’s foreign policy in the multipolar era must be based on mul-
tivectoral engagement, diversification of partnerships, and the strengthening of independent defense capabilities.
Strengthening a value-based platform with the West remains essential, but it must be complemented by pragmat-
ic parallel relations with Turkey, China, Arab countries, and India. Only a flexible and carefully balanced foreign
policy will ensure that Georgia not merely awaits external protection, but actively participates as a responsible

actor in regional and global security dynamics.

Key words: Multipolar World Order; Global Powers and Regional Security; Georgia’s Foreign Policy Chal-
lenges; Middle East Conflicts and Global Responsibility; Small States in Great Power Competition; Geopolitical

Transformations.
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Abstract

One of the most important stages of the period of independence of the historical state of Georgia - the years
of the First Democratic Republic of Georgia (1918-1921) - was, is and will be a symbol of pride, pain, regret and
yet optimism in the history of Georgia. The three-year period, when the democratic state had to survive in the
most difficult period, is distinguished by the manifestation of the high patriotic spirit of its army, commanders
and people, their perseverance, endurance and faith, which united the population around the idea of preserving
the country’s independence.

After the October (November) Revolution in Russia in 1917, the National Council was established in
Georgia by the unification of national forces, supported by the Georgian intelligentsia, which was presented as
a representative body of the Georgian people. This body declared Georgia an independent republic on May 26,
1918. Georgia’s independence was recognized by Bolshevik Russia and Kemalist Turkey.

Due to its geopolitical location, Georgia has always been a sphere of interest for the world’s leading coun-
tries. This was also the case in 1918-1921. On the one hand, the so-called the Entente countries wanted to
maintain their influence on Georgia, and on the other hand, Turkey and Russia were clearly demonstrating their
imperialistic intentions. At that time, the democratic Georgian government looked with hope at almost everyone,
including Turkey and even Russia.

The difficult internal and foreign situation did not allow the country to develop in a stable environment.
The government constantly had to settle and quell internal unrest,on the one hand, and repel periodic attacks
by hostile neighboring countries, on the other hand, which ultimately ended in the occupation of the country.

Naturally, it would not be easy for the newly formed republic to sort out the situation in all respects only
through political means, especially with states such as the Soviet Russia and Kemalist Turkey, which had their
interests in Transcaucasia in general and, among them, in Georgia. That is why it was of the utmost importance
to form a strong national army that would ensure the protection of the country’s sovereignty and, at the same
time, stabilize internal unrest. Thus, the government of the First Democratic Republic of Georgia actively began
to form military forces. Despite the differences of opinion in the government, it was decided that the country
should have a regular army and at the same time a guard, known as the People’s Guard. This article is about the
role of the People’s Guard in maintaining democracy during the period of the first democracy in Georgia.

Naturally, the article will not be able to discuss all the stages and facts of the three-year period, but against
the background of the main events, we will present the role of the People’s Guard and its merits in preserving

the country’s democracy.

Keywords: Democratic Republic, fight against Bolshevism, Red Guard, People’s Guard, regular army.
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Abstract

The Syrian crisis, as one of the most significant geopolitical challenges in the international system of the 21st
century, has a considerable impact not only on the Middle East region but also beyond its borders — including the
strategic space of the South Caucasus. The South Caucasus, as a transit and energy hub, lies at the epicenter of com-
petition among international powers, where global and regional actors (Russia, Turkey, Iran, the United States, and
the European Union) strive to advance their interests. The Syrian conflict has further intensified this competition and
altered the existing status quo in the region.

This article explores how the Syrian conflict affects the South Caucasus’s transportation and energy routes —
including major projects such as the Southern Gas Corridor, the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline, and the Middle
Corridor. In addition to military-political aspects, the article examines the economic and diplomatic strategies of
regional players aimed at delineating spheres of influence. Special emphasis is placed on how each external power
seeks to strengthen its position in the region through the Syrian crisis — whether by enhancing military cooperation,

expanding economic engagement, or promoting energy diversification.

Keywords: Syrian conflict, South Caucasus, geopolitics, international actors, transit routes, energy security, Turkey,
Iran, USA, EU, regional stability.
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Abstract

The paper examines the impact of Middle Eastern regional instability on Georgia, analyzes the risks
caused by this influence, and discusses potential opportunities that may arise within this complex geopolitical
context. The research is based on modern political and economic analysis methods and draws on the works of
both Georgian and international researchers. The main aspects of Middle Eastern instability are analyzed, includ-
ing long-term conflicts, terrorism and radicalism, energy resources, and the involvement of regional and global
powers. In the context of risks for Georgia, direct security threats, energy security challenges, potential migration
waves, and regional reflections of confrontations between global players are discussed. At the same time, the
paper presents opportunities that have emerged for Georgia, including strengthening the diplomatic platform,
expanding regional connections, developing transit potential, and reinforcing international positioning. The re-
search aims to contribute to a better understanding of Georgia’s strategic positioning in the context of current

Middle Eastern dynamics and to present recommendations for the formation of the country’s foreign policy.
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Abstract

The paper discusses the possible impact of the unstable environment in the Middle East on countries out-
side of the Middle East region, including Georgia, as well as on various global relations, the need for Georgia to
engage in international cooperation and to take coordinated actions, the “legal aspects” of the security challenges
facing Georgia from the Middle East region, which include universally recognized human rights, issues of en-
suring the security of the state or individual, Georgia’s national strategies, and other key legislative acts in this
particular regard to address and solve existing challenges, which guide the relevant agencies and security services
of Georgia. The main international conventions and protocols to which Georgia has joined are also cited. The
Criminal Code of Georgia is also discussed, especially Chapter 38 of the Criminal Code (terrorism). The positive
and negative sides of the amendments and additions made in this Code are discussed, and the author’s vision
regarding this is given also.

The paper also discusses the main visions and approaches of the National Counterterrorism Strategies of
Georgia, approved by government decree, for both 2019-2021 and the updated 2022-2026 years. The necessity of
information exchange in this regard and the importance of cooperation with partner countries and international
organizations and the need to implement coordinated actions with them are emphasized. The necessity of broad
involvement of the private sector and civil society in achieving success in combating emerging threats is also
noted. The importance of active involvement and participation in international counterterrorism forums and
other working groups is noted. The measures taken by relevant agencies and security services in terms of secu-
rity and the results obtained, the assistance provided by partners and international organizations are also noted.
The necessity of deepening and coordinating bilateral or regional relations and the necessity of creating working
groups in this regard are also noted. Key terms and legal definitions of some of them are provided. The concluding

section also discusses the current situation in Georgia and ranking of Georgia in the 2024 Global Terrorism Index.

Keywords: Terrorism, Anti-terrorism, Counter-terrorism, Legislation of Georgia, Criminal Code of Georgia,

Counter-terrorism strategy, Conventions.
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Abstract

The global geopolitical landscape is intrinsically linked to regional stability, particularly in strategically
sensitive zones such as the Middle East. For decades, the Middle East has remained a focal point of armed con-
flicts, radical ideologies, humanitarian crises, energy insecurity, and intense geopolitical rivalry. These ongoing
developments not only impact the states directly involved but also influence the surrounding regions — includ-
ing Georgia, which occupies a pivotal location at the crossroads of Europe and Asia. This paper explores the geo-
political context of the Middle East, identifies key factors of instability, analyzes the role of external and internal
actors, and examines the significance of ongoing conflicts — such as the Israeli-Palestinian issue, the Syrian civil
war, the Yemeni crisis, and the Iran-Saudi rivalry — in shaping the regional order.

A central focus of the paper is to assess how instability in the Middle East directly or indirectly affects
Georgia’s national security. As an energy transit country and a state actively pursuing Euro-Atlantic integration,
Georgia faces considerable risks arising from regional instability. Among the most pressing challenges are the
potential spillover of terrorism, illegal migration flows, arms smuggling, cyber threats, and hybrid warfare. Ad-
ditionally, the regional policies of key actors like Russia, the United States, Turkey, and Iran often disrupt the
fragile balance of power, further complicating Georgia’s security environment and strategic aspirations.

The study presents Georgia’s current response mechanisms and offers practical policy recommendations in
several critical areas: strengthening cybersecurity capabilities, enhancing international cooperation (particularly
within NATO and EU frameworks), developing sustainable migration policies, reforming the national securi-
ty strategy, and raising public awareness on national security threats. The research also includes examples of
Georgia’s initiatives and partnerships in these fields and emphasizes the need for a holistic and forward-looking
approach to national defense and resilience.

Furthermore, the paper highlights that proximity to unstable regions should not only be viewed through
the lens of threats but also through the prism of opportunities. Georgia’s ability to serve as a diplomatic bridge, a
reliable partner for energy transit, and a contributor to regional stability presents a chance to bolster its interna-
tional standing. However, this requires robust institutional development, strategic foresight, and alignment with
global democratic security standards.

Methodologically, the work falls into the category of qualitative research, and various qualitative research
techniques, such as content analysis, process tracking method, and case analysis, were used to collect and analyze
data during the research process.

In conclusion, the paper argues that Georgia must adopt a proactive and multidimensional security policy
to effectively manage emerging challenges. Regional cooperation, strategic communication, and comprehensive
internal reforms are vital to ensuring national stability in a volatile global order. As the world navigates an era
of multipolarity and strategic ambiguity, the link between the Middle East’s stability and Georgia’s security will

remain a key consideration in the country’s foreign and domestic policy formulation.

Keywords: Geopolitics; Security; Middle East; Georgia’s National Security; Regional Stability.
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AND GEORGIA’S SECURITY CHALLENGES IN THE
CONTEXT OF DEMOGRAPHIC FACTORS
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Abstract

Over the past 35 years, Georgia has faced a series of profound challenges, among which demographic
transformations are particularly critical. Declining birth rates, the large-scale emigration of the working-age
population, and rising immigration from the Middle East—shaped by ongoing geopolitical developments—have
significantly influenced the country’s national security environment. This paper explores the impact of demo-
graphic trends on Georgia’s security system, identifies key threats emerging from migration processes, and evalu-
ates strategic policy options to address these issues. Special attention is given to the political, economic, and social
consequences of these developments. The study presents concrete action plans for both the short and long term,
which are vital for maintaining demographic balance and national security. Structural risks posed by declining
fertility, workforce outflow, and unregulated immigration require a proactive state response. Without a coherent
demographic policy and effective migration management framework, these trends may evolve into a systemic
security crisis. Therefore, timely and targeted government action is imperative to ensure long-term stability and

national resilience.

Keywords: Middle East, demographic changes, migration, emigration, immigration,national security.
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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to examine the functional role of the Incirlik Air Base in the Middle East se-
curity architecture. The strategic location of the base, technological capabilities and political-diplomatic context
are considered as interdependent parameters that determine its functional importance and effectiveness. The
paper examines the transformation of the base from its inception to the present day and the forms of involvement
in military operations of global and regional importance, the impact of the base on the regional balance of power
and its importance for NATO and the United States. Possible alternatives to replace Incirlik are also discussed.
The article concludes that despite Turkish diplomatic methods and political vacillations, Incirlik base retains stra-
tegic and operational importance, however, it is necessary to develop other bases in the region, which will reduce
dependence on Incirlik base. The uniqueness of Incirlik Air Base is determined by both its geograpcal location
and the other smaller support bases located near it.

The article serves to facilitate the study of ongoing processes in close vicinity of Georgia, including the
involvement of strategic partners, with a security focus. The target audience can be considered to be students of

bachelor’s and master’s degree programs.

Keywords: Incirlik, USA, Republic of Turkey, air base, Middle East, security, region.
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Abstract

South Caucasus is geopolitically one of the most complex regions, where various regional and global
powers compete to gain influence. Iran, as an immediate neighbor of the region and a historically significant
actor, constantly seeks to expand its political, economic, and security interests.

This paper discusses Iran’s foreign policy interests in the South Caucasus region from the 1990s to the
present. Iran’s interests in this region have dynamically changed against the backdrop of the region’s geopolitical
transformations and the involvement of international powers. Iran, as the only neighbor, maintains stable
diplomatic relations with all three South Caucasus countries—Georgia, Armenia, and Azerbaijan. It strives not
only to ensure its own security but also to strengthen stability and economic cooperation ties, guided by its
strategic priorities.

Georgia-Iran relations, despite periodic tensions, are focused on developing economic and trade
cooperation. This became especially evident after Iran quickly restored diplomatic ties following the dissolution
of the Soviet Union. Additionally, Iran’s support for Georgia’s territorial integrity during the 2008 Russia-Georgia
war was notable.

The paper highlights the close economic and energy cooperation between Iran and Armenia, which
became particularly crucial for Armenia after the closure of its borders with Azerbaijan and Turkey. At the
same time, Iran attempts to maintain a balance between Armenia and Azerbaijan, though the growing military-
technical cooperation between Azerbaijan and Israel has posed challenges to Iran’s security interests. Iran actively
opposes the increasing influence of Israel in the region and, in this direction, strengthens its strategic partnership
with Russia. In 2025, the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Agreement between Russia and Iran outlined
shared goals of limiting Western influence in the region and enhancing security.

The paper also presents Iran’s attempts to participate in South Caucasus transit and energy projects. Iran
seeks to secure its economic interests and find alternative trade routes under sanctions. Militarily, it regularly
reinforces border regions and conducts military drills to deter potential threats. The paper further analyzes that,
considering the region’s multifaceted development, Iran supports the «3+3» format (Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan
+ Iran, Russia, Turkey), which aims at regional cooperation on shared interests without Western interference.

Thus, Iran’sforeign policyin the South Caucasussimultaneously encompasses both opportunities (economic
integration, strengthening transit functions, energy cooperation) and threats—Israel’s military activity and the
competition of Russian and Western influences. The paper provides comprehensive information on how Iran
navigates the existing opportunities and challenges in the region—both in terms of securing its internal strategic

interests and maintaining influence under global competition.

Keywords: Iran, South Caucasus, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, economic and military interests, and the «3+3»

format.
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Abstract

This article examines the transformation of Turkey’s foreign policy in the Middle East and the South
Caucasus, particularly in the context of regional crises that have emerged since 2020. The primary focus is on
Turkey’s strategic geopolitical ambitions toward Syria and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, which simultaneously
contribute to the country’s growing influence in the South Caucasus. The study analyzes Turkey’s shifting role
in the Syrian crisis-from a policy of non-intervention to active military involvement, which ultimately played a
pivotal role in the collapse of the Assad regime. Furthermore, the article highlights how Turkey’s increasing ac-
tivity in the Middle East has had a direct impact on the regional power dynamics of the South Caucasus. Turkey’s
involvement in the 2020 Second Nagorno-Karabakh War is also addressed. The article concludes by emphasizing
Turkey’s expanding role in both regional and global security frameworks. In addition, it assesses the security
challenges facing the South Caucasus-particularly Georgia-and outlines recommended policy measures to ad-
dress these emerging threats. The article also analyzes Turkey’s growing role in the Middle East and, against this
background, the strengthening of its influence in the South Caucasus region. The broad context, cause-and-effect
relationships of the ongoing changes in the Black Sea basin, the South Caucasus and the Middle East region are
discussed. After the fall of the Assad regime and close ties with the new Syrian government, Turkey’s role has
been clearly defined and strengthened. Added to this are the results of the Russian-Ukrainian war in the Black
Sea basin, which clearly weakened Russia, which is a direct indication that Turkey is also gaining strength in the
Black Sea, which was reflected in the results of the Armenian-Azerbaijani war. Thus, the article offers a broad
overview of the geopolitical changes that have taken place and are underway in the Middle East and the South

Caucasus region.

Keywords: Turkey, South Caucasus, geopolitics, influence, regional and global actors.
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STABILITY IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND GEORGIA’S
SECURITY CHALLENGES

Senior Sergeant Nikoloz Maghlakelidze
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Giorgi Antsukhelidze Sergeants Academy

Abstract

The strategic importance of the Middle East in modern international politics is determined by its geo-
political location, energy resources, and protracted conflicts. In addition to the countries directly bordering it,
the region’s unpredictable stability poses complex security issues for regional and international actors. Georgia
should be particularly vigilant regarding the ongoing processes, as it is an important state in the Black Sea region
and a partner on the path to the European Union and NATO. Georgia’s security is directly or indirectly affected
by the ongoing crises in the Middle East, the growth of radicalism, mass migration, and transnational threats.
Georgia’s geostrategic location, transport corridors, and oil and gas transit contribute to its importance on a global
scale. In addition to analyzing the issues of stability in the Middle East and potential risks to national security,
the paper provides recommendations on how Georgia can effectively address current issues at the regional and
international levels.

Accordingly, the instability in the Middle East may give rise to challenges such as: migration crisis, terror-
ism threat, economic and energy risks, as well as increasing influence of external actors in the Black Sea region.
The above thesis argues that Georgia’s security policy requires dynamic adaptation, regional cooperation and
pragmatic integration into the global system in order to effectively deal with the threats arising from the Middle

East crises.

Keywords: Middle East; Stability; Georgia; Security challenges; Security Policy;
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